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This week we are beginning our worship series, Journey of Faith, which will take us through the book of 

Hebrews. You may find a lot of familiar quotes in Hebrews that we'll find as inspirational sayings on plaques 

and decorative items. I think we may even have one in our bathroom. Things like: 

 "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 

who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin." (Hebrews 4:15) 

 "Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see." (11:1) 

 "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 

he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him." (11:6) 

 “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” (13:5) 

 "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." (13:8) 

  

However, apart from the quotes, you may not have spent a lot of time in this book. I really haven't before this 

either. Is it that the book is unimportant? Not at all. Scholars say that this is one of the most well written books 

of the New Testament, stylistically. Theologically, it is great at explaining the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus 

Christ and the benefit that people get from it. There are some things that keep it from being a lot of people's "go 

to book." 

1. It's towards the back of the Bible. People naturally perceive that as less important. If you're starting at 

the beginning in Matthew, it takes a while to get back to Hebrews. 

2. The name can put people off. It says it's to the Hebrews. Are you a Hebrew? I'm not. The natural 

inclination is to think that it's not for me. We could think that, at least initially about any of Paul's letters 

that are addressed to a church in a particular location. But, we know that geography is kind of random. 

You hear that lots of different kinds of people came through Corinth or Rome, for example. You could 

be one of those people passing through, but Hebrews is designating a people group, shared history, 

culture, ancestors, and so on. So, we might dismiss it. Sadly, by doing that, we are missing out on a lot 

of good things.  

3. Then, there is the tone of the book. It's very direct in what it urges people to do. As Fred Craddock puts 

it: 

 

Churches that not only do not believe they are anywhere near such dangerous spiritual brinks but also do not 

believe that such brinks even exist will look to other writings for words more gentle and gracious. Especially for 

those who have luxuriated in a world of grace without ethical demand, who regard all moral urgings as quaint 

echoes of a puritan past, Hebrews is not welcome reading. Investigation into the situation of the letter's 

recipients will not dull these sharp warnings, but will very likely increase empathy and understanding for both 

the writer and the readers. 
(From <https://www.ministrymatters.com/library/#/tnib/3298b124627747d677608ad8ca912fed/introduction.html> ) 

  

If we can learn a little about where this book is coming from and where it's going, we can go far in our Journey 

of Faith.  

  

There is some dispute about who wrote this book. A long tradition tells us that it was the Apostle Paul, but the 

style of writing is so different that many think that it was someone who worked closely with Paul. They also 

think that it is someone who at least knew some of the other Apostles. 

  

https://www.ministrymatters.com/library/#/tnib/3298b124627747d677608ad8ca912fed/introduction.html
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There are lots of references to the Older Testament and the Jewish form of worship in the Temple. So, the 

original audience was likely Jewish Christians. Hence the name "Hebrews," which was a later addition. Due to 

pressure from persecution and maybe even their families, they were considering leaving Christianity and 

returning to Judaism and Temple worship. So, this book was probably written before the destruction of the 

Temple in 70 A.D.  

  

There is a joke, and in some Sunday School classes it really isn't a joke but the truth. The teacher asks a 

question, any question. What is it answer? … "Jesus!" As you can suppose, the writer is trying to persuade his 

readers to remain with Jesus by showing them why Jesus is the answer. 

  

So as we begin, our Scripture passage for this week will start at chapter 1 verse 1, and we will go through verse 

14. Hear the word of the Lord! 

  

1:1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 

made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has 

inherited is superior to theirs. 

  

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

“You are my Son; 

    today I have become your Father”[Psalm 2:7]? 

  

Or again, 

“I will be his Father, 

    and he will be my Son”[2 Samuel 7:14; 1 Chron. 17:13]? 

  

6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”[Deut. 32:43 (see the Septuagint)] 

  

7 In speaking of the angels he says, 

“He makes his angels spirits, 

    and his servants flames of fire.”[Psalm 104:4] 

  

8 But about the Son he says, 

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 

    a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 

9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

    therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions 

    by anointing you with the oil of joy.”[Psalm 45:6,7] 

  

10 He also says, 

“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, 
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    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 

11 They will perish, but you remain; 

    they will all wear out like a garment. 

12 You will roll them up like a robe; 

    like a garment they will be changed. 

But you remain the same, 

    and your years will never end.”[Psalm 102:25-27] 

  

13 To which of the angels did God ever say, 

“Sit at my right hand 

    until I make your enemies 

    a footstool for your feet”[Psalm 110:1]? 

  

14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 

  

The word of life! 

Thanks be to God! 

  

A couple of days ago, I saw a picture of my cousin on Facebook. I haven't seen him in-person for many years, 

and he really doesn't post on Facebook much either. When I saw his picture, I was struck by how much he 

looked like my uncle. The hair may be a bit longer, and there might be an extra ear ring or two. When I 

remember what my uncle looked like at that age … Well, they could be twins. Same smile. Same twinkle in the 

eyes.  Father and son.  

  

In this passage we have a description of Jesus, even though his name is not used until chapter 2, we have a 

description that goes beyond that between my uncle and my cousin. "The Son is the radiance of God's glory and 

the exact representation of his being." (Heb 1:3a) 

  

The Greek word that is translated "exact representation" is charaktēr. It means the thing that you would use to 

make an engraving or imprint of something. I am wearing a ring that have the Greek letters or characters of the 

Alpha and the Omega. If I pressed this into soft wax or clay, it would leave an exact imprint of the characters. 

Movable type (think printing press or typewriters) used characters to make their prints. God's character was 

reproduced exactly for us in Jesus. Of course, this book was written long before the printing press or anything 

like that, but they did have something else that required engraving or 

imprinting.  

  

Many of you were given a coin when you came in today. For those of you 

online, try to find a coin or look on the screen here. Coins have been used 

to communicate with people for thousands of years, and it's something we 

still use today. Back then, the emperor would have an engraver do a 

portrait that would be used to make coins that gave the exact 

representation. Look at your coin and the person who is on it. The portrait 

is kind of amazing in its detail. I know for a lot of these people, when I 

think of them, the picture that I have is based on these images.  
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This is what the writer wants us to grasp about the relationship between God and Jesus. Jesus is the exact 

imprint of God's nature, and God's glory has been exactly reproduced in Jesus for all the people in the world to 

see. When you are looking at Jesus, you are looking at God. 

  

So you may say yes, okay, but what about all of what came before? Let's stay with the idea of the emperor and 

his engraver. It's going to take a while before the engraving is ready and can be made into coins, but the 

emperor still wants to tell the people about himself. He provides drawings or sketches to give people an idea, 

until at last the exact portrait is ready. Likewise, all of the things that we read in the Older Testament are 

important and showing us all kinds of things about God, God's nature and character.  

  

You may be able to see/detect/perceive God through other things: in nature (like our beautiful mountains and 

countryside here, an incredible sunset), the eyes of a child, an insightful book, the Mosaic Law. I learned a lot 

about God by watching a spin off tv show of Star Trek called Deep Space Nine. You never know where you 

will come across something. They are helpful, and we can learn a lot, but Jesus is the exact representation. 

Jesus, as a human, is someone who can talk with us. He talked directly with the disciples, and he can talk to us 

through Scripture. 

  

The author is writing to people who are tempted to be drawn back into their old ways of doing things, or 

relating to God. He says why would you want to go back to the older, inexact things when you have the real 

thing available to you. 

  

Through the book of Hebrews, the author will show us the truth of all this. In this week's passage he began with 

angels. Angels may be God's messenger, but they are not the Son. Each week we will continue on our Journey 

of Faith looking at Moses and Jesus as our High Priest. We can be inspired by the pillars of the faith that came 

before us.  

  

"So, though we don't know who the author of this letter was, we know something even more important about 

him. Right from the start, he has his eyes fixed on Jesus; at the end of the letter, when he draws everything 

together, he urges us to have our eyes fixed on him, too (12:2; 13.8). Are you ready for the challenge?" (N. T. 

Wright, Hebrews for Everyone, [Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003], 4) 

  

Amen! 

  

Every time you look at a coin the next couple of weeks, think about how Jesus is the exact representation of 

God for us. 


