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We are beginning our series Honest Prayers, and this week we begin in the Older Testament with Hezekiah. He 

became king of Judah about 255 years after David. Lots of things had happened in between. After the death of 

King Solomon, the nation of Israel split into the Northern Kingdom that kept the name Israel and the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah, which included both the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. All of the other tribes remained with 

Israel. 

  

The books of 1 & 2 Kings as well as 1 & 2 Chronicles are full of summaries of the reigns of the kings in both 

the north and the south. Most often we will see little more than the name and age of the king when he began his 

reign and whether he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, or he did what was right. Sometimes there will 

be a longer account. Such is the case with Hezekiah. 

  

He followed his father Ahaz, who did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord. He worshiped other gods 

and encouraged the people to do the same. He even gave one of his sons over for child sacrifice to one of the so 

called gods. 

  

Then came Hezekiah to the throne of Judah, and he could not have been more different than his father. Let me 

read part of how he is introduced from 2 Kings 18:1-8. 

  

18:1 In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, Hezekiah son of Ahaz king of Judah began to 

reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years. His 

mother’s name was Abijah[a] daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, just as 

his father David had done. 4 He removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah 

poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites had been 

burning incense to it. (It was called Ne-hush-tan.[which means bronze snake]) 

  

5 Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, 

either before him or after him. 6 He held fast to the Lord and did not stop following him; he kept the commands 

the Lord had given Moses. 7 And the Lord was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He 

rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 8 From watchtower to fortified city, he defeated the 

Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory. 

  

In the seventh year of his reign, the Northern Kingdom of Israel was overrun and conquered by Assyria. This is 

when the people of Israel were resettled in other parts of the Assyrian Empire, and other people were brought in 

to settle the land, the people that are the Samaritans of Jesus' day. Those ten tribes that made up Israel 

effectively ceased to exist as a people. 

  

Judah was the next country on Assyria's list. There is quite a thrilling narrative about it in chapters 18 and 19 of 

2 Kings. Hezekiah really does not have the power and strength to repel the Assyrians. He prays to God for 

salvation for Judah and Jerusalem, and he gets it, but this is not the prayer that we're going to look at today. 

  

Hezekiah is 39 by now, and in the middle of all of this he becomes gravely ill. It is his response to this news that 

we are looking at. Today, our primary passage comes from 2 Kings 20:1-11. Hear the word of the Lord. 



  

20:1 In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz went to 

him and said, “This is what the Lord says: Put your house in order, because you are going to die; you will not 

recover.” 

  

2 Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 “Remember, Lord, how I have walked before 

you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes.” And Hezekiah wept 

bitterly. 

  

4 Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the Lord came to him: 5 “Go back and tell Hezekiah, the 

ruler of my people, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and 

seen your tears; I will heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the Lord. 6 I will add 

fifteen years to your life. And I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria. I will 

defend this city for my sake and for the sake of my servant David.’” 

  

7 Then Isaiah said, “Prepare a poultice of figs.” They did so and applied it to the boil, and he recovered. 

  

8 Hezekiah had asked Isaiah, “What will be the sign that the Lord will heal me and that I will go up to the 

temple of the Lord on the third day from now?” 

  

9 Isaiah answered, “This is the Lord’s sign to you that the Lord will do what he has promised: Shall the shadow 

go forward ten steps, or shall it go back ten steps?” 

  

10 “It is a simple matter for the shadow to go forward ten steps,” said Hezekiah. “Rather, have it go back ten 

steps.” 

  

11 Then the prophet Isaiah called on the Lord, and the Lord made the shadow go back the ten steps it had gone 

down on the stairway of Ahaz. 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

I have a question for you. It may seem to come from a strange direction, but bear with me. How many of you 

have and use email? Or had to use it at work before you retired? How about you at home? How you organize 

and process your email could reveal a lot about your personality. Do you try to look at everything right away? 

Maybe, you save it all for a particular time of day or even day of the week. Is your inbox filled to overflowing 

with unopened emails? Maybe it becomes overwhelming, or maybe you do what I do. I always look at them 

right away, to see if it's urgent or something that I can handle immediately. But a lot of times I can’t do it right 

away, like I don't have the information required to answer a question. Then, I'll mark it as "unread" to remind 

me that it is still important, so I can take care of it as soon as it is possible. 

  

You know what? God does not have those kinds of issues when it comes to our prayers. God hears us 

immediately, even with all of the millions of people who might be praying at the same time, about all kinds of 

things. Like I quoted from St. Augustine last week, "God loves each of us as if there were only one of us." One 

of the ways that manifests itself is that God can listen to each of us, even when we are praying simultaneously. 



  

I will often hear people say, "I'm so glad that God heard my prayer." Usually what they really mean is that "God 

gave me the answer that I wanted." In this same mindset, if things didn't turn out the way they wanted they 

might say, "God didn't hear my prayer." That mindset really tries to put God in a box, in the controllable, known 

quantity category, even if we don't mean to do that. God always hears us immediately, but we may not get the 

answer we want  or have to wait a while to get it. Sometimes God responds immediately, like he did with 

Hezekiah here. 

  

One of the things that I love about this prayer is that it is one sentence long. It is short and simple. Sometimes 

when we are waiting to hear back from God, or we didn't get the answer we'd hoped for, we can thing that there 

was something wrong with our prayer. We didn't say it right. We didn't use the right words, and we may even 

feel guilty about it, like we failed. And as frustrated or concerned as we might be, this is another case of us 

thinking that we can somehow control God. If we had just said the right words in the right way, God would 

have done what we wanted. 

  

Hezekiah doesn't bother with any of that. As he's dealing with the threat of Assyria outside of Jerusalem, he 

receives this devastating news. It's not just devastating for him personally, which would be bad enough, but also 

for his whole kingdom and his people. If Assyria does to Judah what it did to Israel, the people of God would be 

separated and assimilated into Assyrian society and cease to exist as a people. 

  

I am struck with how normal his reaction is described here. He heard the news, and he turned his face to the 

wall, and he prays earnestly, straight from the heart. "Remember, Lord, how I have walked before you faithfully 

and with whole hearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes." (2 Kings 20:3) That's it. One 

sentence. 

  

Did you notice? He didn't actually ask God for anything. Even in this situation, he continued to trust God. He 

was able to do this because his whole heart, his whole being belonged to God … even as he cried about this 

news. 

  

What does that tell us? Speak from your heart in your prayers to God. Don't worry whether you are saying it 

right, or think that it has to be long and complicated. God knows us and will fill in the blanks.  

  

God not only hears Hezekiah's prayer immediately but also responds to it. God stops Isaiah in his tracks to turn 

him around and give Hezekiah the answer. God will give him 15 more years and save the city from Assyria. 

  

With the mention of the prophet Isaiah, perhaps it will not surprise you to learn that this narrative is also in the 

book of Isaiah. However, it includes some things that are not mentioned in the 2 Kings account. This includes 

Hezekiah's prayer of thanksgiving after the crisis has passed. I'd like to read it to you to show you his state of 

mind. This comes from Isaiah 38:9-20. 

  

9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his illness and recovery: 

  

10 I said, “In the prime of my life 

    must I go through the gates of death 

    and be robbed of the rest of my years?” 



11 I said, “I will not again see the Lord himself 

    in the land of the living; 

no longer will I look on my fellow man, 

    or be with those who now dwell in this world. 

12 Like a shepherd’s tent my house 

    has been pulled down and taken from me. 

Like a weaver I have rolled up my life, 

    and he has cut me off from the loom; 

    day and night you made an end of me. 

13 I waited patiently till dawn, 

    but like a lion he broke all my bones; 

    day and night you made an end of me. 

14 I cried like a swift or thrush, 

    I moaned like a mourning dove. 

My eyes grew weak as I looked to the heavens. 

    I am being threatened; Lord, come to my aid!” 

  

15 But what can I say? 

    He has spoken to me, and he himself has done this. 

I will walk humbly all my years 

    because of this anguish of my soul. 

16 Lord, by such things people live; 

    and my spirit finds life in them too. 

You restored me to health 

    and let me live. 

17 Surely it was for my benefit 

    that I suffered such anguish. 

In your love you kept me 

    from the pit of destruction; 

you have put all my sins 

    behind your back. 

18 For the grave cannot praise you, 

    death cannot sing your praise; 

those who go down to the pit 

    cannot hope for your faithfulness. 

19 The living, the living—they praise you, 

    as I am doing today; 

parents tell their children 

    about your faithfulness. 

  

20 The Lord will save me, 

    and we will sing with stringed instruments 

all the days of our lives 

    in the temple of the Lord.

  



 5 June 27, 2021 

He receives an immediate answer to his prayer. He gets the sign. Then, his recovery. Does he respond with 

pride and arrogance? No, he remains humble. He is not a perfect person by any means. He made mistakes and 

errors in judgement even after this. One of the most notable was showing all the treasures of Judah to emissaries 

from Babylon, but even so through it all his heart remained with God. That we all could do as well.   

  

So, Hezekiah received the answer to this prayer immediately from the prophet Isaiah, but sometimes that can be 

the hardest part for us, discerning, recognizing when and how God is answering our prayers. One thing that can 

help us with this is keeping a prayer journal. Some of you may already do this. But, I challenge the rest of you 

to keep a prayer journal over the next month. Keep a record of the things that you ask God about, and how those 

prayers are answered. You can do it in a number of ways: a spiral notebook, index cards. I'm going to use this 

book. It doesn't have to be physical. You could keep it on your computer or on your phone. You could jot down 

items in a shorthand list, or you might prefer to write out your prayers to God in the journal. It could be 

anything in between. The important thing is that you do it. This is tool for your benefit. It can help you to 

remember to pray. See how God is working, even if it is not what we expected or asked for. Sometimes, we 

might even realize that we like it better. 

  

Just to get us started. Try to think of one area of need or fear in your own life to God in prayer. That could be 

your first entry. 

  

Now, let me pray for you. 

  

Good and gracious God. As we are wrapped up our full lives of daily drama both good and bad, we can be so 

involved in trying to figure out things and do for ourselves that we don't even think of how powerful and great 

you really are. We don't even consider bringing it to you. Remind us that you are always there for us. As your 

children, that you want us to come to and depend on you. Remind us that you want to be involved in every part 

of our lives. Thank you God for loving us so completely like that. Amen! 

 

 

 


