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This week our Scripture passage comes from the Farewell Discourse from the Gospel of John. It is the second 

part of a section that we began last week. It is the night of Jesus arrest, and after spending two or three years 

teaching and training the disciples, he has things that wants them to remember especially. These are things to 

help them continue to keep their lives centered on him when they can no long be in his physical presence. Soon 

after this they will no longer be in each other's presence either as they part company to spread the Good News. 

They need this continual centering on Jesus if they are going to be able to share God's love even after they have 

been separated.  

  

Last week, we looked at Jesus' analogy of the vine and the branches. Jesus is the vine and his followers as the 

branches getting their nourishment and support directly from him in order to survive. Now, my metaphor, 

otherwise we are like cut flowers that might have a beautiful bloom for a while, but will eventually wither and 

even dry out. What do we do with these? We throw them away. If the branch is not cut off, it can continue to 

thrive. Therefore, we should abide, remain, dwell, remain attached to Jesus. 

  

This week, we look at the next verses, where Jesus stops talking in the metaphor and what the implications are. 

He changes the method of abiding, dwelling, remaining with him. Jesus talks about love and friendship, love 

and friendship that means something a little different than what we might typically think of in our everyday 

lives now. 

  

Hear the word of the Lord from John 15:9-17. 

  

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you 

will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this 

so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I 

have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 

friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 

master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 

known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my 

command: Love each other. 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Talking about love in an English speaking church can be extremely challenging. For starters, the English 

language is overflowing with different understandings of the term. The following examples only begin to cover 

the widely diverse meanings that we have for the word love: 

 “Love. It’s what makes a Subaru, a Subaru.” 

 “My dog loves those treats.” 

 “For the love of all that is holy!” 

 “We loved that new Netflix series.” 

 “All you need is love.” 
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 “Make love not war.” 

 “Fall in love…” 

 “I love that new shirt on you.” 

 “Do you love me?” 

  

I could go on. But if this short list makes anything clear it is that the English language just can’t get enough of 

love. In English, the word love embraces a wide range of feelings and dispositions. To highlight only the 

extremes, love can be used on the one hand to describe something as trivial as a French fry and on the other 

hand something as profound as a parent’s care and concern for a child. 

  

Today's passage gives us an opportunity to consider love and to look at it in a fresh way how the world-shaping, 

life-transforming power of love might take root in us and in our community. You won't be surprised when I tell 

you that the Bible’s ancient understandings of love are not exactly the same with many modern concepts of the 

word. Given our world’s profound need for love at this very moment, this passage may also encourage us to 

pray for the kind of love that God alone can provide. 

  

In John 15:9-17, love is both a gift and a command: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 

remain in my love.” The love that Jesus displays for the world is a love whose origin is in God, the heavenly 

Father. It’s a heavenly love but not a love that remains in heaven. It insists on dwelling among us (John 1:14). 

  

The Father’s love overflows through Jesus, and Jesus’ love overflows through us: “This is my commandment, 

that you love one another as I have loved you” (verse 12). In North America, “love” is often associated with 

things that are soft, safe, and warm. The kind of love Jesus commands is dangerous, fierce, and costly: “No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (verse 13). Love in John 15 is not chiefly 

exemplified by abstractions or feelings. It is by doing. Love is not some emotion that can be here one minute 

and gone the next. It is a verb. God demonstrates in many ways but two of the most profound is first by coming 

to dwell and be among us through Jesus and then by being willing to die for us. 

  

Our passage tells us that this love of which there is none greater is a love that lays down one’s life for one’s 

friends. What does that mean? It is a rare occasion in the world that most of us live in where we are called upon 

to die in service to another. We can talk about those who willingly lay their lives on the line as a part of their 

calling: military, police, first responders of various kinds, and so on. But what about the rest of us? Do we need 

to look for risky opportunities to prove our commitment by throwing ourselves and looking for toddlers 

wandering into oncoming traffic? While that would be dramatic and certainly an example of self-sacrifice, the 

call for most of us most of the time is something both more mundane and yet more difficult. 

  

Our sacrifice is daily, or even moment by moment. We set ourselves aside in order to be of service to others. 

Whether those others be in our household or in our community or in our church or around the world, we learn to 

give ourselves away, sometimes turning away from something we want in order to give to another. This is the 

countercultural message of the gospel. It is countercultural because we live in a society that values self above 

others; values individual rights over shared responsibilities or even duties. 

  

There are so many examples of sacrificial love in the past year during the pandemic. The people who have 

shown up at hospitals and other medical providers to work day after day. The front line workers who continued 



 3 May 9, 2021 

to work with the public. The caring that health care professionals showed their patients day after day, and 

they're still doing it. I especially admire the people who work in the grocery stores, putting themselves in harm's 

way before we had a clue of what was safe or not. So many people limited their shopping to once every week or 

two or even took advantage of shopping services to limit their exposure. This was/is very wise.  But, when I 

think of the people working in those stores, who kept on working. Their sacrifice may have been for the public, 

or it may have been for someone at home who needed that household income in order to survive. That is 

sacrificial love too. 

  

Who has loved you like that? It doesn't have to be earth shattering. It can be in the normal course of everyday 

living. There was this gentleman, Matt, whose wife was pregnant, and she was having a craving. It wasn't for 

pickles and ice cream. It was for turkey salad, but not just any turkey salad. This salad had to come from 

Subway sandwich shop. The most important part is that it had to have shredded lettuce. If by chance the 

Subway shop didn't have shredded lettuce, she wanted him to go to another one.  

  

Did he complain that he was too tired, or that they had all the makings of this salad in the house? No, he got in 

his car and found the salad. Was it a big deal? Was it life or death? Well, that could be depending on how you 

look at it, but in one sense no. But, it was a big deal to his wife. I dare say it was also important for their 

relationship. 

  

C.S. Lewis said "humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less." 

  

The call to sacrificial love is an encouraging call. It should not feel like an impossible dream. We can do this; 

we can love like this. We know because we’ve been loved like this. The other secret is that the more we love, 

the more we are able to love. The more we surrender to others, the more we want to surrender. That is another 

dimension of this “greatest love.” It is greatest because it grows. It grows within us, and it grows between us. 

This is what living the Resurrection is all about. 

  

We have spent the last six weeks considering how we live the Resurrection and what that means. On 

Resurrection day we pondered the stone that blocked the entrance to Jesus' tomb. How the ladies wondered who 

could roll that stone out of the way only to find that it had already been moved. We thought about the stones in 

our own lives. What blocks our access to Jesus? What blocks us from accessing the new life we have in Jesus? 

Who rolls away the stone that gives us new life? Jesus moves the stone. He does it before we even knew that it 

needs moving. He's always ahead of us ready to show us the path. He meets us where we live. He's already 

there, ahead of us.  

  

Then, we considered our need to see, to discern, for things to be made real. People can hear about God's love 

and the sacrifice. We can even tell them about it, but unless they can see the difference, what difference does it 

make? People may not read the Bible, but what are they learning when they see the story of your life? 

  

We learned the importance of listening to our Shepherd's voice. The most important part of that may be the 

actual realization that we should be putting some effort into the listening instead of just doing our own thing or 

going our own way. Realizing that we need to pay attention in the midst of the distractions of our busy lives 

helps us hear that voice whether we hear it in the silence, in the natural world, by reading our Bibles, or even 

through other followers of Jesus.  
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And then, there is abiding, being connected, so that we can really feel the love of Jesus in our everyday lives. 

Having our lives centered there, not just on Sundays, or when we feel desperate or alone, but all the time. So, 

we can feel that we have the power of that love with us. Or, in those moments when we feel weakest, we can 

know that it is okay. We can rest in that love. That allows us to share that love with others. Even if it means 

sharing some of the french-fries that we love, or simply being there when someone needs us.  

  

This is what it means to Live the Resurrection. This is not merely "good advice" or a to-do list. This is the Good 

News of the freedom that we have through Jesus. This is the source of joy. What is joy? It is that sense when 

you experience the abundant love of Jesus, something that we could never earn, but we are given as a gift 

through the sacrificial love of Jesus, sacrificial love of our God. When it all comes together, we will find that 

we are Living the Resurrection. 

  

Amen! 

 

 


