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The day we celebrate Easter may be past, but Easter is really a way of life. That is the meaning of our worship 

series title, Living the Resurrection. But, this period of time from Easter or Resurrection Day through Pentecost 

we recognize as the Easter season, a time when we focus specifically on events directly after Jesus' resurrection 

and the implications that has on our lives. We spent several weeks looking at those events immediately 

following, and now we are looking at what Jesus wanted the disciples to remember after he was gone. 

  

A place where we see this is in the Farewell Discourse in the Gospel of John. We have several chapters where 

Jesus is saying good-bye, but also talking about the specific things that he wanted them to remember when he 

was no longer in their physical presence. By extension, he's telling us as well.  

  

This week's passage is really the first of two parts, which we will finish next week. This week Jesus is focusing 

on how they can remain in connection with him. He answers the question of how they continue to center their 

lives on him after he is gone. How do we? It has to do with the word translated in our Bibles as "abide" or 

"remain." The Greek word is menō. If we can get a handle on that, we will begin to understand what it means to 

live the resurrection. Jesus does this through his description of the relationship of vines and branches in grape 

plants. 

  

Our Scripture passage comes from John 15:1-8. Hear the word of the Lord. 

  

[Jesus says,] 15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 

bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes [or "cleans"] so that it will be even more 

fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain  [or "Abide"] in me, as I 

also remain [or "abide"] in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 

bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

  

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain [or "abide] in me and I in you, you will bear much 

fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain [or "abide] in me, you are like a branch that is 

thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in 

me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s 

glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

  

The word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Before I was committed follower of Jesus, I was taking my first in-depth Bible study, and we got to this 

passage. There was a lot of talk about the importance of abiding with Jesus. I had an idea of what "abide" meant 

from the context, kind of like living with, and that's true if a bit incomplete for how John is using it. But, the 

word "abide" is not a word that you hear in daily life outside of the church. So I asked this kind gentleman in 

the class. He seemed to be a veteran Christian, and I was sure that if anyone knew what a word in the Bible 

meant, he would know it. And he did know … sort of. He said, "It means  … abide." Yeah, really helpful. We 

both got a little frustrated in the process. This was a knowledgeable and scholarly man, and I respected him 

greatly. I know that he knew that you don't define a word by using that same word, but he really couldn't 
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describe it. Truthfully, he so embodied the word, it was so much a part of him, that it confounded him that 

someone else didn't just automatically understand what "abide" meant.  

  

Menō or Abide for John means to live in, dwell, stay, be with, continue to be with over time, remain. "Remain" 

is the word that the NIV Bible translation uses that we just read.  While correct and more familiar to the modern 

listener than the word "abide," it doesn't give us constancy the continued relationship that John is going for here. 

Maybe if it was "remain forever," it would be better. Another good way is as if Jesus said, "Center your lives on 

me!" 

  

Thankfully, Jesus gives us a great illustration here of this constant connection, constant centering, with the vine 

and the branches, the level of attachment we need to live the abundant life. But, how do we do it? Some of this 

overlaps with what we talked about last week in how we listen for Jesus' voice. 

  

Silence 

Silence is one of those ways. Silence in prayer. Silence in resting in the presence of the Lord. Silence is a space 

where God takes control, where we surrender ourselves to the working of the Spirit. Of course, it's not like we 

can simply switch gears. We need a quiet space. We need to be able to sit or lay comfortably. You might find 

yourself drifting asleep in those circumstances. I sometimes do. That's not a terrible thing, but if you want to 

stay awake and find yourself drifting, you can say something like, "Speak Lord, your servant is listening," like 

we talked about last week. Silence. We will have a little of that later as we move into our prayer time. 

  

Music 

Another way that can seem almost 180 degrees different is through music. There is the soft contemplative 

music, but there's also the get your blood pumping singing praises to the Lord kind of music and everything in-

between.  The lyrics, the actual music itself, can fill us, lead us into deeper communion with Jesus and each 

other. It might be instrumental, or it could include singing. The point of it all is to dwell (abide) in the music, to 

let it wash over you. Let yourself get lost in the sounds and the words. That's one of the great things about how 

we are doing hymns right now by speaking the lyrics. We have a new opportunity to learn what our favorite 

hymns are actually talking to us about. Music, a totally different way to abide, live, dwell with Jesus. 

  

Scripture 

The first two ways that we looked at are ways in which we surrender, setting ourselves aside and entering into 

the moment with the divine. The third suggestion is different. It is a heightening of focus. It is attention to the 

word or Scripture. This isn't a casual novel that we're reading or listening to. We need to tune in and listen 

deeply. Often, as with this week, it is the words of Jesus. (Listening to his voice, indeed.)  That's not just here in 

worship, but also when you read Scripture at home, doing it with the same passion and intensity.  

  

That's part of the reason I get confused when I hear people talk about there being a difference between 

following Jesus and reading the Bible or Scripture. The two concepts abide in each other. Scripture is the 

primary place where we get our information about Jesus and how we are to follow him. Of course, merely 

reading it and knowing what it says is not enough. To be followers of Jesus, we have to put that information 

into practice. 

  

Bearing Fruit 
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That's where the fruit comes in. The fruit is the evidence that we are abiding, remaining, living, and dwelling 

with Jesus, but it doesn't just happen through our force of will. It takes time. The trees outside are finally 

starting to get their leaves and blossom. Those blossoms are an indicator that someday, at the proper time, in 

due season, there will be fruit. A lot of things could happen between now and then, so it's no guarantee, but it's 

an indicator.  

  

Of course, there's a funny thing about the trees and their flowers or even their fruit. There is no thought process 

or decision they make. The weather's warm enough now. There's more sunshine. I think I'll change my outfit 

and wear some flowers. Won't that look nice. No, the trees are experiencing, exposed to, the right conditions, 

and it just happens. If they continue to have the right conditions (not the same ones they're experiencing now), 

there will be fruit in the fall. Connection to Jesus gives us those right conditions, what we need at any particular 

time. "Apart from me you can do nothing." (John 15:5) This is not bragging or threatening. It is merely a 

statement of truth. It emphasizes how vital the continued connection is. 

  

All of this happens based on the conditions that we are growing in. We can cooperate with the process by those 

methods I mentioned earlier and others, but it really depends on the tending of the gardener.  

  

In Luke 13, Jesus tells a parable about a tree that isn't doing so well. The owner of the tree wants to chop it 

down, but the gardener says give me another year. I'll water it and fertilize it, and let's see what happens.  

  

Pruning 

Part of that care the gardener (God, the Father) takes of us is pruning. This image we have here of the vine and 

the branches are talking about a grape plant. the vine and its branches, a classic way of God talking about God's 

people all through the older Testament. So much of this would be very familiar language to the disciples. Of 

course, wine was much more important to daily life of everyone then than it is now, so they would also be more 

familiar with the practical side of things too, regardless of their regular profession. That's not so true for most of 

us now.  

  

But even the average gardener knows how important pruning can be. I really don't have what could be 

considered a green thumb, but I remember when my mother would get flowers for the late spring and summer 

seasons. A favorite were petunias. I remember being flabbergasted when we would bring home this beautiful 

plant with the wonderful color of the blossoms, and my mother would pinch off every single one. Wait! What?! 

Then she explained that by removing them, the plant would put out many more new shoots, and it would be 

even MORE beautiful and prolific.   

  

I've lived in "wine country" at different times of my life. If you go over to Walla Walla, you will see many 

grape vines in their neat rows. If you look right now, they will look a bit stark. I was surprised to learn how 

drastic pruning of grape vines had to be. On the Washington State University website, it advises, "Don't be 

afraid to cut. When you finish, about 90% of last year's growth will be cut." 

(https://extension.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/grape-research/pruning-grapes-in-home-gardens-some-basic-

guidelines/) All of this is so that what grows this season can get adequate air and light, especially light, so that 

the branches can bear much fruit … much more, higher quality, than they would if simply left alone. When we 

think about it for ourselves, that process is not always going to be fun. That new lesson, that new realization that 

https://extension.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/grape-research/pruning-grapes-in-home-gardens-some-basic-guidelines/
https://extension.wsu.edu/maritimefruit/grape-research/pruning-grapes-in-home-gardens-some-basic-guidelines/
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the way we've always done it, or that thing that we didn't think was so bad or even bad at all, but finally see that 

it's not loving to our neighbors or even our friends. It's not helpful. It's not what Jesus would do. 

  

That's why we need that connection, getting that life force from Jesus in that connection like a baby getting its 

nutrients and oxygen from mom in the womb. It's the only way that it can grow, develop, be transformed, and 

LIVE. When the branches are not attached, when the life force is cut off, it dies. We have all seen trees with 

dead branches. All over the county have I been seeing trees being trimmed, pruned. The branches that have 

already fallen to the ground collected into piles. Having all that dead wood burned. Jesus is telling the disciples 

and us how much he does not want that to happen. Remain in my, so that you can LIVE. 

  

All of which demonstrates why of all of Jesus' illustrations, this one might be the most accurate for menō, to 

abide, to remain with Jesus. God's desire to have this connection with humanity is one of the main themes in 

John's Gospel. It is a brilliant illustration of what it means to Live the Resurrection. This is what we talk about 

when we are in communion with God and with each other. God the Father --> in Jesus --> in The Holy Spirit --

> in Us, with Us. Mutual indwelling. Mutual love, care, and support for the benefit of all.  

  

We can think about it, ponder it, and feel good about it. It can even be quite a powerful experience when we 

realize the implications of this, but sitting and contemplating is not enough. 

  

It's taking this knowledge, this love and care that Jesus has for us, gives to us through our connection to the 

vine, abiding with each other. We get what we need to live, and we produce the fruit that Jesus needs to share 

God's love with the world. Seeing that new growth and good fruit that produces. Reaching out to others to offer 

this life giving force. 

  

When we abide with Christ, we are Living the Resurrection! 

  

Amen! 

 

 


