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After three weeks of celebrating and remembering the events of the first Easter, this week we are moving to 

other texts that show and demonstrate for us what it means to Live the Resurrection. As I mentioned earlier we 

are continuing our journey with our senses from sight and touch to this week, hearing. Not, just hearing with our 

ears but with our whole being.  

  

We will be looking at Jesus as our Good Shepherd. Just before today's passage we have the story of the healing 

of the man born blind. Jesus took care of this man. He called to him, and the man followed. He led the man to 

the green pastures where he could find life. Whereas the people who were supposed to shepherd him, the 

leaders and the teachers, sent him away and threw him out. Then, Jesus seeks him out again. The passage 

contrasts these "hired hands" with Jesus as the Good Shepherd. So, if you have ever had a job caring for 

livestock, this passage isn't referring to you as the failing "hired hands." In this case, you are the sheep that 

deserves loving care from a Shepherd you can trust. 

  

The chapter we're reading today in John, chapter 10, serves as a commentary, an explanation of all that 

transpired just before. I'm going to be reading it out of The VOICE translation to allow us to hear with fresh 

ears, what is to many a familiar passage. Hear the word of the Lord.  

  

John 10:1-18 The VOICE 

10 Jesus: I tell you the truth: the man who crawls through the fence of the sheep pen, rather than walking 

through the gate, is a thief or a vandal. 2 The shepherd walks openly through the entrance. 3 The guard who is 

posted to protect the sheep opens the gate for the shepherd, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When all the sheep have been gathered, he walks on ahead of them; and 

they follow him because they know his voice. 5 The sheep would not be willing to follow a stranger; they run 

because they do not know the voice of a stranger. 

  

6 Jesus explained a profound truth through this metaphor, but they did not understand His teaching. 7 So He 

explained further. 

  

Jesus: I tell you the truth: I am the gate [or door for] the sheep. 8 All who approached the sheep before Me 

came as thieves and robbers, and the sheep did not listen to their voices. 9 I am the gate [or the door]; whoever 

enters through Me will be liberated, will go in and go out, and will find pastures. 10 The thief approaches with 

malicious intent, looking to steal, slaughter, and destroy; I came to give life with joy and abundance. 

  

11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep in His care. 12 The hired hand 

is not like the shepherd caring for His own sheep. When a wolf attacks, snatching and scattering the sheep, he 

runs for his life, leaving them defenseless. 13 The hired hand runs because he works only for wages and does 

not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd; I know My sheep, and My sheep know Me. 15 As the Father 

knows Me, I know the Father; I will give My life for the sheep. 16 There are many more sheep than you can see 

here, and I will bring them as well. They will hear My voice, and the flock will be united. One flock. One 

shepherd. 17 The Father loves Me because I am willing to lay down My life—but I will take it up again. 18 My 

life cannot be taken away by anybody else; I am giving it of My own free will. My authority allows Me to give 

My life and to take it again. All this has been commanded by My Father. 
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The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

A friend of mine told me a true story about a man who is a farmer and a sheep breeder. As an expert outstanding 

in his field, he was lending his expertise to the kids showing their animals at the county fair. While he was 

there, someone stole the sheep from his ranch. He had a suspect in mind, but he didn't know for sure.  

  

This other guy lived in another county. So, when their county fair came around a couple weeks later, he went to 

check things out. When he went into the sheep barn, the sheep, his sheep, started crying for him. He recognized 

them though they had been retagged.  

  

When he was telling the story later, someone asked, "You're going to tell me that you could recognize your 

sheep?" 

  

"Absolutely," he said. "I know my sheep." 

  

When we look at the claim of a bunch of what the average person might think of as undistinguishable creatures 

from the multitude. God knows us that well, out of billions of people. God knows each one of us individually.  

  

But, how do we know the one, our Good Shepherd? We have to listen. The truth is that we hear all kinds of 

voices. Some are better than others, and some will lead us down a dark path, far far astray. Are we listening to 

the One we should? 

  

Why Should We Listen? 

 

The first question is why? Why should we listen to Jesus' voice, our Shepherd? There's lots of people who claim 

to be wise and to know the truth. They're supposed to guide us, be trustworthy. One reason we should listen is 

that God tells us to. In Matthew 17, in what we call the Transfiguration, Jesus brought Peter, James, and John to 

the top of a high place where Jesus meets with Moses and Elijah. As if that's not shocking enough, a cloud 

envelops the top of the mountain.  

  

We see that from time to time around here. Imagine being on the top of Mount Joseph on a bright sunny day, 

and suddenly you are enveloped by a cloud … like the one on Mount Sinai with Moses .. And you hear a sound 

that terrifies you, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him." (Mt 17:5) 

  

We know through the Gospels, through what his disciples said about him, through what Scripture says about 

him, Jesus cares. He is faithful, and he is true. He wants us to have life and have it abundantly. On top of that, 

we need help. We can't do it on our own. That rubs the independent streak in us the wrong way, but it's the 

truth. The Greek philosophers were wrong. God does not help those who help themselves. God helps those who 

depend on him. We need a savior. We need a leader, and sadly all human leaders will let us down. After all, 

they're only human and subject to all the weaknesses of humanity, even the best of us. They're only human. I'm 

only human. You're only human. Many of us will do our best, but we need to look to the Good Shepherd too.  
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How Do We Listen? 

 

Silence 

If we are going to listen for the Shepherd's voice, how do we do it? That is if we have a mind to listen. One 

thing that we can do is embrace some silence. How can we hear the voice when we are in a sea of sound all the 

time. One of the images that I have up here is a cartoon of a sheep outside on a lounge chair. Headphones on 

while watching a tv, and a radio nearby. He has his computer open on his lap. He's reading a magazine, and his 

Bible is under a pile of other papers. In the background there is a shepherd coming over the hill calling out. The 

sheep is oblivious, while he says to himself, "I wonder why I don't hear from the shepherd anymore." 

  

We are surrounded by noise, even in worship. Do we try to fill the silence too much? It can be hard to transition 

to silence when we are so used to the noise. It can be hard to keep our focus and keep our minds from drifting. 

I'm constantly making lists of the things I need to do or hope I don't forget. One thing that you can say when 

you feel yourself drifting is a short (and sincere) prayer to God, "Speak Lord, your servant is listening."  

  

You can also practice a silent prayer, not speaking yourself at all, internally or out loud, but resting in the 

presence of God, the Holy Spirit, like you might do with a friend, or even find yourself chatting kind of, about 

your day, what's going on, but then simply sitting there with God imagining the safety and reassurance of being 

in the palm of God's hand. I feel myself relaxing just thinking about it.  So, there is simply silence to hear God's 

voice. 

  

Through the Natural World 

There can be something that may feel similar because we're not speaking and neither are other humans, but it is 

not silent. I'm talking about the sounds of nature. [Turn on bird recording.] Taking in the natural realm of God's 

creation and letting it speak to us. Seeing and hearing the little things. Experiencing the raw power of the rush 

of a waterfall, the sound of the crick or river. I love listening to crickets and little frogs at night. Taking a walk 

out in it. Hearing the wind and rain. Sometimes we're listening with our eyes or how the air feels or how it 

smells. That is another way to hear God's voice. 

  

Scripture 

We listen through Scripture, just in today's passage, what are the kinds of things that Jesus says, and in other 

places? What are the things that Jesus is interested in? What does God look for from or in us? The only way that 

we can know about these kinds of things first hand is through the Bible.  

  

When I read a book or a book series by the same author, especially if I'm reading it straight through, I notice 

that I start talking and thinking in the style or the voice, the attitude of the author, or maybe the narrator or the 

main character. Has that ever happened to you? Maybe, I'll be watching a documentary series, one episode right 

after another, and I'll start talking like the narrator. I'm not saying that if I watch multiple episodes of The Blue 

Planet that I'll start talking in a British accent like David Attenborough, but I might start talking in the same 

cadence or rhythm. I might use some of his regular vocabulary. When we do that with the Bible, in a small way, 

we start thinking like God. We hear his voice, so to speak, and sometimes that voice can come out of our own 

mouths. 

  

Other Christians 
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Then, there are other Christians. Like I said earlier, they're only human, but … sometimes God uses others to 

communicate with us. By sharing our stories of faith and our own personal struggles with one another, we learn 

that we are not alone in this journey, even if we feel that way. We can get support and new insights as we 

discuss things with others.  

  

The way I was raised, I was taught that you don't discuss religion in social situations. You know that these days 

with everything as polarized as they are that can be a risky proposition. So, I can understand the resistance. But, 

you know one place that is not supposed to apply? In your church, in this assembly of the gathered community 

and the people in it. Are people still supposed to be polite, caring, and loving towards each other, even if you 

come across items of disagreement? Absolutely! But, if you can't talk about your faith among people in your 

own church, where else can you do it? If you don't, think of how much wisdom that you're missing out on.  

  

So, all of this true of people who think like us, at least most of the time, but it can be even more profound with 

people from other backgrounds, cultures, races, and ethnicities. As we heard in our Scripture passage Jesus 

says, "10:16 There are many more sheep than you can see here, and I will bring them as well." (The VOICE) Or 

in a more familiar translation, "I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also." (NIV) 

When Jesus said this, the people listening would have thought that we were the outsiders, the sheep of other 

pens, other folds. Today for us, this would apply to the people that are not in our inner circle. Jesus is not just 

with our little fold of sheep. There are sheep from all nations and places. We can hear God's voice/Jesus' voice 

through their experience of God too. 

  

Expect to Hear 

 

We have to keep in mind what might be the most important thing of all of this. We need to expect to hear. If 

you don't think or expect God to be talking to you, you won't even be looking for it. What a radical thought that 

is for those who gather to worship this day. God is speaking to you! Not just to followers with more authority, 

not just to those who are farther along the journey of faith, but to you as well. The real question for us today is 

not, “Will God speak to me, to us today?” Instead it's, will we listen for that voice that is speaking? Jesus 

doesn’t say, “Listen and maybe I’ll have something to say.” He says, “Listen to my voice.” “I am speaking” is 

the implied message, so pay attention. 

  

But we, as humans, we resist. We're supposed to follow Jesus, our Shepherd, but let's be honest. We don't like 

being told what to do. If the pandemic has taught us anything, we've seen that all different kinds of people balk 

at being told what to do, especially if they don't understand why. "Because I said so," doesn't persuade many 

people to comply, but sometimes, many times, that's exactly what Jesus expects from us. You know later, when 

we look back, we can say, "Ah, now I understand," but in moment? No, thank you. I'll do what I want to do, 

what makes sense to me.  

  

And then there's the attitude of "I can do it," "I got this." Or, that other charming phrase, "Hold, my beer." 

"Watch me." That independent streak that says, I don't need a leader. I don't need a savior. I can do it myself. 

We can see the pride and arrogance of that attitude in others, but if we look we may see a bit of that in ourselves 

too. 
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But even we, who diligently try to follow our Shepherd can get caught in this trap, maybe especially your 

pastor. Being eager to live the life of faith, the abundant life … when we get a moment … in our spare time … 

Sunday mornings for sure … most of the time … when we can squeeze it all in. When just getting by is 

exhausting, so we don't have time for the little extras like faith, like life, abundant life. Maybe that's just me. 

That's when I have to remember to pray. "I can't do this, Lord. I need your help. Show me. Lead me." It sounds 

crazy, but Jesus shows up. In the silence, in that walk in the woods, in that Scripture passage, in that 

conversation with a friend or loved one. It is amazing. You know what. It happened to me again, just the day 

before yesterday. 

  

The One who came that we might have life weeps when his children try to go it alone and wander off into the 

wilderness. These are the ones for whom he was willing to lay down his life. These are the ones he wanted to 

gather in. These and so many others who are wandering around out there harassed and helpless are in need of a 

shepherd. We are the ones though not the only ones. 

  

All of which is to say that we won't hear the voice of the Shepherd if we don't think that we need to listen. We 

often struggle with how to hear the voice of God in our lives. But determining that we do need to be listening 

for that voice is a big step that far too many of us skip. We need to listen with our body, mind, and soul, and 

that's how we Live the Resurrection! 

  

Amen! 

 


