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This is our final week in our worship series, Holy Vessels: A Lenten Season of Recovery. We have had two main 

goals for this series. First, after this long year of pandemic, all of the changes we've had to adapt to in almost 

every aspect of our lives, what we've lost, everything from our own physical and mental health, friends and 

family that have suffered either directly from COVID or the other challenges of living that were made even 

more complicated because of COVID. There has been the economic toll, and of course, the spiritual toll of not 

being able to physically gather as the Body of Christ. We need the support of the rest of the Body. We can't do 

it all on our own.  

  

Through this series we have looked at Jesus in these healing narratives in chapters 8 and 9 of Matthew to see so 

many of the ways Jesus wants to help us. How we can go to him to lean on. How he brought new life to people 

who felt hopeless, remembering that when we feel hopeless. We have used the image of sea glass and antique 

treasures that we may have, to show that no matter how broken, beat up, and tossed around we may feel, that 

Jesus can turn it into something beautiful and valuable. Our theme song for this series has been "Beautiful 

Things." God makes beautiful things out of the dust. God makes beautiful things out of us." So, our first goal 

was to learn, to remember, that no matter how broken and messed up we feel, God sees us, takes our brokenness 

and transforms it, making us whole, giving us new life. 

  

This week is Palm Sunday, when we remember how Jesus was welcomed with loud cries of  

"Hosanna" as they waved palm branches to celebrate his arrival to Jerusalem. Our primary Scripture passage 

though has a different kind of parade, a parade of people acting on behalf of their friend.  Last week, Jesus and 

the disciples left Capernaum to sail across the Sea of Galilee. This week they are returning from that voyage.  

  

Matthew 9:1-8 Hear the word of the Lord: 

9 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 2 Some men brought to him a 

paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your 

sins are forgiven.” 

 

3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” 

 

4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 5 Which is 

easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you to know that the 

Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “Get up, take your 

mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the crowd saw this, they were filled 

with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to man. 

  

The Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon                        Holy Vessels: Holy, Wholly    

 



 2  

 

These days the word "authority" does not have a good reputation. There are good reasons for that. We simply 

don't like it when other people have authority over us. We feel that some liberty has been taken from us. In 

short, we don't like being told no or other people telling us what to do. Part of the problem is that we often don't 

trust that this person or organization has our best interests at heart. We may suspect that either they are telling 

us what to do because they can, simply to exercise their power over us, or what they are telling us to do benefits 

their interests, not ours. This can range from a member of our family, a teacher, an employer, a bank official, a 

law enforcement officer, even a pastor, to what we think of as authoritarian governments that arrest people in 

the middle of the night that may or may not ever be seen again. No wonder we don't like the word authority.  

  

But then, there is the kind of authority that Jesus exercises, not of violent oppression or simple selfishness. His 

authority is loving. It brings freedom and new life. That is what Matthew has been showing us with story after 

story in chapters 8 and 9, these stories that we have been looking at for the past six weeks. This is the kind of 

authority that we can all use. 

  

We've also been talking about faith a lot these past weeks. In these stories faith seems to be the key that unlocks 

all of the healing Jesus does. It's not a question as to whether we have an adequate amount of faith for us to 

qualify to receive healing from Jesus. It is more about whether we accept Jesus' authority, whether we accept 

that Jesus has the ability to heal, to make us whole. A person who doesn't accept that won't even go to Jesus in 

the first place. In today's Scripture we see some people whose faith is on full display, the friends of the 

paralyzed man. 

  

It just goes to show that faith can be expressed in words and in actions. They brought their friend to someone 

they thought could help. Then the man demonstrated his faith by obeying Jesus' command to get up, take his 

mat, and go home. If he didn't have faith in Jesus' authority, he would not have even tried to get up. 

  

It's like James says in his letter in chapter 2 verse 18, "I will show you my faith by what I do." 

  

Do you realize that this is the only story we've looked at in this series that attributes sin as the cause of the 

illness, malady, or crisis? That is significant. The common belief then (which is not the same as what the 

scholars would say is necessarily correct) the common belief then was that anything bad that happened was due 

to one's personal sin. This is regardless as to whether it was simply missing the mark when you were trying your 

hardest or open rebellion and taking delight in doing wrong. There are many that still think that way today. 

  

If they, or someone else, is poor, sick, has had some tragedy happen to themselves or someone they love, they 

think that it is because they did something wrong or even that God is punishing them for it. Therefore, the 

suffering is deserved, a just punishment. We have seen in story after story these past six weeks that this is not 

the case. We have seen example after example of Jesus healing and helping people with no mention of sin 

whatsoever.  

  

They have to have faith, to believe that Jesus could help them, sometimes like with the centurion's servant and 

the ruler's daughter someone else had to have faith on their behalf, but even with all that. Healing after healing 

with no mention of sin, guilt, or forgiveness. So, the conclusion has to be that all suffering cannot be attributed 

to an individual's personal sin. 



 3  

 

  

It's a bit different in today's story. It is the man's friends who have the faith to bring him to Jesus, but 

forgiveness is part of the healing. What was this man's sin? We don't know. Was he wracked with so much guilt 

that it paralyzed him? We really don't know that either though there has been a lot of speculation on this point. 

It's possible. I know that I have literally been sick with guilt over something I've done.  

  

However, it could be something else. It could be result of the sin, the evil, set loose in the world. When we think 

of this pandemic that we are experiencing, it could simply be a symptom of the brokenness of the world. When 

we think of people, who seem to do everything right health wise but still get cancer or something. This is a 

result of sin, not necessarily, personal sins that these people committed, but the reality of evil being in the 

world.  

  

So of course, this is something that affects everyone from the time of their birth, maybe even before their birth. 

Before anyone even had the capacity to decide to do something "wrong" or even "right" for that matter. This is a 

condition from which we all need healing. 

  

But, Jesus doesn't use the word healing in this whole story. He uses the word forgive or forgiven. What do we 

think of when we hear those words? I associate them with something like "pardon." There's acknowledgement 

by someone in authority, that a wrong had been done, however, you don't have to suffer the consequence. Or, 

like a debt or loan that is forgiven. Everyone agrees that you owe the money, but you don't have to pay it back. 

That sounds very reasonable, and I would be very grateful to anyone that did that for me.  

  

But, the word that our English Bibles translate as "forgive" or "forgiven" also has the connotation of sending 

away, so far away that they are forgotten forever. It's like we hear in Psalm 103:12, "As far as the east is from 

the west, so far has [God] removed our transgressions from us." Or, we can think of it as drawing out. Think of 

pulling poison out of or washing an infection from a wound, so then it can heal … and made whole.  

  

So, whether this man's sin was due to the evil of the world infecting him, so to speak, with this paralysis, or it 

was of his own making, he needed forgiveness before he could be healed.  

  

Even if we are guilty of sin great or small. Even if we do deserve the punishment … maybe even punishment 

we are inflicting on yourself, we still can be forgiven. Our sin will still be taken and removed from us as far as 

the east is from the west. Jesus will still make us whole and give us new life. But once we have that new life, 

how do we pass it on? How do we share it. How can we as the Body of Christ help to provide the service that 

the paralyzed man's friends did? Or, even what Jesus did for the man?  

  

I have used this phrase "Body of Christ and individual members of it" throughout this series. What does that 

mean?  One of the things it means is that we physically carry on Jesus' work in the world. We share the Good 

News that the Kingdom of God is near, even when it doesn't look like it, such as times like these. 

  

So, as the Body of Christ, one of the things that we can do is assure people who may think that they are 

irredeemable that forgiveness is available to them, just as it has been to us. (Douglas Hare, Matthew: Interpretation: A 

Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Kindle Edition.) 
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We can point them to Jesus as the one with the power, yes, authority, and the desire to forgive them and make 

them whole. 

  

This is how we are Holy Vessels, vessels of God's love. Vessels of the Good News of the healing and 

wholeness that is available to people. When we relinquish our own authority and have faith in Jesus' authority 

… give ourselves over to it … that gives us the freedom of living an abundant life. That doesn't necessarily 

mean one with riches, but it removes the separation we have from God, so that we may be made whole. 

  

That is why Jesus came, the Word made Flesh, to remove, take away our sin, our brokenness and fling it far 

from us. That is what we are leading up to during Holy Week, so that through Easter resurrection, we all would 

have the opportunity for wholeness and new life. 

  

Amen! 


