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In our worship series, Holy Vessels, we are looking at the healing stories in the Gospel of Matthew. In all of 

these stories, Jesus is healing all the wrong ones, the poor, the outcast, the unclean, ones that people had been 

taught were cursed by God and sinners. Today, we actually have two healings.  

 

Matthew 9:27-33        
As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly,“Have mercy on us, Son of 

David!” When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you 

believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes and said, 

“According to your faith let it be done to you.” And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered 

them, “See that no one knows of this.” But they went away and spread the news about him throughout 

that district. After they had gone away, a demoniac who was mute was brought to him. And when the 

demon had been cast out, the one who had been mute spoke; and the crowds were amazed and said, 

“Never has anything like this been seen in Israel.” 

 

The word of Life. 

Thanks Be to God! 

  

When these men were healed, Jesus told them not to tell anyone, but they could not help it. They had to tell 

their story about the wondrous thing that occurred. Perhaps part of their healing was this truth telling. The 

crowds who saw Jesus with the mute man. They couldn’t help but talk about their amazement. These healing 

narratives in Matthew tell us about a bigger truth that through Jesus, God has come to heal us all. He has come 

to bring us all out of the shadows and into the light. Our stories, our lives, and mixed together with God's love. 

Our truth and our stories liberate us and connect us to one another. 

  

Think about the woman of Samaria at the well with Jesus. After their conversation, she leaves him and runs to 

town to tell everyone about it. These people who likely despised and looked down on her. She says, "Come and 

see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?" (John 4:29 NIV) 

  

There are at least two kinds of stories here. There are the stories of trial, tribulation, struggle, and pain. All of us 

have stories. Not everyone has a need or desire to tell them, but we all have them. We have the stories that have 

shaped us and brought us to this time and place. All of us have the story of how the pandemic has affected us. 

They're all different. We have the stories of what caused the scars that can make us feel less than. Being able - 

feeling safe enough - to share those stories can bring healing. 

  

Jesus listens to our stories. Jesus already knows our stories, but provides that safe place to be our complete, open 

and authentic, vulnerable selves without any mask or pretense, knowing that he will listen with love and 

compassion. "Have Mercy on us, Son of David!" 

  

But we, as the church, the Body of Christ, and individually members of that body, should also be a safe place 

where people can share their stories of pain and hardship. Unlike Jesus, we cannot know the stories beforehand, 

but we can be a safe place, a place of compassion.  

  

I remember when I was going through a particularly bad time. I was grieving, and I thought I was doing pretty 

well with it until … I started having these terrible muscle spasms in my back. I was wracked with pain, physical 

pain because of the emotional pain that I was somehow suppressing. I didn't even realize I was doing it, but it 

certainly was a wakeup call that there was something going on because I knew that I hadn't done anything 

unusual physically to cause it. Suppressed stress from grief was rearing its ugly head.  
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I knew that I needed to address it, and I sought counseling through my church. They had what is called 

Stephen's Ministry. Some of you may have heard of it. This is where lay persons in the church are trained as 

counselors. The larger ministry/training organization also has suggestions of how anyone with a little 

adjustment of language can become a safe place for people to share their stories. 

  

  

Acknowledging our stories, when we're ready, listening to others, 

helps us heal, helps us feel cared for, not alone in our suffering. We 

are rescued from our isolation. We have all suffered from the forced 

isolation of the past year, but you can be standing shoulder to shoulder 

in a crowd and still feel isolated and alone in your suffering. 

  

But through the sharing of our stories, with others, but most 

importantly with Jesus, we get a new story to share, a story of healing, 

redemption, salvation. The woman of Samaria, "Come and see a man 

who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?" (John 

4:29) 

  

Can you imagine the new story the blind men told? "We asked for 

mercy, and he gave it!" They were freed to rejoin the community, 

freed from spiritual blindness. You know, they never asked to be 

healed. They only asked for mercy. You can imagine these two men 

who in their society would not be able to work and make a living. 

They would have had to beg for money and say to passersby. 

"Mercy!" they'd call out hoping for a few coins. 

  

Jesus did more than give them money. He gave them new life. How 

could they help from telling people their new story?  

  

Just like it's important for the church, the Body of Christ to hear the story of pain and truth of our lives, it is also 

important to share with each other how Jesus has changed our lives, how we received new life through Jesus. 

I'm not just talking about the hope of eternal life, though that's true too, but I mean immediate changes that we 

experience now.  

 

Why? Why is it important? 

1. Celebration and praise, pure and simple. 

2. To help people who are having a challenging day or season to remember their story of salvation. 

3. To give hope, and the idea of the possibility of hope, to people who haven't experienced it yet. 

4. And, to practice sharing your story with people who may already understand and celebrate with you. 

  

Then you can be ready to share your story with the wider world with enthusiasm. The blind men, the person 

who can now speak, and the amazed crowds. They shared this story of Jesus to people who didn't know of him. 

Then, a few chapters later, Jesus will have crowds following him. 

  

That's the power of story. That's the power of your story. The stories of injury inflicted upon us by a broken 

world, and the story of the One who came to heal us, to give us new life.  

  

What is your story? I really want to know. Where does it hurt? How can I help? How did you become a 

follower of Jesus? Do you still have questions about that? What lead you to this place in your faith journey?  
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You can contact me in so many ways. The easiest way to start is by sending me an email to jumc@eoni.com or 

leaving a comment on this video or on Facebook. Then we can set up a time, and I can hear your story.  

  

Or, maybe you can be the listening ear to someone else as they tell their story. It may not be a happy story. 

That's okay. Just listen. Have mercy. Show compassion. That’s one way that the church becomes a sanctuary, a 

safe place, a place of healing. 

  

Sometimes in churches we get the impression that we have to be happy all the time, always smiling. That if you 

aren't, it's some kind of sin. You're bad. That's Not True. All the heroes of the Bible went through times of 

sorrow and pain, but they went to the Lord with it, so it could be transformed into peace and joy knowing the 

love of Jesus. It was transformed into patience, understanding, and compassion for others. "God make beautiful 

things out of the dust. God makes beautiful things out of us." ("Beautiful Things") 

  

In a little while, our closing song will be "There's a Balm in Gilead." It is a beautiful rendition, so if you don't 

usually listen to the closing song, I encourage you to listen this time. But, I will give you a little preview, now. 

  

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

  

Sometimes I feel discouraged, 

And think my work's in vain. 

But then the Holy Spirit, 

Revives my soul again. 

  

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

  

Amen! 


