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A Contemporary Word  

"The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate actions of its 

members." – Coretta Scott King 

  

An Ancient Word  

We are in the Gospel of Matthew where the writer has provided a cluster of extraordinary healing stories. These 

are the stories we will be looking at in the weeks leading up to Easter. They are places after Jesus teaches so 

much during the Sermon on the Mount. This section of healing stories is the response to the question, "Who is 

he to tell us all these things?" Response? "He's the One that God gave the authority to do these amazing things, 

these things that are outside the cultural norm, outside what is actually safe for most people, outside the ability 

of normal humans. He does and says things that only God can do.  

  

Matthew 8: 5-13 

5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, 

“my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” 

  7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?” 

  8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, 

and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 

‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

  10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not 

found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and 

will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects 

of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant 

was healed at that moment. 

BELIEVE 
People were fortified by Jesus’ words and deeds that revealed care for all–especially those 

marginalized. We strengthen our belief in the possibility for renewed health and vigor for all. 



 2 February 28, 2021 

  

The word of Life. 

Thanks Be to God! 

  

Sermon                        Holy Vessels: Safe Keeping                 

  

This is such an interesting story. What do you think of when you imagine a Centurion? Or, even a Roman 

soldier, part of a company of other soldiers? They have the armor. The shield. The helmet. They have the 

sword. Heavy equipment. They need to have the strength and the stamina to carry it all. It was designed to make 

them look big and imposing. Who do we have here? We have a Centurion, a leader of Roman soldiers with 

about a hundred under his command. He tells us that is a person accustomed to exercising personal power. He is 

probably one of the people with the most worldly power in the area.  

  

It's not only his soldiers. He has a household, his servants, and even the local Jewish leaders. He says, "Jump!" 

And they ask how high, but he also knows the limits of his personal power. On the most practical level, there 

are the people in authority over him, his commanding officer, the local Roman governing authority. But today, 

it's different. There's something going on in his household over which he has no control, no authority. He cannot 

just command it to be what he wants through brute strength or force of will. He has to ask for help. 

  

On the other hand, he is a complete outsider as far as Jewish culture is concerned. He is part of an occupying 

army, part of whose role to convince the local populace that there is no point in resistance because they have no 

hope of success. In Luke's account, this centurion is highly thought of by the local Jewish leaders, and they 

come to Jesus on his behalf. (Luke 7) And yet, he is a Gentile. Someone with whom Jewish people are not 

supposed to interact with and especially not go into their home for personal service.  

  

Now, he is humbling himself before this Jewish healer. Why? On behalf of another, someone who is completely 

powerless, not only because he is paralyzed, but because he is a servant in a strange land. He may be a slave. He 

may even be the Centurion's young son. The Greek word is a little vague, but all of these people would have 

very little if any social status or standing, the ultimate nobody. 

  

So, he turns to Jesus, his last hope, his only hope he has left. He has faith because he has no other choice. He 

comes to Jesus to do for him what he cannot do for himself, as powerful as he is. 

  

And this is a good time to talk about faith for a moment. You can read a passage like this and think, "If I just 

have enough faith, if I pray hard enough or say it in the right way, God will grant my request." Then if it doesn't 

work out the way that we hoped, we can feel guilt for not doing it in the right way or feel like we must not have 

enough faith. And really, it's not like that. It is more about trust. 

  

I appreciate fervent prayers. We have a marvelous prayer chain, meaning that people submit prayer requests, 

and people in our congregation pray about them. I don't take advantage of it as much as I should. If you have a 

prayer request, I encourage you to send it to us. You can send it directly to our prayer chain coordinator, Betty 

Cosgrove, if you have her contact information, or you can send it to the church at jumc@eoni.com.  
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But, it is not like giving your order at a restaurant. It is trusting God with your heart and concerns and knowing 

that God will do what's best, what we cannot do for ourselves. It may look exactly like what we hoped for, or it 

may be very different. One of the things that I appreciate about our prayer chain is that this is the attitude it 

expresses.  

  

So faith, for followers of Jesus, is in fact believing, trusting, that Jesus possesses the power and authority of 

God and will use it to save us, no matter how that might look. The truth is that most of us trust in ourselves 

much more than we trust in Jesus. 

  

As I was preparing for today, Janie Tippett, read me the devotion for February 26 from Oswald Chambers 

where he shares his own doubts about faith. “Lord, I have had misgivings about You. I have not believed in 

Your abilities, but only my own. And I have not believed in Your almighty power apart from my finite 

understanding of it.” (My Utmost for His Highest) 

  

What the Centurion trusted was that Jesus had the ability and authority. What is amazing is the humility that the 

Centurion was willing to demonstrate on behalf of another who was completely powerless. Do we have the 

ability to be that humble before Jesus? Do we have the trust to let go of the faith that we have in ourselves to 

know what's right, how it should be, what we have determined that the best outcome is and give it to Jesus, to 

confess our doubt, so that we can trust him more. 

  

This is something that I struggle with all of the time. The time of this pandemic has just outlined it in neon. 

Trying to maintain our community our fellowship, keep us spiritually fed, while keeping us safe. I can't do it by 

myself, on my own. Now, there are people in our church that have done wondrous and amazing things to help 

us maintain our connections and foster new ones. For that I am so grateful, but I'm really talking about 

something else.  

  

There are times that I cry out to God, "I can't do this! It is beyond me. I don't have the capacity. You have to do 

it, Lord, because I cannot." It didn't take the pandemic for me to present that prayer to God, but I can tell you 

that I have prayed it on more than one occasion in this past year. Sometimes, I feel an immediate sense of peace. 

I feel like a burden has been lifted from me. I don't have to know all the answers. I don't have to figure it all out. 

I know that I have left it in the hand of the One that I trust above all others … and at least in that moment, even 

more than I trust myself.  

  

Sometimes, I have to sleep on it.  It's a matter of trust even if it is just one step at a time, and that's okay. In the 

Lord's prayer, it says, "give me THIS DAY my daily bread." Just what I need for right now. Then, I can rise up 

again and move forward in the role that the Lord has prepared for me. 

  

Do we have the strength and the boldness to approach Jesus directly, to appeal to Jesus on behalf of others? 

People who may not have the strength, ability, or knowledge to do it for themselves. Do we trust Jesus enough 

to give it over to him?  

  

Of course, we again have Jesus crossing barriers helping the least likely. The Centurion goes looking for Jesus, 

and Jesus offers to return to this home. This time it was helping people who were not Jewish even though other 

parts of the Gospel accounts show that at this time his ministry was focused on the Jewish people and working 
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towards their restoration. Still, he does it anyway. We are reminded of the ancient promises in the Older 

Testament of God's intension of people from all nations to be part of together God's holy family. He offers to 

come to us. Sometimes it may feel like it is at a distance, but that does not stop the effect. He is willing to come 

if we will let him in. 

  

How can we follow Jesus' example of crossing those boundaries? How can we, through Jesus, bring healing and 

wholeness to our community? Here is the fine line that we always have to be mindful about. Seeing Jesus' 

example and trying to make that happen through our own will and our own strength, again trusting more in 

ourselves than in Jesus. Yet, faith in Jesus is something that calls for a response. We are supposed to do. 

Recognizing that we do things as Jesus' servant. We do not do it merely on our own authority and strength. We 

do not force it, but recognize that it is impossible on our own. We do it humbly, seeking the constant guidance 

of the Lord. 

  

Amen! 


