
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by Cherie Dearth 

 “The Word Make Flesh”   December 20, 2020 

John 1:1-5, 14 CEB 

1:1 In the beginning was the Word 

    and the Word was with God 

    and the Word was God. 

2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 

3 Everything came into being through the 

Word, 

    and without the Word 

    nothing came into being. 

What came into being 

4     through the Word was life, 

    and the life was the light for all people. 

5 The light shines in the darkness, 

    and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the 

light. 

  

  

14 The Word became flesh 

    and made his home among us. 

We have seen his glory, 

    glory like that of a father’s only son, 

        full of grace and truth. 

  

The Word of Life! 

Thanks be to God! 

  

What do you think of when you hear the phrase, "Word of God?" You were given lots of opportunities to hear 

that in this last passage and the response. In the Scripture passage, the "Word" is meant to refer to Jesus. But 

maybe you think of something more like out of the movie The Ten Commandments where God talks to Moses 

out of the burning bush, or after Jesus is baptized where there is a voice saying, "This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased" (Mt 3:17).  

  

Prophets also received the word of the Lord, either direct instruction or with messages that they were to deliver 

to other people. Inspired prophets and writers took down these things, and they became the Bible, the word of 

God. Of course, most of what we know about Jesus comes from the writings of the New Testament. Both Jesus 

and the New Testament writers refer to Scripture as the word of God. (cf. Mt 15:6, Mk 7:13, Luke 3:4, John 

10:35, Acts 7:38, Rom 3:2, Rom 5:6, 1 Cor 14:36, James 1:22), so it is absolutely correct to consider the Bible 

as the word of God.  

  

However, what we just read in the beginning, or Prologue, of John's Gospel was different. It is not talking about 

the words we can read on a page or the spoken word. It is talking about a person, a person who knows and can 

actually speak the words of God, Jesus. As Adam Hamilton says, "All other words about God, everything else 

we read in Scripture must be read in light of the Word of God that is Jesus. He incarnates the wisdom, 

reasoning, mind, and heart of God" (Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, Kindle ed. 

Location 1119).  

  

The Greek word that John used as this name for Jesus here is logos. It can mean "word," as in "I didn't speak a 

word." It is used frequently that way in the New Testament, but it can also mean more than that.  It can mean 

the reasoning, logic, or wisdom of something, in this case God. It is where the word "logic" comes from. The 

“Word,” or logos, of God is what gives creation its meaning and structure. When we refer to Jesus as The Word, 
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it will have a capital "W." When it is referring to anything else, including the Bible, it will have a lower case 

"w." To help us, I'm going to leave this visual reminder up for a while. 

  

Now, the phase that John chooses to begin his Gospel should take us back, all the way back to the first verse of 

Genesis, "In the beginning…" (Gen 1:1). Not only is the Word, Logos, with God, but God speaks … uses words 

… and things begin to happen. God acts through God's word. In God's word there is action, creativity, and 

power. God says, "Let there be light, and there was light" (Gen 1:3). John tells us in his Gospel that God is 

acting in a new creative and powerful way as the Word becomes flesh and dwells among us.  

  

By going back to the beginning John does another thing. He reminds us of what else happened in the beginning. 

Human kind was made in the image of God. Each one of us is a part of an image of God, but Jesus, Jesus is 

THE Image of God. We learn about God by looking at Jesus. With Jesus, we have our Emmanuel, God with us, 

as Adam Hamilton talked about last week. We also have God, our Creator, directly showing us what it means to 

be fully human.  

  

Jesus is God's Masterpiece. The Word, Jesus, is the ultimate expression of God that helps us fully understand 

God and God’s will. To better understand God’s relationship to the Word, think about your favorite artist. This 

can be a musician, a writer, a composer, a painter, or a sculptor. What is your favorite piece of art, song, writing 

that you might consider their masterpiece? What does it tell you about his or her values or beliefs? Think about 

that for a moment. 

  

I am going to show you some paintings from different parts of the world that are considered masterpieces. For 

those of you who are participating with audio, you might think of paintings or pictures around you where you 

are, a particular piece of music, a poem, or a book.  

  

As you look at these think, about what they tell you about the artist's values and beliefs? What influenced the 

artist? What is important to him or her? What is the artist trying to communicate? 

 (African Nativity by by Munir Alawi) 
 (Starry Night by Vincent van Gogh) 
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Scripture refers to Jesus as God’s Word. We also think of Jesus 

as God’s masterpiece—or better yet, everything about the artist 

that the artist poured into the masterpiece. We know that Jesus 

is God in human form and that, through Jesus, we can fully 

know God and God’s love. 

  

But the Word is not some abstract principal or idea. The Word 

is a person, Jesus, a person who could be known by people. A 

person who could laugh or cry, a person who could bleed. When 

the Word became flesh, God became one of us. (cf. John 1:14) We see God when we see Jesus. We know God 

when we look at Jesus, God with a human face.  

  

This is a painting of Jesus from the 6th Century from Saint 

Catherine's Monastery, at Mount Sinai. 

  

On the night of Jesus' arrest Philip says to Jesus, "Show us the 

Father…," and Jesus says, "Don't you know me … even after 

I have been among you such a long time?" (John 14:8-9) 

  

Whenever I read that passage, I hear such disappointment in 

Jesus' voice. Maybe I am projecting onto Jesus, but that night 

was very emotional for everyone, including Jesus, as he prays 

in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

  

From the night of his birth, through his death, Jesus lived a 

human life with the pain and disappointment that every 

human experiences. Because he walked among us, we can 

know that he understands us. God as our Creator, all knowing, the same today, yesterday, and forever already 

knew about us, about our joys, our weaknesses, our frailties. But, to us, God can seem so far removed, so un-

(Shakuntala by Raja Ravi Varma) 

(La Naissance de Jésus by Bénédicte de la Roncière) 
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relatable. Knowing what Jesus experienced can remove a barrier from our side. How could God understand 

what I'm going through in my little life? With Jesus we can know that God does understand.  

  

The writer of Hebrews puts it this way in chapter 4. 

14 Since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 

firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not 

sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help us in our time of need. (vs. 14-16) 

  

We spend a lot of time talking about Jesus as a part of God. We have done that as a part of this worship series. 

It's important, but it can make us forget the human part. The Early Church thought that the human part was so 

important that a large section of the early creeds like the Apostle's Creed and the Nicene Creed spend a lot of 

time emphasizing it. Jesus was born of a human female. He died. He didn't pretend to die. He really died, and he 

was buried. 

  

That is part of the significance of Christmas. Jesus didn't just materialize as a fully grown adult though God 

could have done that if God wanted to. Instead Jesus was born, just like we all were, not in a palace hidden 

away, but in the most humble of places. His human life began in less than ideal circumstances, just like millions 

of babies have started their lives. Because of all of that, God is able to understand, and we can know it. 

  

In the second verse from the song "As the Deer" Martin Nystrom writes, "You're my friend and you are my 

brother even though you are a king. I love you more than any other, so much more than anything." This really 

sums up the wonder of the Word made Flesh. With Jesus, God now dwells with us in a way that God never had 

before. God does it by being born as one of us, taking on humanity. Through this humanity, through this 

dwelling among us in a new way, we can have a relationship that is closer than a brother, deeper than a best 

friend. This closeness, this knowing of us, can almost make us uncomfortable if we think too much about it. 

And really, it can make us really uncomfortable thinking about it at all. 

  

But, you know what? That should give us even greater confidence. Make us feel even safer in God's hands 

because God knows everything about us, the worst of the worst. We know what that is even if we cannot admit 

it or confess it to anyone else. God knows about it already and LOVES US ANYWAY. So there's no reason to 

hold back. If God knows the worst about us … and especially through Jesus, we know how compassionate and 

merciful God is … no matter how guilty or hypocritical we feel (and even are), God is just waiting for us. 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:39), not even you. 

  

Do you feel distant from Jesus, from God? It doesn't have to be anything terrible. It could be that you're so busy 

that you lay your head down on the pillow and you realize that you didn't feel that you had a chance for God to 

cross your mind. Ironically, that can easily happen during the holidays. We are so busy preparing, trying to meet 

expectations, even our own, crossing t's, dotting i's. Maybe you're lonely, and you don't even want to think 

about it. You don't feel well, or any of a thousand possibilities. I invite you to cut yourself some slack. Your 

friend, your brother is waiting to spend time with you.  
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I can hear some of you saying, "Cherie, aren't you doing that? Preparing, trying to meet expectations, especially 

your own, especially as Christmas is almost here?" That's a fair point. One part of that is that it kind of come 

with the territory of being a pastor during the Advent and Christmas season. The other part is that thanks to 

many of you in the congregation who have stepped up. (I'm so grateful.) I've been able to release some things 

that allows me to bring my life into better balance. And, this includes spending time with God, the Word, not 

just talking about the Word. This is something I want for you, too.  

  

You know, there are so many words in Scripture that have been twisted and turned into knots. Jesus comes in 

his incarnation, his humanity, God's Masterpiece, and says, why are you making all this so complicated? It's 

simple. (It may not be easy, but it's simple.) Love God, and love your neighbor as yourself. Hang out with me. 

I'll help you. That is the wonder of the Word Made Flesh to walk among us. 

  

Amen! 

 

Our next song is new to me, a song to Jesus, called “Welcome to Our World.” I think it is my new favorite 

Christmas song. Think of it as a sung prayer as we transition to our prayer time.  

 

Musical Response -   “Welcome to Our World” – W&S #3067 

 

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking 

How we need to hear from God 

You've been promised, we've been waiting 

Welcome Holy Child [Repeat: x1] 

 

Hope that You don't mind our manger 

How I wish we could have known 

But long-awaited Holy Stranger 

Make Yourself at home 

Please make Yourself at home 

 

 

 

 

Bring Your peace into our violence 

Bid our hungry souls be filled 

Word now breaking Heaven's silence 

Welcome to our world [Repeat: x1] 

 

Fragile finger sent to heal us 

Tender brow prepared for thorn 

Tiny heart whose blood will save us 

Unto us is born [Repeat: x1] 

 

So wrap our injured flesh around You 

Breathe our air and walk our sod 

Rob our sins and make us holy 

Perfect Son of God [Repeat: x1] 

Welcome to our world 

 

 

 


