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This first week of Advent, we prepare for the coming of Christmas. We celebrate the birth of 

Jesus. We remember the promises fulfilled through him, and we anticipate his return. When you 

think about it, it's not unusual for us to remember the birthdays of important people. In January, 

we will have Martin Luther King. In February, it will be George Washington. We also have the 

important people in our lives, friends and family. We throw parties. We make cakes. What is 

more rare is recalling the actual day of their birth. Who was there? Who was in the waiting 

room? How was the news shared? What an amazing thing that is, really. 

  

Why do we do it for this person? Because his birth was unique. It is when the Incarnation began. 

It is when the King of the Universe was born in the most humble way, still as vulnerable and 

helpless as any human child. It was so important that it changed the world. That is what our 

worship series this season, Incarnation, is all about. Who is this person that we anticipate and 

celebrate? The lens that we'll be using to look at this is the names that people used for Jesus. 

Today's word is "king." We'll also be looking at "Christ" and "Messiah," but we're going to find 

that they essentially are referring to the same thing. 

  

What are the things that pop into your head when I say the word "king?" You might think why 

king? Why not queen? That's good. The truth is that most Americans aren't acquainted with royal 

figures being a part of our government. We may look at Britain or other countries around the 

world and relate to their kings and queens, their royalty, as celebrity figures. William and Kate, 

Harry and Meghan. Maybe some of you have been watching The Crown on Netflix or watched 

Downton Abbey. It's like watching lifestyles of the rich and famous or House Hunters 

International on the Travel Channel. We may think of these people as special in a way that we 

can't really understand. However, at its most basic level the word "king" simply means ruler or 

leader of the people. We have leaders, so maybe the idea of a king isn't so foreign after all. 

  

When the Israelites were formed as a nation, rescued out of slavery in Egypt, Moses was their 

leader, but he is never referred to as their king. Joshua came after him and led them into the 

Promised Land, but he wasn't their king either. The twelve tribes of Israel settled in their separate 

areas, and there was no longer a single leader. Sure, where there was trouble, God would raise up 

a temporary leader to resolve a specific issue. Doesn't that seem kind of strange? That's because 
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God was their king, their ultimate leader, temporarily delegating some of his authority for a 

short period. The Israelite people lived this way for about 325 years. You can read about it in the 

Book of Judges. The problem was that often they didn't follow their king. They looked around 

enviously at the nations around them. They said we want a king like the other nations.  

  

Eventually, God gave them what they asked for, a human king. Some were better than others, but 

they all fell short, even King David, a man after God's own heart. But, the time of King David 

was considered the Golden Age. When the Israelites drew away from God, when the prophets 

were warning of problems ahead or providing hope in the midst of exile, they referred to a time 

when the Golden Age would be restored, when finally there would be one worthy to be the king 

of God's people. We read about it in Isaiah 9:6-7. 

  

6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 

  

Micah also wrote about this king in chapter 5 verse 2: 

  

“But you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 

me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

(Micah 5:2 NIV) 

  

Then, in Matthew, we hear about some people asking an interesting question.  

 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

(Matthew 2:1-2  NIV) 
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The Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Have you ever thought of the word "Christ" as Jesus' last name? Jesus Christ? It is not, but I did 

think that for a long time. I thought it was like giving Jesus his full name. You could think of it 

as being more respectful, except for when it's being used as a superlative or even a curse word. 

(That is what we would call "taking the Lord's name in vain," but that's another story.) 

  

But, often people, or at least I, didn't really think of what the "Christ" part meant. It was simply 

identifying the specific man Jesus. He wasn't just any Jesus, or Yeshua, as the people of Jesus' 

day would have said it. It was a common name derived from Joshua, which means "God saves." 

But there is this specific person who is Christ. THAT's the person I mean. When the Apostle Paul 

wrote about him, he generally put Christ first, Christ Jesus. It is almost like a title. 

  

Whether you grew up in the church or have just happened across this worship service, you're 

probably at least a little familiar with this man, Jesus, whose birth we celebrate towards this time 

of year. You may even know that there's another word associated with him in the Bible, Messiah. 

You might know that Christ is the Greek word for Messiah, which is Hebrew. English Bibles 

will vary whether they prefer "Messiah" or "Christ," but the terms are interchangeable. 

  

But what do these words mean in English? Anointed. Anointed? Now, there's a churchy word if 

I've ever heard one. Its literal meaning is even stranger to contemplate, at least it was for me 

when I first heard it. It means to pour oil over. Or, it could refer to the one who has had oil 

poured over them. What? Yes, but really it's an idiom or metaphor. 

  

This isn't any old oil, and it's not poured over any old person. Back in Exodus 30:22-30, God 

tells Moses to make this special infused oil with myrrh, cinnamon, and perfumes. He was to use 

it to consecrate, to make holy, to set apart things for special use, especially as those things related 

to God. So, all the items that went into the Tabernacle or Temple were anointed with some of 

this oil. This could apply to people set apart for special duties for God. Priests were anointed. 

Selected by God and set apart for special use, special work.  

  

From the time of the Israelites' first human king, Saul, then David and so on, the Israelite kings 

and then Judean kings were anointed. For a long time they literally had this oil put on them. 

Then, it became this kind of shorthand to refer to a person that God has chosen, selected for 

special work.  
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You can see how Jesus fits into this, but so did many people in different ways like priests or 

anyone who follows Jesus, chosen by God and set apart in its way. Yet, anointing continued to 

have this connection with the king, the rightful king, selected by God, as opposed to say, Herod. 

  

Perhaps, we can better understand when the Disciples called Jesus the Messiah, they still didn't 

have a clue about the full implication of the title. Likewise with the skepticism of the Pharisees 

and even the everyday people. For them Christ/Messiah meant king. 

  

Yes, Jesus IS the king, but not just your average king. He is THE promised king that we read 

about in Isaiah 9:6-7. When Matthew begins his Gospel with the words, "Now the birth of Jesus 

the Messiah took place in this way" (Mt 1:18), he is saying not just a king, but THE King.  

Consider the perfection of this when we remember back to the book of Judges when God was the 

king of God's people. With Jesus Christ, Messiah, King, God is the king of God's people, our 

king, our ruler, once again.  

  

When we think of our current time, we have just had a national election. As a nation, we have 

voted to choose our leaders. The political wrangling still continues, especially at the presidential 

level. The amount of money, power, and influence spent to affect the outcome has been 

tremendous. It was a battle between two sides with other interested parties throwing more than 

merely their two cents into the fray. The lead up was exhausting, only to be followed by three 

more weeks of skirmishes hoping to affect the outcome. 

  

Why? Power. Whether you consider this good or bad, the United States is the Roman Empire of 

today. Economic power, military power, power in land mass, and population. Maybe not number 

one in all areas but hugely influential because of them. No matter which candidate you preferred, 

if any of them, you cannot deny that both people have been extremely ambitious most of their 

adult lives. Donald Trump has been ambitious in his business prospects long before he formally 

entered politics. He has been willing to take huge risks to achieve success. He has made and lost 

and made again vast amounts of wealth, more than most of us could imagine. Joe Biden not only 

was a powerful senator and vice-president, but he has run for president several times. Only an 

ambitious person would even attempt to do such a thing. The power that both have and will 

wield is not limitless, but it is enormous.  

  

Compare all of that with our King, wonderful counselor, prince of peace. Because if you claim 

that you are a Christian or a follower of Jesus, that is what you are saying. Jesus is your King.  

His birth was the opposite of what we would expect of someone born into wealth and power, the 

opposite of what we would expect today of someone even born in poverty, in this country at 

least. 
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As Jesus came of age as an adult, you could say that he had a campaign of sorts. He gave 

speeches, but his audience was not the rich and powerful. He was not trying to persuade those 

leaders to lend their support to his cause. In fact, he usually criticized their ways of doing things.  

  

Money? There was no money. Jesus was supported by a group of women - a very disreputable 

thing in those days. His inner group? They were people no self-respecting politician would pick, 

mostly social outcasts for one reason or another. You would never think of these as people who 

had "connections." He had no intension of marshalling an army and pushing out the Roman 

occupiers, quite the contrary. He encouraged people to love them and pray for them. He didn't 

promise them material things for following him. No benefit programs, no jobs, no tax relief. 

They were to deny themselves, relinquish their rights, serve one another, demonstrate selfless 

love. This is how people will be drawn into HIS kingdom. This is the kingdom the Isaiah was 

talking about. 

  

This is the kingdom where we are called to love God with all our hearts, souls, minds, and 

strength. The kingdom where we not only love our neighbors in some kind of general way, but 

love them as we love ourselves. This is selfless love. It is not a love of fleeting emotion. It is a 

love that is demonstrated by what we do, whether we feel like it or not, whether we like the 

person, whether they've hurt us or even hate us … Even if we don't understand why we have to 

do it. 

  

Is it possible to have a kingdom like that in this world? Can we as humanity put aside our 

selfishness, our egos, our ambition long enough to make Jesus' vision a reality? Looking at the 

world, at the news, it seems impossible. Like the Disciples in Matthew 19, you may ask, "Who 

then can be saved?" To which Jesus replies, "With [humans] it is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible" (19:25-26). 

  

When Jesus was crowned king, it was not like our presidential inaugurations. There was not 

pomp and circumstance. There were not flags and marching bands. There was no inaugural ball 

with people dressed in glamorous designer evening wear. Jesus was forced to wear a crown of 

thorns after he had been beaten and stripped. He ascended not a thrown or an oval office but was 

hoisted on a cross. He did it all willingly, not for himself, but for the citizens of his kingdom. But 

that was not the end. He demonstrated the power of God over the power of humanity, over the 

power of death.  

  

This is who we follow. This is our example, the one who shows us how to be human. This is our 

King. 

  

He came to us. He showed us his power, but did it with humility. As the Apostle Paul described 

in Philippians 2:6-11 
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6 Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 

7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

  

This is the King we follow, to whom we have pledged our lives. Maybe you haven't pledged 

your life to this one who gave up his rights and privileges to make his kingdom come, to allow 

humanity to have an unfettered relationship with God, but he invites you to do this. 

  

This is a kingdom that you are invited to be a part of. It doesn't matter how rich or poor you are, 

what political party you are drawn to, if any, what your race or ethnicity are, your identity as a 

human. Your past is no obstacle. No matter how broken or bruised you feel, what mistakes 

you've made in the past. Jesus wants to be your king. The only requirement? Acknowledging that 

you don't have it all together. You can't do it all, be it all, and you don't have to pretend to. To 

humbly acknowledge that you need help from the One who created you, the One who loves you 

and will never leave you or forsake you, the One who will walk with you no matter what you 

face - even now with the world totally upside down. That's your King! 

  

That's why we not only celebrate his birthday … but his BIRTH! 

  

Will you pray with me? I am going to ask you to say it with me. It is the Lord's Prayer. We say it 

every week. Think about the words as you say them. During the next seven days, I invite you to 

live them. If every person who claims the name of Christian … now we know that the term really 

means "One who follows the King" … if we all lived this prayer, what a different world this 

would be. 
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But it starts in here with each one of us. This week start each day with this prayer with a 

determination to live it. When we mess up … and we will … don't give up. God has not. Just 

pick yourself up. Dust yourself off, and begin again. 

  

Let's pray … Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your 

will be done. On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

  

Amen! 


