
Revelation: Strength for Today; Bright Hope for Tomorrow 

   We Are Betrothed 

 

This week as we continue our examine Revelation, we will look at the two women featured in 

the book. They could not be more different though they are used to illustrate two contrasting 

parts of humanity. Let's see how they are described. 

  

The first woman is introduced to us in 12:1. "A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 

with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head." We 

mentioned her last week. She represents several related things: Eve, mother of all people living, 

the ancient Israelites, and since the arrival of Jesus, she is the Church. In other words, she 

represents followers of God. She is a powerful woman of cosmic royalty. She radiates warmth 

and life.  

  

The second woman appears in chapter 17. "The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and 

was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled 

with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries … I saw that the woman was drunk with 

the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus." (vs. 4, 6). Her 

name is Babylon, the ancient enemy of God's people. 

  

We have descriptions of two beautiful powerful women. One is full of life. The other is full of 

death, not only for Christians but for all people. (cf. 18:24) She represents a city in John's day, 

Rome, but this is just the latest example. In the Bible it really began with Babel and its tower 

where it tried to compete with God's power. Much later it was Assyria with its capital of 

Ninevah, followed by Babylon, which was conquered by the Medo-Persians, which was 

consumed by Greece and Alexander the Great, and the latest is Rome. But, consistently since the 

Babylonian Exile, the current oppressive rule over God's people has been referred to as Babylon.  

  

Her purpose is to entice the peoples and nations of the world to draw away from God and to 

worship all manner of other things. In other words into idolatry. We often think of this as merely 

other deities (real or imagined), but it is the worship of anything that is not God. The first 

instance of this in the Bible is the worshiping of self. Adam and Eve wanted to be like God (cf. 

Gen 3). It is worshiping the gods of me-myself-and I. What I want, think, or do comes before all 

else. It is the opposite of the commands of loving God and loving neighbor. 

  

There is the worship of culture, which seems to be rampant right now in the United States, 

defined as: art, music, philosophy, pleasure of all sorts, parties, fashion, sports and games, 

theater, festivals, politics, and so on… A perpetual idol through the ages has been one of wealth 

and power. What about the multi-billion dollar industry to physical fitness? In John's day it 

literally included the worship of the nation/state of the Roman Empire and its leaders. Are we as 



a nation caught in a similar trap right now? Many of us look to a human (regardless of political 

party) as a savior, when our one and only savior is Jesus Christ.  John implies that this is what all 

power systems degenerate into. 

  

Most of those things that I listed are not bad or evil in and of themselves, but when they become 

more important than God, when we start serving them like they are gods then it’s a problem. It 

can be like an addiction, but not necessarily to drugs or alcohol. But that's what the Babylons of 

this world encourage humanity to do. Why? Because it gives them power. People are beholden to 

the system that encourages them to feel comfortable in their vices. It's a place where good is seen 

as bad and bad is seen as good. 

  

Babylon's title is prostitute. I can't tell you how much I hate that word and how much I dislike 

that description. I don't like that the word was used at all, and I especially don't like an image of 

a woman being connected with it. I dug into the Greek word to see if this is one of those times 

when the English translations made an interpretive assumption that isn't supported by the context 

and/or the common meaning of the Greek word. I was disappointed. It is entirely accurate. 

However, there are several things that we need to keep in mind:  

1. This is still a symbol. Cities and even nations are often referred to in the feminine both in 

and out of the Bible. We will see how that especially applies to Jerusalem and Israel 

soon. Also, one of the deities worshiped in the Empire was Roma, the goddess of Rome.  

2. It's also meant figuratively when people are willing to do literally anything to get what 

they want. They will make deals with the most vile and unscrupulous characters to 

achieve their ends, usually money, power, and influence.  For example, when Rome gave 

the throne of Judea to Herod the Great. He was willing to do whatever was necessary to 

support the Roman system and keep the people in line.  

3. Babylon is NOT the only female character in Revelation. Sadly, she is just that has been 

talked about the most. We will be coming to the other woman, our heroine, soon. 

  

So, in the beginning of chapter 17 of Revelation, we find Babylon in the wilderness riding one of 

the beasts from last week. Why? Because she is in pursuit of first woman, our heroine, who had 

fled there to escape the dragon, Satan.  And, this is where it begins, the final sub-section of 

Revelation that shows us how God's kingdom will come. We have had our three sets of God's 

divine judgments. Now, we see how each evil foe will fall, one-by-one. It starts with Babylon. 

  

What happens is that her evil partners turn around and destroy her. Just like we heard earlier with 

one empire conquering and devouring the next. Evil entities turn and destroy each other. 

Babylons or Empires will come and go until Jesus replaces it with his own kingdom. 

  

Let's hear part of how this unfolds with the Lament over Babylon from Revelation 18: 

  



18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, 

and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: 

“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ 

    She has become a dwelling for demons 

and a haunt for every impure spirit, 

    a haunt for every unclean bird, 

    a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. 

____________________ 

  

11 “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their 

cargoes anymore— 12 cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, 

purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made 

of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of 

incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and 

sheep; horses and carriages; and human beings sold as slaves. 

  

14 “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your luxury and 

splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.’ 15 The merchants who sold these things 

and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will 

weep and mourn 16 and cry out: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

    dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, 

    and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! 

17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’ 

  

We can hear the regret about the destruction, especially by the people who profited from her 

power, but for her victims there is the relief that all of the evil that was perpetuated and 

encouraged is gone. We find ourselves back in the throne room with the creatures, angels, saints, 

and God back in chapter 4. There is, dare I say it, celebration that this foe is defeated and her 

victims are vindicated. Justice has been served.  

  

With Babylon gone, our heroine can step forward. We have called her by several titles: Mother 

of all humans living, the Israelite people, the Church, and followers of God. We can now give 

her a name, the Bride of the Lamb. The Bride of God or Christ has a long biblical tradition. God 

is the one who remains faithful and true. While at times followers of God have turned towards 

others, God is always looking for reconciliation, and now the announcement arrives that this will 

come eternally with this wedding announcement in Revelation 19:6-9. 

  

Hear the word of the Lord: 

  



6 Then I [John] heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing 

waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

  

“Hallelujah! 

    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

7 Let us rejoice and be glad 

    and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 

    and his bride has made herself ready. 

8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 

    was given her to wear.” 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 

  

9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

wedding supper of the Lamb!” 

  

The Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Incidentally, you may be surprised to learn that this chapter is the only place in the whole New 

Testament where "Hallelujah" or "alleluia" is found. It means "God be praised." In fact, in the 

NIV, King James, and several other English Bible translations it is the only place that it is found 

in the whole Bible. Those translators preferred to translate the Hebrew by simply saying some 

form of "God be praised" or "Praise the Lord." 

  

Once again, we see that this story is really about us, the people of God. As I said, these verses are 

effectively a wedding announcement, but the wedding hasn't happened yet. We will see this 

progress through the rest of Revelation. To see this, it would be helpful to understand Hebrew 

marriage customs. 

  

First we have the betrothal. This is more binding that our modern "engagement." The terms of 

the marriage are accepted in the presence of witnesses and God's blessing is pronounced on the 

union. The two people are now considered husband and wife. This is the announcement  we just 

heard. 

  

Next is the interval between the betrothal and the wedding feast. During this time the husband 

pays the dowry if this has not already been done. It could be in the form of service. Think of 

Jacob back in Genesis working for 7 years to be allowed to marry Rachel. (It really turned out to 

be 14 years, but that's another story.) Jesus has done this for his bride the Church through his 

sacrifice on the cross.  The bride prepares herself during this interval.  



We live in this interval between betrothal and Jesus' return. We are to be making ourselves ready. 

  

Towards the end of the interval, the groom comes to the bride's home as escort in a procession to 

the groom's or the groom's parents' home. Then, finally there is the wedding feast. This can last 

for 7 days or more.  

  

As we find ourselves back in the throne room of John's vision, we can gain strength and 

encouragement as everyone celebrates the justice and vindication of all of those abused by 

Babylon or Empire by whatever name. We also celebrate our betrothal, the promise of what is to 

come. We are given hope because we are pledged to the One and Only who loves us, who had 

laid down his life for us. Take courage. Remain faithful and steadfast in the interim because 

when the time comes, we will experience a wedding feast that will never end. 

  

Revelation: Strength for Today; Bright Hope for Tomorrow. 

  

Amen! 


