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First Scripture Reading Mark 1:14-20 

 

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 
 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus 
said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 
 
19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John 
in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

 

Do you think that you are not good enough, smart enough, knowledgeable enough, physically 

able enough to be used by Jesus, by God? Or maybe, you have been in service to Jesus, but 

you're all "Been there, done that. I've done my part. It's time for someone else"? No matter where 

you are on that spectrum, you are not alone. And yet, we are called to be followers of Jesus, and 

to actually do things about it. In the church we generally call it being a disciple. 

  

We are starting a new worship series, Imperfect Disciples Changing the World. "Disciple" is one 

of those churchy words that we use a lot. Could it be that it is one that many of us use, but we 

don't really know what it means. We talk a lot about THE Disciples in the gospels of Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John. There disciples are generally the 12 men who helped and traveled with 

Jesus for 2-3 years. Sometimes it included more people, but generally it was the 12. They learned 

directly from Jesus. The word disciple means learner in Greek. 

  

I'm about to show you a video that explains the ideal of discipleship and how it can move the 

gospel forward. It also shows that knowing what discipleship is and becoming a disciple are two 

different things. How can we, as imperfect people, become effective disciples of Christ when we 

still struggle with so many things in our lives?  [SHOW VIDEO.]  

  

Over the next four weeks we’re going to look at how Jesus called imperfect people to serve 

alongside him despite their imperfections. This will help us better understand our roles within the 

church, within our communities, and how discipleship is truly an ongoing process that we will 

continue to mature in throughout our lifetimes. 

  

In our Gospel reading a few minutes ago, Jesus called the first disciples. Today, you may have 

heard people being "called" to a particular ministry or pastors or clergy persons being "called." 

Usually, what that means is that the person feels that this is something that God wants them to 

do. How people discern or figure this out varies, but in our Scripture passage, Jesus literally 

called out to these fishermen. "Hey you! Come and follow me, and I will send you out to fish for 

people." 

  



Who were these people that Jesus called? They weren't religious elite. They weren't wealthy or 

powerful. They were working class or maybe even small business owners in a tough job that 

most people looked down on. They were low on the social hierarchy. Who were the other 

people? One was a tax collector, never a popular job in any society, but in this time and place, a 

tax collector was considered to be a collaborator with the Roman occupation. There was at least 

one revolutionary type, Simon the Zealot, and there was at least one who may have come from 

what we would consider a terrorist organization, the Sicarii. 

  

These and other beautifully flawed people created a movement and started something that spread 

the Gospel around the world. They taught other people what Jesus means to life. Last week, I 

told you about another surprising candidate for Disciple and Apostle, Paul. We're going to read a 

portion of his letter to the Ephesians where he talks about the importance of being a disciple or 

learner of the Ways of Jesus Christ. We are starting with 4:1 and going through verse 16 with a 

little break in the middle. I am using The VOICE translation because I think it makes it a bit 

clearer. Hear the word of the Lord. 

  

4:1 As a prisoner of the Lord, I urge you: Live a life that is worthy of [or lives up to] the 
calling [Jesus] has graciously extended to you. 2 Be humble. Be gentle. Be patient. 
Tolerate one another in an atmosphere thick with love. 3 Make every effort to preserve 
the unity the Spirit has already created, with peace binding you together. 
 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were all called to pursue one 
hope. 5 There is one Lord Jesus, one living faith, one ceremonial washing through 
baptism, and 6 one God—the Father over all who is above all, through all, and in 
all. 7 This God has given to each of us grace in full measure according to the Anointed’s 
gift … 
  
11 It was the risen One who handed down to us such gifted leaders—some emissaries 
[or apostles], some prophets, some evangelists, as well as some pastor-teachers— 12 so 
that God’s people would be thoroughly equipped to minister and build up the body of 
the Anointed One, [Jesus]. 13 These ministries will continue until we are unified in faith 
and filled with the knowledge of the Son of God, until we stand mature in His 
teachings and fully formed in the likeness of the Anointed, our Liberating King. 14 Then 
we will no longer be like children, tossed around here and there upon ocean waves, 
picked up by every gust of religious teaching spoken by liars or swindlers or 
deceivers. 15 Instead, by truth spoken in love, we are to grow in every way into Him—
the Anointed One [Jesus], the head. 16 He joins and holds together the whole body with 
its ligaments providing the support needed so each part works to its proper design to 
form a healthy, growing, and mature body that builds itself up in love. 

 

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Are you sitting there thinking, "Yes, but who am I? What can I do? I don't have any particular 

gifts." Or are you more certain?  "I know I can't." Maybe you never took the time or felt that you 



had the time to seriously consider it. Have you used you gifts in the past but really aren't into it 

anymore? 

  

All of us have gifts that are intended for the building of the body and to be in ministry or mission 

to the world. One question is do you recognize your gifts? There are quizzes and classes to 

determine these kinds of things. I've even taught classes on them, but for these things to work, 

you have to have some idea of what's out there. It can be good to experiment in areas that you 

never have considered before. You may unexpectedly find something that you love. 

  

As a new Christian about 25 years ago now, I did something like that. I explored different areas 

of ministry. My default, as a child growing up in a military family, is that you never volunteer 

for anything. So my default answer to any ministry opportunity was to say "no." But, as a new 

Christian, I was very enthusiastic, and I wanted to serve. The only problem was that I didn't 

know what would be the best area for me, so I changed by default answer. Instead of it always 

being no, I made a conscious decision to say yes if I possibly could. There was a point when I 

had to adjust my default setting again later, but this became my ministry exploration adventure. 

Basically, if it didn't conflict with my work hours, I did it. 

  

I did all kinds of things that scared me, and I never would have considered before. Working in a 

soup kitchen, singing in the choir, teaching Children's Sunday School, leading worship, and even 

preaching. I threw myself into Bible Study and a variety of different classes. It was great. I met 

all different kinds of people that I would never have encountered in my daily life otherwise. 

  

Very early on, I served as the "Young Adult at Large Representative" to the Administrative 

Council. I didn't know what that meant or what I was supposed to do. I don't think that they did 

either, which was part of the problem. Later, as I said, I even taught an adult class on identifying 

your spiritual gifts … after having taken one. 

  

What this whole process did was expose me to all sorts of ministry and show me what was a 

good fit, and equally important, what was not. 

  

Maybe you already have an idea of what you're good at, what you like, but your default is set to 

"no" like mine was. Maybe you got tired and burnt out and needed a sabbatical away. Believe 

me, I know how that feels. But maybe, it's time to hit the reset button and consider saying yes 

again. Is it time for your own ministry exploration adventure? You could experiment in areas that 

you haven't considered before. You might be surprised. One thing that I've learned is that our 

gifts can change over time. The Holy Spirit activates the ones that are needed in a given season. 

  

I know that our church board, otherwise known as SBG, is developing some great ideas and 

goals for the future of this local church and how it can have kingdom building vital ministry both 

for the congregation and our community. There will be new opportunities. I know that there are 

some openings on the Worship Team. 

  

Of course, the purpose is not merely for your own personal fulfillment. You might even consider 

that a bonus. It is knowing that you are helping and serving your brothers and sisters here and 

also the world around us. 



  

You can change the world even if it is just for one person. That's why God gives you these gifts 

and abilities in the first place. As you use them, you mature in your faith. You build your 

relationship with God. You also help to build the Kingdom of God. 

  

I know that I'm not talking about anyone here … but so many people in so many churches come, 

sit in pews or chairs on Sunday mornings, they watch their screens at home … They might even 

be stimulated, entertained, educated, but in reality they are marking time. No real change 

happens, no real growth. They do not mature in their faith. They are comfortable in their ways. 

I'm not pointing any fingers, but ask yourself the question, could that be describing you? 

  

Are you someone who says, "I could never … I'm not good enough, smart enough, faithful 

enough." I've got news for you. You ARE enough. Be bold. Take a chance. When you see an 

opportunity, take a deep breath and say yes. 

  

When Jesus called his first disciples, he chose people that no other religious leader would 

consider: fishermen, tax collectors, and revolutionaries. Of course, he didn't merely pick the 

person that they were at the moment. He picked the person that he knew they would become. 

Simon didn't start out as the Rock. He became the Rock, Peter, on whom Christ would build his 

church.  

  

When Jesus chooses you, he is not only choosing the person you are. He is also choosing the 

person he knows you will become, the person you were created to be. 

  

I was thinking of the Star Wars films. Variations of Star Wars are all over the place these day, 

but I'm talking about the first movie from the original trilogy from the 80s, or the first movie of 

the most recent trilogy, which has a similar beginning. You have a young adult person on a 

desolate desert planet trying to eke out a very humble living. Luke is in the original. Rey is in the 

more recent series. Actually, Rey is the better example because she is a scavenger, living totally 

on her own. She works hard every day, but barely makes enough to survive. She is considered 

the lowest of the low by all around her, including herself. But, she has greatness, a force within 

her, that needs to be recognized, cultivated and brought out. She always had these gifts, but in 

the beginning, she didn't know it. She thought she was nothing, but she was very wrong. 

  

We are moving into a post-pandemic world. Some things will return to some kind of normal, 

many have already. Some things have been changed forever. In this moment, you have an 

opportunity to consider how you might change your normal operating procedure.  

  

I want to consider two different things: 

1. What are three things that you need from a church, congregation, assembly? What are 

three things you need?  

 

For those of you on Facebook, you can respond in the comments. I really want to know. 

What do you need from a church? If you are watching on our website, send me an email 

at Office@JosephUMC.org.  

  



2. Next, what are three things that you can contribute to the church, the Body of Christ, if 

you will. I'm not necessarily limiting it to this local church or congregation, but here is 

certainly okay.  

 

I'm not necessarily talking about money … though the church certainly needs money to 

operate. What can you contribute from your time, talent, or service? 

  

So, consider those two headings: What do I need? And How I can help. Things may come to 

mind immediately, or like me, you may need some time to process, think, consider, and yes, even 

pray about it. Perhaps, you are already one of the people doing a lot of things. In the "How I Can 

Help" part, you could recommit to those things. So, I'm not asking for more if you are already 

doing a lot. 

  

This is a two-parter. If you think you already know, I ask you to write down what you need, and 

what you can do, and put it in the offering plate when it comes around. This represents an 

offering to God. If you need time, space, quiet to consider, that's okay, too. Take this week to 

think about it. I will ask again next week. You will have another opportunity to include this in 

the offering.  

  

I'm not asking you to put your names on these. It's between you and God. However, there will be 

a time when you'll see something in the bulletin, an email, the newsletter where there is a chance 

for you to develop your gifts, a chance to use your gifts, a change to grow, to mature in your 

faith. 

  

How does that happen? When you do that, you will know that you are a part of something bigger 

than yourself. This is a call from God. This is a mission that YOU specifically have been given 

from God.  

  

It will allow you to develop a closer more direct relationship with God. Think of it as being in 

partnership with God. I mean, God's the managing or ruling partner, of course, but nevertheless.  

  

It helps you to build relationships within the church, knowing that you are helping them in their 

discipleship journey too. Of course, it builds relationships (aka making friends) with people in 

the community as well. 

  

This moves you into an active life of ministry rather than simply being passive sitting and 

listening. It gives you agency, some control over your faith life. You will be taking an active part 

rather than simply having things done for you or to you. 

  

It takes away feelings of helplessness, and gives you the positive feeling of helping others. 

  

You also have the knowledge that you are not doing it all on your own. There is a group of 

people working with you. A great example is the Cleaning Bucket project from last weekend. 

Some people couldn't be there or participate on the day, but they helped in other ways. They 

helped set up the table and the supplies. There's no way that we could have done them all as 

quickly as we did without all that prep work. Others, helped by sponsoring the cost of a bucket. 



Then, those of us that could only spare a short time were able to go in an contribute by physically 

assembling the buckets. Together, all together, even the parts behind the scenes, we have made a 

difference. These buckets are ready when disaster strikes, and people need them. And that's just 

one example. 

  

By doing this, using your gifts, you are not only helping others to survive, grow, and thrive, you 

are growing and thriving too. Your faith muscles are stretched and strengthened. You are 

changed and learn new things through the experience. All of THAT makes you a better disciple. 

Even if you feel like you cannot do a lot, you can do something. As we do these things together, 

we can change the world. 

  

Imperfect Disciples Changing the World. 

  

Amen! 


