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These last several weeks we have been looking at the resurrection appearances of Jesus. The 

disciples who experienced them all found it hard to believe or trust. We have been on the road to 

Emmaus, in an Upper Room with the Thomas and the other disciples, and on a mountaintop as 

Jesus told the disciples to take the message into the world, even the ones who doubted. 

  

This week Jesus appears to the least likely candidate, the one who seems to be working the 

hardest to stop the early church, not spread it. Why are these early experiences important for us? 

What can tell us today? We have the thrilling conclusion of our series, Did That Just Happen? 

He is Risen Indeed!  

  

Our Scripture today comes out of the Book of Acts. The first time we meet this person is in 

chapter 7. I am talking about Saul, who becomes better known to us as Paul. In the Bible the first 

time that you hear about someone, pay close attention. It is VERY important. Here he is present 

at the stoning of Stephen, the first Christians martyr.  

  

Stephen had just appeared before the Sanhedrin (the council of Jewish leaders) in Jerusalem. He 

told the history of the Israelites, the Jewish people, ending with an accusation of their betrayal of 

God by resisting Jesus. He accused them like one of the Old Testament prophets, and they did 

not like it. As a result they stoned him. 

  

Whenever I would read about stoning in the Bible, I thought it was like when you hear of people 

throwing rocks today. Sure it can be dangerous, especially if someone gets hit in the head. It 

might even knock them down, get them sent to the hospital. This pales in comparison to the Old 

Testament punishment of stoning, a form of execution, which what was going on here. These 

would be big heavy stones that were intended to crush a person and kill them. Saul or Paul 

actually survived one or two of these kinds of attacks, and his survival is considered miraculous.  

  

Saul was not one of the people throwing stones. No, instead he "held the coats." He did not take 

direct action, but he watched their things as they stoned Stephen. More than that he was 

complicit and approved of their actions. 

  

It's bad enough when you see something you know is wrong and say or do nothing. This is not 

what Saul did, and Scripture is very clear. He is not some "innocent bystander." He agreed with 

what was going on. He thought that it was the morally good or right thing to do. The very next 

thing he does is start rounding up people of the church and putting them in prison. He is trying to 

shut down the church, the Jesus movement, because he thinks it is an offensive and insulting to 

God. 

  

Out of fear, many disciples leave Jerusalem, and ironically for Saul, the Gospel spreads faster. 

That is where our Scripture picks up for today. We are in Acts 9:1-20. Hear the word of the Lord. 

  

9:1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his 



journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and 

heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

 

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, 

and you will be told what you must do.” 

 

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not 

see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see 

nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and 

did not eat or drink anything. 

 

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 

vision, “Ananias!” 

 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

 

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

 

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 

harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my 

name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how 

much he must suffer for my name.” 

 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 

here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see 

again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength. 

 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in 

the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 

 

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

The Damascus Experience. Can you imagine being Ananias on the day that he gets the call to 

heal Saul? You want me to go where? To do what? To whom? Well, he gets up and does it, this 



person we never heard of before and will never hear about again. He is a good and faithful 

servant, even if he has his own doubts about the mission.  

  

We know Saul or Paul best as the author of 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament. Saul is 

simply his Hebrew name and Paul his Greek name. This is the person who started his career as a 

persecutor of the church with a capital "P." When he describes himself in one of his letters as the 

chief of all sinners, he is not speaking in hyperbole. He is not speaking out of false modesty. He 

is not exaggerating. Once of the things I find curious about this account on the Road to 

Damascus is how brief it is. We have this very short interaction between Saul and Jesus, but 

that's it. We don't hear about what Saul thinks or feels, but we know that he sat with it for three 

days. 

  

Yes, we know that this was a turning point. All of the passion and zeal that he had to persecute 

the church was transformed into a desire to preach and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 

the rest of his life. God takes Saul and transforms him, and yet in many ways he is exactly the 

same with the passion that he wants to serve the Lord.  

  

It just goes to show that you never know. Like Ananias, we may know people or know of people 

that we would say, Never. There is no way that person could be someone who truly follows 

Jesus. They are too terrible. They have done too many terrible things. They have hurt too many 

people. It is not our decision to make. God may humble them like God humbled Saul. And, God 

may choose you to be their Ananias. That would be a difficult job, especially if you didn't think 

they were deserving. Are you ready for the call? 

  

Some people lament that do not have a dramatic conversion story like this. I do not. This sounds 

like scary stuff. For some people, like Saul, this is the only way to get their attention. Once God 

has Saul's attention, he does not lose it. Saul starts preaching the Gospel in the synagogues. 

Within a couple of years, he's going all over the eastern Mediterranean, proclaiming the name of 

Christ to the Gentiles, just as God promised he would do.  

  

Did Saul, Paul, see the physical, resurrected, Jesus on the Damascus Road, or was it a vision or a 

dream? From the text, that is open for debate. However, from Paul's letters, we know that he 

thought that he experienced a resurrection appearance, even if it was unusual compared with the 

others. We know that it completely changed the trajectory of his life in an instant. We know that 

he met many others who had experienced a resurrection appearance, as he mentions in 1 

Corinthians 15. 

  

Is a physical resurrection of Jesus necessary? Is a belief in a spiritual or figurative resurrection 

enough? That we remember him for his teachings, his love for the world, his return to God in 

heaven? One thing we can be sure of, the Early Church insisted that a physical resurrection 

happened. It was this insistence that caused them so much trouble. It is also what made them 

unique and permanently separated them from Judaism as opposed to remaining a sect of that 

religion. 

  

What we call Christianity now, was not the only messiah movement around the time of Jesus. 

There were about ten to twelve in the hundred years before and after Jesus. These were 



revolutionaries in the way that all the disciples thought Jesus was. That may be why it was so 

hard to convince the disciples that he was not there to start a revolutionary war to throw out the 

Romans.  

  

Of course, when the Romans found out about these groups, they rounded up the members and 

most especially the leader and crucified them or killed them in some other way. Almost every 

time, the death of the leader meant the death of the movement. The one exception was when the 

group's messiah was replaced with a relative, but finally the Romans eliminated that group as 

well. So, the rule was if your messiah was killed, you obviously were mistaken. It's time to give 

up and go home or join a new group. This seems to be what the disciples on the road to Emmaus 

initially were thinking, but they changed their minds. 

  

No, the followers of Jesus didn't do that. Jesus was executed, but his followers neither went 

home, nor picked a new Messiah. More than that, other than that first Easter morning, nobody 

went to visit Jesus grave like would normally happen. Think after the death of Lazarus, Mary and 

Martha were regularly going to the grave in the first few days after his death. Despite the death 

of Jesus, his apparent failure, they continued to insist that he was The Messiah. 

  

Why? They gave one answer. Three days after Jesus' execution and burial he physically was 

raised to life. The tomb was empty, and he never went back to it. They knew that these kinds of 

things don't happen. People who die stay dead. They weren't expecting him to die in the first 

place, but then when he did, they certainly didn't expect him to come back. And yet, they insisted 

that this was exactly what happened. 

  

The Early Church found this as confusing as we still do, but they maintained that it actually 

happened. They were also clear about what it meant. The Kingdom of God had come near, and it 

had started. The evil at the cause of our broken world had been defeated when Jesus died on the 

cross. It also meant that they had a mission to tell the world about it. There was a turning point in 

history. The new creation has begun, and we can start living that way, now. We day by day we 

can show the world what it means to be a part of the Kingdom of God and how they can be a part 

of it too. The world needs the message and hope of God's Love as much today as it ever has. 

  

Did That Just Happen? Yes, it did. Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen, Indeed! 

  

Glory to God. Amen! 

 

As a way to wrap up our series, I invite you to read, consider, or even say the Apostle’s Creed. 

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic** church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

**universal 
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