
Take Me as I Am: Even Today God Is Here 
Passion Sunday  

April 10, 2022 

 

Some days are just lousy and that doesn’t even begin to cover it. The first recorded use of "guode 

friday” was in the South English Legendary, a text from 1290. Calling a day “good” was a way 

to denote a time of holy observance. What if even our lousiest days could be experienced as a 

holy observance of the reality that this IS life? Perhaps the “good news” in the midst of 

devastation is that God is buried with us in our deepest pain, wrapping us, holding us until we 

can move once again into renewed life. 

 

Marcia: 18 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron 

Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 

disciples. 3 So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials 

from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 
 

4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 

want?” 
 

5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

 

“I am he,” Jesus said. 

(John 18:1-5a) 

 

Scott: 12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the [Judean] officials arrested 

Jesus. They bound him 13 and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of 

Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the [Judean] 

leaders that it would be good if one man died for the people. 

(John 18:12-14) 

 

Marcia: 19 Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 

 

20 “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in synagogues or at the 

temple, where all the [Judeans] come together. I said nothing in secret. 21 Why question me? 

Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said.” 

 

22 When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped him in the face. “Is this the way you 

answer the high priest?” he demanded. 

 

23 “If I said something wrong,” Jesus replied, “testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the 

truth, why did you strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

(John 18:19-24) 



 

Scott: 25 Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing [in the courtyard] warming himself. So they 

asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” 

 

He denied it, saying, “I am not.” 

 

26 One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged 

him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a 

rooster began to crow. 

 

28 Then the [Judean] leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor.  

(John 18:25-28a) 

 

Marcia: 33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you 

the king of the Jews?” 

 

34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 

 

35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to me. 

What is it you have done?” 

 

36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 

my arrest by the [Judean] leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

 

37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world 

is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

 

38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the [Judeans] gathered there 

and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to release to 

you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?”  

 

40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in an 

uprising. 

(John 18:33-40) 

 

Scott: 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the [Judean] leaders kept shouting, “If 

you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes 

Caesar.” 



 

13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place 

known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation 

of the Passover; it was about noon. 

 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the [Judeans]. 

 

15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 

 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 

 

16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 

 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the 

Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 

others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

 

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of 

the jews. 

(John 19:12-19) 

 

Marcia: 25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he 

loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is 

your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge 

in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had 

received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his 

spirit. 

(John 19:25-30) 

 

Scott: 31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. 

Because the [Judean] leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they 

asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came 

and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the 

other. 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his 



legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of 

blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He 

knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things 

happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,” 37 and, 

as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 

(John 19:31-37) 

 

Cherie: 38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a 

disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the [Judean] leaders. With Pilate’s permission, 

he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier 

had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 

pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. 

This was in accordance with [Judean] burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, 

there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 

Because it was the [Judean] day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus 

there. 

(John 19:38-42) 

 

Hymn    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” UMH #298 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the Prince of Glory died; 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

save in the death of Christ, my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

3. See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown. 

 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Message          “Even Today, God Is Here” 



He came looking for someone. He came on the evening breeze, came as he had always come. 

Came because they knew each other and they used to spend time together. Came to the garden, 

because that's where they always met. That's where he was at home. 

  

And there was no answer. The man had hidden. Something had happened. The friendship was 

soured. There was a bad taste in the air, a taste made worse by the excuses and feeble stories that 

followed. Love, the most fragile and beautiful of the plants in that garden, had been trampled on. 

It would take millennia to grow it again. 

  

The story of Adam in the Garden, in Genesis 2 and 3, stands behind the garden of betrayal in this 

chapter as well as in the garden where Jesus will be buried and resurrected. The Gospel of John 

is a kind of new Genesis, as we can hear from the first verse of the first chapter. "In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." John hasn't 

forgotten that, even if we may have. Now, in these extraordinary and decisive scenes, we see 

what it means that the Word became flesh. "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us." (John 1:14) The Word became our flesh, Adams flesh, new Genesis flesh. 

  

The rolls are reversed from the Garden in Genesis. Sinful men, violent men, men with weapons, 

come to the garden in the dark, looking for someone. The someone who was the father's only 

son. They are looking for God, but they don't know that's what they are doing. They think that 

they are only doing their job… 

  

Jesus doesn't hide. He has no reason to. The Father has given him a cup to drink, and he is going 

to drink it. He is ready. Jesus offers himself. The new Adam steps forward to meet the old; the 

Word who was and is God comes to greet 'the world.' The light of the world stands before those 

who, in their darkness, have come with torches and lanterns. The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness is not going to extinguish it. 

  

How many people do you picture there? There's Jesus, of course, and the eleven disciples, Judas. 

We're up to 13 people, and the text says, "a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the 

chief priests and the Pharisees." (John 18: 3) The word translated "detachment" refers to a 

specific size of Roman army unit, a cohort. This is technically supposed to be 600 soldiers, but 

could refer to a group as low as 450 soldiers! I don't know what you pictured when you heard the 

passage, but I never thought of a group of at least 450 soldiers, plus the officials sent by the chief 

priests and the Pharisees. These two groups together represent the world, with their torches, their 

little bits of light, come to arrest one person, the true light, Jesus.  

  

The scene becomes still more extraordinary as it progresses. Jesus takes the initiative and asks 

them who they are looking for. They tell him. His answer is simple and shocking. 'I AM', he 

says. In context, of course, this means,  'I'm the one', or 'that's me'. But for John, for the people 



with Jesus in that garden, this is the name that God gave Moses in Exodus. It is the meaning of 

Yahweh, I AM. With the memory of God looking for Adam in the back of our minds, and all the 

I'm all the 'I AM' sayings throughout this book, this is what John wants us to hear. 

  

What would you expect of that person to do after coming from a Passover meal with his 

disciples, after foot washings, and prayers about what God's love looks like, after promises 

made? What would you expect of him as he faces the world? Would you expect him to wave a 

magic wand and win a cheap victory? Would you expect him to lead a military revolution? Of 

course not. Rather you would expect him to be calm however troubled his heart might have been 

in previous days or that very evening. You would expect him to stay in command. 

  

And you would expect the whole scene to be heavy with the irony that will continue until we 

arrive at the foot of the cross. Jesus, who has just completed his great prayer as the true high 

priest of God's new renewed Israel, is now taken before Annas the senior member of the high 

priestly family, with his son-in-law Caiaphas among those present.  

  

We now know, if there had been any doubt, what is going to happen and what it means.  The true 

high priest will be sent to his death by the false one, so that through his death God will rescue his 

people. The true Adam will be sent to his death by the false one so that the garden may be 

restored, and instead of bloodshed there may be healing and forgiveness. Through it all Jesus 

remains our Emmanuel, God with us. God is here. 

  

The story of this world began in a garden and the thread working its way all through the Bible is 

bringing humanity, is bringing you, bringing me back to that garden. In the meantime, we are 

waiting in a garden next to a tomb. After working for six days, God rested. After Jesus' work on 

the cross on the sixth day of the week, he rested, and so will we. Next Sunday we will be back in 

this garden. Come back to see what happens on the Eight Day. 

 

Amen! 

  

____________ 

Excerpted, adapted, and augmented from NT Wright's John for Everyone, Part 2, Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox Press. 2004, p 102-104. 

 

 


