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This week we are celebrating Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord, Jesus. We can easily combine it this 

year because in the Gospel of Luke, the baptism of Jesus is Luke's Epiphany story. You might say, "Wait! I 

thought that the Magi coming to visit Jesus in Bethlehem was the Epiphany." You are right that it is an 

epiphany, but it is not the Epiphany. And of course, if you're like me you might have to reacquaint yourself 

with what the word epiphany really means. 

  

There is the general definition that we might even use in conversation today, and then there is the biblical 

usage, which for some terms can have their own twist or even very different meanings than we use the 

words outside of the church. "Epiphany" is actually somewhere between the two. Today, we might use it 

referring to a sudden realization or understanding giving us a new perspective or whole new insight on 

something. Like, "Being in a car accident might cause me to have an epiphany about the importance of car 

maintenance." Or the Grinch, like we talked about last month when he realized that Christmas didn't come 

from a store. An "Aha!" moment. 

  

In the original Greek the connotation is to reveal something through light, like maybe when you illuminate 

something with a flashlight or turn the lights on in a room. Drawing back the curtain, so that you can really 

see, revelation. So, for us Epiphany is something that reveals to the wider world who Jesus really is. If we 

really want to get deep, we can say, revealing the Light of the World. That certainly applies to the Magi as 

described in Matthew visiting the Christ Child.  

  

In Luke, we have the account from when the crowd gathered around John the Baptist. All different kinds of 

people from the Jewish world were represented there. We had the people who were thirsty to hear John's 

preaching and desired to be baptized and rededicate themselves to God. There were the curious, who 

wanted to know what all the excitement was about. There were the groups from Jerusalem who were also 

curious from the Pharisee and Sadducee sides of the house. They were probably supposed to report back to 

the leaders in Jerusalem.  Let's hear what Luke has to say starting in chapter 3 verse 15. Hear the word of 

the Lord. 

  



15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more 

powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with 

many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. … 

  

21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven 

was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 

from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

The first and last Sundays of the Epiphany season, the last being the Sunday before Lent, have Scriptures 

describing events that reveal Jesus' identity as God's Son. Today, we have the baptism. Then, on the last 

Sunday of February, we will have the Transfiguration when Jesus and a few of the Disciples go to the 

mountaintop.  

  

Luke doesn't go too much into detail. "When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too." 

The million dollar question is: Why did Jesus need to be baptized at all?  

  

John was preaching a baptism of repentance, but we know that Jesus was without sin therefore had nothing 

to repent about. So, why would he need to be there? What’s going on here? 

  

The other interesting thing is that the next set of verses are the genealogy of Jesus. Since the Gospel writers 

never do anything by chance, we have to ask why is the list of Jesus’ earthly family tree following the story 

of his being claimed by his heavenly father? 

  

I want you to make a leap with me. Jesus went to John to be baptized because he was entering into this 

messy world that we live in. All of us are born into a world not of our making – a world we can barely 

understand at the best of times, a world we cannot explain at the worst of times, a world that needs 

repentance, which humanity needs as much as any of us need individually. Jesus walked into the river to be 

buried up to the neck in the sin of the world, totally immersed, and then rose up to the Spirit. He didn’t 

approve of the brokenness of this world, but he embraced it. He made it his, and he carried it with him, like 

a chip on his shoulder, like a pack on his back. He carried it all the way to the cross. 

  

And what did he say, when he embraced all that is wrong in this life, all that is less than divine, less than 

holy? What words did he use to give meaning and understanding and explanation? He didn’t say a thing. 

Did he want to speak? Or was the weight of the burden he accepted so heavy that even he could not speak? 

Like we can be, he was silent. He knew what we experience when we have no words to say in the face of 

death or worse. 

  



There were words spoken in that moment, though. Words that echo in the silence of our moments even to 

this day. They weren’t his words or ours or any human words. They were God’s words, and they said 

simply, “I love you.” They were words of affirmation, not for things done or not done, but for being—just 

for being. "I love you" – words to hear in the when in the middle of darkness, words to cling to in our 

doubts. In the storm of life, the storm of living and of dying in this world, we hear and then—by grace—

speak these words; they are all we have: “I love you.” 

  

Today, we hear the words that remind us that we matter to God. God comes into our lives and blesses our 

mess. What better blessing can we receive than that? 

  

In today's passage, we get to see a display of Jesus' humanity and divinity side-by-side. So often, we focus 

on the divine side of Jesus. Here is a place where we see the humanity. We see Jesus as one of the many 

gathered to visit John, hidden among the crowd. "When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was 

baptized too." He does not start out as the center of attention. He is receiving. Then, he steps out from the 

anonymity of the crowds and is recognized in this way. God says, This human is my Son.  

  

So on the one hand, Jesus is the awe-inspiring, all-powerful, cosmic Lord who has the power to enact 

eternal judgement, and he is “one of us,” unknown while among us, in our midst but not demanding 

anything from us.  

  

Even still, though Jesus is one of the “all,” he is set apart. Here is the second “revelation” or epiphany Luke 

provides for us about Jesus the Christ. Because of the distinct way that Luke describes the interaction of 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in this passage, we are able to see  that it is not the baptism that is causes 

heaven's opening. It is Jesus himself who causes it.  Jesus specifically comes among us, and joins us in our 

humanity, and takes on the sins of the world. God knows what God is doing in the incarnation, and God is 

pleased to do it because God is love.  

  

You may have heard of this baptism as the moment of Jesus’ being blessed for ministry. This is a fair and 

good connection to make, but there is so much more going on in the scene that Luke provides for us in this 

moment in the life of Christ. Take, for instance, the third thing that is revealed to us in this story: We hear 

God’s voice and dove-like form of the Holy Spirit while Jesus is at prayer. Prayer is major theme in the 

gospel of Luke, something Jesus will do again and again, going to quiet places to commune with the Father 

through the Holy Spirit.  

  

If we skimmed through the book of Luke for the times of prayer, it becomes clear that Jesus prays at key 

moments, beginning here at the baptism. Jesus is revealed to be one who prays. Pay close attention to this. 

The God of the Universe prays while incarnated on earth to share in the communion of the Trinity. Prayer, 

just like the promised baptism of the Spirit and fire, is not coincidental but essential. 

  

So, we see in these five verses three key things about Jesus: prayer matters deeply to him, Jesus is humbly 

present with us, and he comes with power to transform all that there is. By the gift of the Holy Spirit, we 

are able to participate in all of these aspects like Jesus. We can join him in prayer. We can know his 



presence here among us, and we can be transformed into his likeness. We can become God’s epiphany or 

revelation to the world. 

  

This leads us back to something we talked about last week. We talked about how our lives, our minds, are 

filled with things that concern us. Some we can do things about, like adding food to the Blessing Box to 

help someone that doesn't have enough to eat. Some things are outside of our control, like snowstorms or 

the rate of inflation. Things that are inside and outside our "circles of influence."  

  

Sometimes we focus our time and energy on things over which we actually have no influence. Maybe we 

used to have influence there. Maybe we really really want to have influence there, but we just don't. Instead 

we find ourselves tired and frustrated as we have no effect despite how hard we have worked. Sometimes 

that can leave people feeling like they have no influence, and therefore they stop trying to do anything. If 

that has ever happened to you, recognize that this way of thinking is a trap that Satan is laying for you.  

  

After taking a moment to re-center ourselves, including praying to God, our opportunity to join in 

communion with God (just like we were talking about with Jesus a few moments ago), we can look at 

where we could do some good and direct our energy there. Maybe, you need a longer rest in order to 

recover, but what will you do, where will you focus your energy when the rest period is over? 

  

Last week, I challenged you to come back this week with one item, one area, to concentrate on where you 

can have influence. How can you expand God's Kingdom? How can you show the world who Jesus is, even 

if it is just to one person?  In your bulletin, I included a slip of paper where you can write what thing, what 

area you are going to concentrate on? Then, when we pass around the offering plates, you can offer that to 

God too, where it will be placed on the alter and dedicated to God. No one will look at them. It is between 

you and God. If you are worshiping online, you can do this at home. The exercise is symbolic, but it can be 

powerful to name our offering. How can you be God's epiphany or revelation to the world? What a blessing 

it is that God gives us that opportunity! 

  

Amen! 


