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Scripture  Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV)  

2 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Qui-rinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went 

to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

  

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for 

her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

  

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I 

bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 

  

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 

  

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

  

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 

manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them 

concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by 

the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 

them. 



  

The Word of Life. 

Thanks Be to God! 

 

We have made it! It's time to welcome the Baby Jesus. Isn't he adorable? A favorite Christmas carol includes 

the line, "O, come let us adore him." We are filled with warm and fuzzy feelings as we are welcoming the baby. 

We can exchange all of the harshness, the strife, for the Little Baby Jesus laying in the manger, the Christmas 

Crib. Sometimes he is pictured tightly wrapped in those swaddling clothes we just heard about, or he might be 

laying there, arms open wide, embracing the world. 

  

We can come in here on Christmas Eve and touch the familiar, gaze on the Christ Child, and then go back to 

whatever is waiting for us at home. It might be continuing our last-minute preparations. It might be a frenzied 

celebration with family or friends. Maybe it's quieter for you at home, maybe quieter than you would like. If 

you are joining us online, you might be at home. But, just for a moment, we all can be together. If you're online, 

we are just a screen width apart. You are here. We are there. God is with us. The God of the Universe is not 

limited by time or space. 

  

We are in a Sanctuary, and it is a sanctuary, a place that provides safety and protection, a place where we can 

escape all that's going on out there, even if it is just for a moment. We can come to a place of escape, sing "Joy 

to the World" and "Silent Night," visit the baby, and breathe for a moment. 

  

But, it would be a mistake to completely separate ourselves in here with what is in here [motioning to our heart] 

(inside ourselves) or out there. Because we bring with us all of our hurts and disappointments, all of our 

wounds. We are about to complete our second year in a pandemic. There is so much that has gone on these past 

two years that is heart breaking.  

 

Last year at this time our worship was completely online. People from the church were putting together Advent 

bags for the congregation to give us the feeling of togetherness even though we were physically apart. So much 

illness, death, and dying … from a variety of causes. There has been so much political turmoil that sometimes 

turned violent both in the United States and around the world. 

  

What do you bring with you this Christmas Eve? We can contemplate the Baby Jesus and sing the carols to 

numb the pain, but what does that really do? If that's how we consider it, if that is what we are hoping to gain, it 

doesn't do much. We don't ask for much, and therefore we don't get much, to paraphrase James, the brother of 

Jesus. (cf. James 4:2-3) Maybe, we can ask for more this time, and leave here with more than a few moments of 

solace. 

  

This baby, the Baby Jesus, of course is not just any baby. He can't seem to do much now, but he will. He is the 

fulfillment of a promise, a promise that is repeated many times and ways in the Older Testament. I'd like to take 

you back to one of those from the prophet Isaiah. 

 

Consider the last two years and everything that has happened in the meantime. There's been so much … extra, 

as if the normal difficulties of this life were not enough. So many of the things and systems and people that we 

have come to rely on just haven't been possible. And even if you're a "pull yourself up by your bootstraps" kind 



of person, those bootstraps might be getting a little worn by now. I think about all of that, then I hear these 

words from Isaiah 9:2-7. 

  

The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

3 You have enlarged the nation 

    and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

    when dividing the plunder. 

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

    you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

    the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor. 

5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

    will be fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

    will accomplish this. 

  

Praise God. Praise God. 

  

This is who we come to acknowledge at this time. This is the Baby Jesus. This is who he grew to be. This is 

who will return. We do not come just to admire a beautiful baby, O come let us adore him. We celebrate the 

fact that the wheels went into motion with Jesus' birth. It started. This is when Light came into the world, the 

dark world. Maybe, you need to see God showing up in your world. And so, we say, "Welcome, we've been 

waiting." 

  

In the middle of our brokenness, in the middle of our ordinariness, the Creator of Universe intrudes. This 

intrusion is disruptive, and that disruption is Good News. The Creator of the Universe comes to us as a creature, 

taking on flesh, becoming a person, living with us, with humanity. He did it ultimately to save us. Save us from 

that brokenness from which we cannot save ourselves, to restore the image of God within us that we each 

possess. We come together, in whatever way, to remember and remind ourselves about this. 

  

On that fateful night, news of this intrusion of God into the world disrupted the evening of some shepherds 

watching over their flocks. The angel appears and tells them the Good News for the people. The Savior has 

been born. The shepherds continue the disruption by enthusiastically sharing this news to the wonder of all who 

heard it. 

  

The Book of Hebrews in the New Testament tells us that through Jesus God understands our hurts, our worries, 

our weaknesses. God understands our suffering because Jesus suffered. Jesus knows what it means to be alone 

even when surrounded by people. Jesus knows what it feels like to be let down or betrayed by the ones that you 

should have been able to depend on. Jesus knows how it feels to grieve. (cf. Hebrews 5) 

  



All of that is true, but Jesus did not come so that so that God could understand us better. Jesus came so that we 

could understand God better. That by looking at Jesus we would know God. That by looking at Jesus we could 

learn what it means to live a holy life, the way that God meant for us. That by looking at Jesus we would know 

the love and the mercy that God has for us. That by looking at Jesus we would know what God is willing to 

sacrifice for us. The lengths to which God will go to be reconciled with us. He gives us the light for what can be 

a dark dark world. He gives us that light to take out into that world to share with others, so they too can know 

the saving love of God. 

  

So, come, let us adore this Christ Child, this Savior Child, not just as something warm and fuzzy to forget our 

troubles for a while. Remember and adore the one who came to be in our troubles with us. Who does not 

abandon us to night, but rather is the light shining to give us hope and strength and lead us back to God. 

  

Welcome to our world, Lord. Welcome to our world. 

  

Amen! 

  

Last year, I came across a song that may be familiar to some of you, but I had never heard it before, "Welcome 

to Our World." The choir is going to be singing it in a moment. It speaks to me in this time we are living in. 

Maybe it will speak to you too. The lyrics are printed in your bulletin, so that you can follow along if it's new to 

you.  

  

It begins, "Tears are falling, hearts are breaking. How we need to hear from God. You've been promised, we've 

been waiting. Welcome Holy Child." 

 

Special Music  “Welcome to Our World”     

Tears are falling, hearts are breaking 

How we need to hear from God 

You've been promised, we've been waiting 

Welcome Holy Child [Repeat: x1] 

  

Hope that You don't mind our manger 

How I wish we would have known 

But long-awaited Holy Stranger 

Make Yourself at home 

Please make Yourself at home 

  

Bring Your peace into our violence 

Bid our hungry souls be filled 

Word now breaking Heaven's silence 

Welcome to our world [Repeat: x1] 

  

Fragile finger sent to heal us 

Tender brow prepared for thorn 

Tiny heart whose blood will save us 

Unto us is born [Repeat: x1] 



  

So wrap our injured flesh around You 

Breathe our air and walk our sod 

Rob our sin and make us holy 

Perfect Son of God [Repeat: x1] 

  

Welcome to our world. 
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