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This week we wrap up our worship series as we complete our Move from Scare City to Abundance Forest. The 

irony in Moving Out of Scare City is that we don't have to pack up and go anywhere. Rather, we are called to 

transform the places within and around us with the evidence of God's love and grace. We are called to display 

the gifts of abundance to a hungry world. How can we offer the generosity of Christ to transform the places 

where we are? 

  

We have come a long way over the last several weeks. Scare City is a place that is based on fear and scarcity. It 

is focused on "not enough-ness" whether it is us as individuals, what we have or do not have in our lives, our 

personal economic situation, or a society that projects that EVERYTHING is crisis and our doom is imminent. 

But we learned that God tells us that, no matter what the situation looks like, God is with us, so we need not 

fear. We can move forward with confidence. Last week, we learned that as much as we would like to think so, 

it's not all about us. We can open the doors and expand the circle wide to everyone. Fencing people out is 

reverting the scarcity mentality, like there's only so much of God's love to go around when it is in fact limitless. 

  

Our main Scripture passage comes from 1 Timothy. This letter to Timothy, the protégé of the Apostle Paul, is a 

bit different from a lot of his other letters. This is not to a church or assembly of people. It is to a specific 

person. This is not merely a commander writing to a subordinate. It is a man writing to someone who is like a 

son to him even though it is instructions about how to run and organize the church in Ephesus. That is one of 

the reasons that I will be using The VOICE translation today. It has a much more conversational tone.  

  

Today, we are near the end of the letter, and Paul shares some instruction on the relationship Timothy and the 

people of his church should have with money. He basically warns of the risk of it becoming an idol, a way to 

manipulate and control people through its use, or fostering an attitude of self-importance, independence, and 

pride. He has alternative advice in 1 Timothy 6:18-19. Hear the word of the Lord. 

  

[Paul says instead], 18 Tell them to use their wealth for good things; be rich in good works! If they are 

willing to give generously and share everything, 19 then they will send ahead a great treasure for 

themselves and build their futures on a solid foundation. As a result, they will surely take hold of eternal 

life. [or the life that is truly life (NIV)] 

  

 



The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Did you hear what I thought I heard? Does Paul really say that people buy their way into heaven through their 

money and good works? No, Eternal life is not contingent on our good deeds whether it is through money or the 

physical acts that we do. And thank God for that because we couldn't give enough or do enough to qualify. 

Instead, these things are a natural response in gratitude for what Jesus has already done for us.  

  

I am reminded of a passage from Luke 7 starting at verse 36: 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and 

reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 

Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his 

feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them 

and poured perfume on them. 

  

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 

would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

  

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

  

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

  

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii,[or the 

equivalent of 500 days of labor] and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, 

so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 

  

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

  

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

  

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your 

house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with 

her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing 

my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell 

you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven 

little loves little.” 

  

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

  

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 

  

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

  



Whether we realize it or not, we are all the woman. Just like the woman wanted to do good for Jesus, if we are 

followers of Jesus, the good we do is motivated by our love and gratitude for Jesus … even if we don't 

consciously think of it that way. (But you might consider it.) 

  

In Luke 17:21, Jesus says that the Kingdom of God is within you (or among you or in your midst). With the 

Holy Spirit, the Kingdom of God wherever we are. 

  

As people who follow Jesus, who are born again (or born from above) through the Holy Spirit, we are already 

living a form of the "eternal life" or "the life that truly is life," as the NIV Bible translation puts it.  We are 

citizens of, our primary allegiance is to, the Kingdom of God. We still live here, but we are to live as if we were 

already there. "Live the life that truly is life." (1 Tim 6:19) 

  

We carry The Kingdom wherever we go. That is the Abundance Forest, the Promised Land, the New Creation. 

It is a state of being, a state of mind, of perspective. It is a place where we can live with an attitude of gratitude.  

  

All of us have parents, grandparents, or maybe even great-grandparents who lived through the Great 

Depression. It is the bar against which we measure economic 

crisis in our country and the world. It was a terrible time when 

fortunes were lost and millions were thrown out of work. My 

grandmother was one of nine children during that time. Times 

were hard no doubt, and I heard many stories about it, but her 

family didn't consider themselves poor. They just didn't have any 

money. Because they didn't have any money, they couldn't buy 

themselves abundance. They found it in other ways.  

  

This week on Facebook I asked what comes to mind when you 

think of abundance. I got some great answers. My friend Danette 

in Dubois, Idaho, shared this picture and said, "The blue skies 

speak of God’s abundant blessings to me." 

  

I received some other answers: 

 Laughter.  

 The touch of a loved one.  

 A full table of faces your heart thumps extra for.  

 Knowing your family is healthy and happy.  

 Watching your children grow into kind, thriving people. 

  

How do you picture abundant life? …. 

  

I have a friend, Joy. That's not her real name. I have known her primarily online for many years now. Joy is her 

online nickname, and it suits her perfectly. She is a mother and a teacher, and you know that sometimes there is 

some discipline that goes with the territory, some things that may not seem very joyful. She was explaining her 

method of teaching her children in the way that they should go (cf. Proverbs 22:6) as it applies to cleaning their 

rooms, especially under their beds.   

  



When you look under a kid's bed, there can be more than dust bunnies under there, especially once they're in 

their teens. I cringe when I think of some of the "science experiments" that I had under my bed. So many things 

that can hide underneath there: toys, clothes, dishes with dried out food (hopefully it's dried out), and of course, 

the dust bunnies.  

  

At a certain point, Joy would warn her kids. "You have until Wednesday to clean out under your beds. On 

Wednesday while you're at school, I'm doing it, and I will throw away whatever I find under there." And you 

know what. She was as good as her word.  No matter how prized or well-loved the item. out it went. You can 

see how it would make the job a lot easier. Clear the decks. Ouch! Right? But then … she would leave 

Chocolate Gold Coins. 

  

I don't know about you, but that looks like abundant life to me.  

  

It's like those Chocolate Gold Coins. Joy did not keep them all to herself. She didn't hoard them. She shared 

them with others, and not only that. She shared the story with others about what abundance can look like.  

  

A couple of weeks ago, we talked about how we see who God is by looking at Jesus. AND, how we are the 

personification of Christ's Body here on earth. So now, the world sees God revealed in the lives of Christians, 

and the stories we tell. The Good News is that when we acknowledge the abundant life within us. When we live 

in Abundance Forest, we can see the scared and the special in the ordinary. We see the life that truly is life. We 

see it in the people around us and the ordinary things of living, even the little things. Then we share it. We 

reflect the light and love of God, living with generous hearts into a world that feels trapped in Scare City so that 

they can move to Abundance Forest too. 

  

Amen! 

 


