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This week we wrap up our worship series about Identifying the Idols we can have, now in the 21st Century. 

What are the things that we make more important in our lives, that we follow more closely than God? There are 

so many things going on around us all the time, competing for our attention, that they can draw us away from 

God. There are things and people who can become more important to us than God. We wind up listening to 

them or what they represent about what is essential in life. Over the course of the last several weeks we've 

focused on how politics can do this to us. We've also looked at favoritism be is due to race, sex, ethnicity, 

gender, economic status, or where people live or are from. 

  

Today, we look at something that is around us every day ... Culture, especially worldly culture. How does it 

lead us astray, pull us away from God being front and center in our lives. We will start with a narrative about 

King Solomon, David's son. He is known for being wise and rich, a king among kings. We will hear about what 

happened to him toward the end of his life. Our reading comes from 1 Kings 11:1-10. Hear the word of the 

Lord. 

  

11:1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabites, 

Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 They were from nations about which the Lord had told 

the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their 

gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and 

three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his 

heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his 

father had been. 5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molek the detestable god of 

the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did not follow the Lord completely, as 

David his father had done. 

  

7 On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god of Moab, and 

for Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. 8 He did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned 

incense and offered sacrifices to their gods. 

  

9 The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of 

Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other 

gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord’s command. 

  

The word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

  

Did that reading give anyone the impression that all of Solomon's problems were blamed on women? Well, that 

passage has been one that has been twisted to characterize women as bad, but they are not the cause of the 

problem. They, in fact, are the result. Solomon has involved himself so much with the nations around him that 

those nations and their gods came to control him. 

  



The next question might be the seemingly inconsistent theme of this passage from what I talked about last 

week. Then, I talked about expanding our circle, our table, to include peoples of all races, nations, and 

ethnicities.  This week our passage warns against foreign or outside influences. What's the deal with that? 

  

It has everything to do with the narrow path of the Christian life. Have you heard the phrase "being in the world, 

not of the world"? There's a difference between inviting people into our group, congregation, fellowship to even 

become part of you, joining your culture, environment, belief system, and you changing, desiring to join their 

group, become more like them. 

  

Jesus talked about how this is supposed to work in the Sermon on the Mount. He talked about how disciples are 

to be salt and light in the world. Among other things, salt is a preservative. It keeps things from going bad and 

rotting. When we live our lives like followers of Jesus, doing what he said, we help to preserve the world 

around us. As light we lead people to the Lord. We serve as a lamp or a flashlight in the night that shows others 

the way. It is demonstrated by what we say and do. 

  

It might be easier to completely remove ourselves from the world. That would be safer for us, but then we 

would have no influence. We need to be in the world, interact with it. We have to have some knowledge of it, 

but we can't become so embroiled with it that we are taken over by it. That's why it's so hard to stay on that 

narrow path.  

  

How do we do we maintain our connection to Jesus, to God, while being salt and light in the world? We 

maintain it through dialogue. We think about God. What would God want me to do? Ask God what to do 

through prayer. Hear from God through the word. Talk it over with other followers of Jesus. 

  

So, this passage is not inconsistent with last week's message of inclusivity. It is just a different part of the 

process of discipleship. 

  

Did you notice how many "foreign" wives and concubines Solomon had? Now, at that time polygamy was 

fairly common, but even so Solomon was a bit excessive, don't you think? But excess was a constant theme 

throughout his reign, bigger palaces, more international influence, more, more, more. Why do you think that is? 

Because he did not trust God. All of those "foreign" wives indicate something specific. Foreign alliances, 

treaties. At that time, and actually until rather recently, within the last 100 years or so, part of regular 

international diplomacy and foreign relations involved the marriage of royalty. Think of Austrian Marie 

Antoinette and French Louis XVI, or English Queen Victoria and German Prince Albert.  

  

King Solomon began his career with an alliance with Egypt and received an Egyptian wife. He kept entering 

more and more alliances to ensure him the peace and prosperity that God had already promised him. However, 

he didn't trust God to provide it. Then, he is surrounded by all of these other influences, and they draw him 

away from God. It can start innocently enough. Imagine it. You have a wife from another country. She's away 

from everything familiar. She's homesick. You want her to feel comfortable, to be happy. What's one thing you 

can do? Build her a temple to her god. Participate with her in the practice. You don't believe it, of course. 

You're just doing it to be polite, to be friendly, to make her feel comfortable. You might even find the practices 

fun and enjoyable. It so easily can turn into something else. 

  



We can get caught in that same trap. Do we trust God with the little things? Is it possible that we don't trust that 

God knows what's best for us? Doesn't know where we are vulnerable? Wants what's best for us?  

  

We don't fully trust that God loves us. We are at risk of thinking that God wants to keep something good, fun, 

beneficial from us, rather than the truth that God wants to give something good to us. God's love. Freedom 

from the pain that happens when we follow the wisdom of the world, especially the pain that it inflicts on ones 

that we love. 

  

Part of the problem with so many things in our culture is that they can be so seductive, tempting, enticing. Our 

culture says that "bad" is interesting, fun, important, good to know, exciting, and strong. It says that "good" is 

uptight, prudish, a killjoy, to be dismissed, boring, avoided, abused, and weak. 

  

However, the truth is that "bad" is actually destructive, hurtful, miserable, weak, disloyal, undependable, selfish, 

and hateful. Whereas "good" is life-giving, loving, fun, generous, strong, interesting, loyal, and trustworthy. 

  

What are the things in our culture that can draw us to focus on them instead of God? Not that they are 

necessarily problems in and of themselves for the most part. It's more of what we allow them to do to us. 

  

There are things like movies, TV, or media of any type (social, news, sports, music, books, photos, paintings, 

and so on). In these things we can see behaviors and attitudes that are presented as appropriate, cool, good even 

though we know, as followers of Jesus, that they are not. I'm talking about things that are quite common in these 

venues like drinking, casual sex, drug use, lying, cheating, stealing, especially if the cause is righteous. Just 

think of any James Bond movie. Who gets to decide the cause is righteous? You or those you idolize. When this 

is constantly before our eyes, it is easy to think that this is normal, good, or even optimal. I certainly thought 

that before I became a Christian. Ironically, it helped turn me toward the Lord, as I began to see it all as a lie. 

  

Our idols become the prominent people we see in the media like actors, sports figures, news commentators, 

celebrities, people that we admire and listen to before or instead of God. There is a relatively new title in the 

cultural celebrity hierarchy called a social media influencer. Their job is to be admired, especially through their 

social media account. Then, if they suggest a certain product or service, you will want it or to do it because 

they said so. Kind of scary right?  

  

How different is that from the TV ads that starts off … "I'm not a doctor, but I play one on TV…" therefore 

you're supposed to listen to and take advice from me. I love it when actors who played respected characters end 

up as spokespeople for life insurance. They're trustworthy right? Because they said lines … that someone else 

wrote … in a believable way, and you connected with that character. You may even feel like you know them. 

Like I said. Scary. 

  

One question I have though is how could this have happened to Solomon? God had granted him such wisdom, 

gave him the honor of building the Temple. Everything seemed to be going so well. Now, by the later years of 

his life, he lost so much. What happened? It might be the "seemed" is the important word there. There were 

hints from the beginning. It starts off with his first Egyptian wife, meaning an alliance with Egypt. The levels of 

his excess, not just with his many wives, but everything in his life. He spent seven years building the Lord's 

Temple, but he spent 13 years on his own palace. Perhaps, a side effect of his wisdom was pride, certainty that 

he could keep things balanced, so he didn't have to worry about it.  



  

We can never be complacent. A couple of weeks ago at Bible Study at Alpine House one of the ladies, named 

Barbara, put it so well. Maintaining our relationship with God is like playing the piano. We have to keep 

practicing every day. We keep our connection strong by talking to God, by reading God's word, by being in 

connection with other followers. 

  

When we rely on our own strength, we can think that we can have contact, be exposed, participate, go into the 

risky places without any negative impact. Sometimes people think that they are strong or sophisticated enough 

that they can handle it. They may want to "enjoy" the world, but still think that they are with God. They may 

want to be admired or thought of a cool or whatever. They may rationalize that they are there to "help" others, 

but they … we … have to realize that we are vulnerable to being drawn away. We need the constant awareness 

of being in the world (yes), but not being of the world (or like the world). Otherwise, we are making a deal with 

the devil. 

  

Think about the temptations or tests Satan put before Jesus in the desert. Satan challenges Jesus to turn stones 

into bread. Hey, you could feed the world. That's a good thing, right? Throw yourself off this tall building. 

Show people how powerful you are. Test the mercy of God by doing something foolish. Have power over all the 

earth, if only you'll worship Satan. Offering a shortcut to avoid that is difficult. (cf. Matthew 4:1-11) Satan takes 

what is bad and twists it to make it sound good. It's so enticing … so tempting. Are we at risk to saying yes to 

any like that? 

 

Like with Solomon, it rarely starts big for any of us, this making bargains with the culture around us. It's the 

small little steps. It's a slight drift off course that we don't even notice at first.  

  

The band Casting Crowns has a song titled “Slow Fade.” The lyrics talk about those small steps that lead to the 

big things. Listen to the lyrics of the second verse: 

 

Be careful little ears what you hear 

When flattery leads to compromise 

The end is always near 

Be careful little lips what you say 

For empty words and promises 

Lead broken hearts astray 

 

 

It's a slow fade 

When you give yourself away 

It's a slow fade 

When black and white have turned to gray 

And thoughts invade, choices made 

A price will be paid 

When you give yourself away 

People never crumble in a day 

 

The official video for this song, which is posted on our Facebook page and will be on our website, shows a 

story of how a move away from God doesn’t happen overnight. The video moves backwards from the disastrous 

result showing how the little choices added up, and faith slowly faded away. The main character could have 

diverted at any time, but does not. Then we finally are shown the moment where it starts when the main 

character could have made a different small choice that would have made all the difference. 

  

The Good News is that it doesn't have to be that way. We are going to drift off course. It's in our nature, but we 

can course correct. We can do it before we've wandered a long way if we are intentional. We also have to be 



truthful with ourselves. We are good at rationalizing, especially when we are tempted to do something that we 

know we shouldn't … or at least I am.  

  

But, we can examine ourselves: 

 What is going on in our lives that draws us closer to God, closer in relationship, closer in love, closer in 

following God's ways? 

  

 What is drawing us away from God? I don’t mean what makes us angry or not want to be in relationship 

with God, necessarily, but rather, what is drawing our attention instead? We know we should read the 

Bible more, but we don't have time because we are doing this other thing instead. 

 

We want to go to worship more, but there's this thing we like to do that's at the same time, so … and we 

can't watch it online because we got too caught up doing … (which is 

 not to say that you have to watch THIS worship service, as much as I'd like you too, but worshiping God 

in some way is the point).  

 

Let me pick something that many people don't think much about doing. I know I shouldn't speed, but 

there's no one around. What difference does it make? Everybody does it, and I never get pulled over. I 

don't even think we should have speed limits. I know the Bible says that we're supposed to follow the 

local laws, but that can't really apply to speed limits can it? (cf. Romans 13:1-2) Oh wait! There's a deer! 

  

What is drawing us away from God? 

  

 What in our lives have become more important to us than God? What activity? What person? What 

philosophy or idea? Or … Other religion? 

  

 What does this examination or these questions make us realize that we are actually worshiping now … 

even if we didn't mean to or didn't realize it until now? 

  

When we realize what it is … or even if you're not quite there yet, but you're headed in that direction … we can 

ask what the father of the epileptic boy said to Jesus, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" (Mark 

9:24) 

  

It is only when we Identify the Idols in our lives that we can overcome them. It is then that you can truly say, 

you love the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. (cf. 

Luke 10:27) 

  

Amen! 

 


