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We are also starting a new worship series today, called Idols: Identifying Idols. You might think that idols 

aren’t a part of our modern life in the 21st Century. But, idols are not just statues. They are things in our lives 

that we use to try to fill the empty space in ourselves, space that only God can fill. 

  

It all comes from the first of the 10 Commandments in the Book of Exodus: 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

  

3 “You shall have no other gods before[or besides] me. [That means more than God Almighty, Yahweh, 

is the top, most powerful god. It means our One and Only God.] 

  

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 

beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them. (Exodus 20:2-5a) 

  

Often people see this very absolute commandment, and they interpret it as God trying to keep something from 

us. Like in the Garden of Eden when the snake convinced Eve that God was trying to keep something good 

from her by forbidding her to eat anything from the one tree. Really God was protecting Adam and Eve. God 

had given them something good, the Garden. After that, life became so much harder. 

  

The same thing is true with the things in our lives that we worship, and we might not even realize it. These can 

be things or even ideas that we revere, follow, and worship. They not only pull us away from God, but become 

more important to us than God. Yet, they aren't satisfying. They aren’t life-giving. We always need more. We 

become trapped by them. Rather than giving us control, they control us. 

  

Instead, let us eat what is good, that which satisfies, the bread of life. (cf. John 6:35) In this worship series we 

consider our vulnerability to be drawn to idolatry even today. 

  

Let's look at the imagery that we have on 

the screen or on the front of your bulletin. 

The first thing that we have is an actual 

statue. This statue can represent many 

things. It might be the object we have that 

we think has mystical power. Do you carry 

a rabbit's foot for luck or something like 

that? Do you have a special ring or piece of 

jewelry? A lucky t-shirt? It can be a 

representation of something or someone 

who we think has power.  

  

The Book of Daniel is set in Babylon during the Babylonian Exile of the Jewish people. The leader, 

Nebuchadnezzar, had a golden statue of himself made that was 100 feet tall, and all of the people in the city of 

Babylon were to bow down and worship it. But, really they were to worship him, Nebuchadnezzar. (cf. Daniel 

3)  



  

That may seem ridiculous to us today, but how many of us put people in power, with influence, celebrities, or 

merely people we admire on a pedestal? Allow them to lead and guide our lives? But, even the best humans are 

not made to withstand that much scrutiny. When they mess up, which they eventually do … after all they're 

only human … people are often so disappointed in their idol that they rip them to shreds or smash them … or 

they may overlook those very real problems. Sometimes they are knocked off the pedestal in other ways and 

humbled, as eventually Nebuchadnezzar was in chapter 4 of Daniel. 

  

Next, we have money. That's an easy one to identify, right? This is complicated, right? Because we need money 

in our society to live. The truth is that it is a useful tool. It can make life a lot harder if we don't have it, 

especially in a western culture, but for so many it becomes an idol, is worshiped. They need more and more. 

Enough is never enough. 

  

It's true. We, this church, needs money, financial support in order to do the ministries we have to help people 

and to teach them about God's love. Whether it is paying for advertising to let people know about our worship 

services or an event we have coming up, buying supplies to make disaster relief kits, having heat in the winter 

for our A/A meetings, buying Bibles to have in our lending library on the corner. Where we live it makes it a lot 

easier to do ministry. It is an important tool in our toolbox, but when it becomes more than that, it's a problem. 

  

Then we have technology, here represented by a iPhone, a smartphone, the inspiration for the unique spelling of 

our sermon series title. Technology is another thing that can be a brilliant tool. Right now, it is allowing us to 

have literally hundreds of people worship with us from all around the country. It allowed me to attend a 

ministry conference in Kansas City last week. It allowed us to keep our connection during this pandemic when 

we couldn't see each other in person. It has allowed us to build a robust Adult Sunday School Class. It's 

allowing me to save paper by having this very sermon on a device rather than printing it on paper that I would 

throw away after this worship service. That is just scratching the very surface of what a valuable tool 

technology can be. And yet, there are people for whom technology or their phones are the most important things 

in their lives. 

  

I read a story a couple of weeks ago. Maybe you saw it. It was about an elementary school teacher who gave her 

students a writing assignment completing the statement "I wish." She was grading the papers one evening, and 

she starts crying. Her husband looks up from his computer game and asks her what's wrong. She tells him about 

the assignment and shares one  of the student's answers. 

  

My wish is to become a smart phone. 

My parents love their smart phone very much. 

They care about their smart phone so much that sometimes they forget to care for me. 

When my father comes from the office tired, he has time for his smart phone but not for me. 

When my parents are doing some important work and [the] smart phone is ringing, within single ring 

they attend the phone, but not to me... 

even if I am crying. 

They play games on their smart phones not with me. 

When they are talking to someone on their smart phone, they never listen to me even if I am telling them 

something important. 

So, MY WISH is to become a smart phone. 



  

After listening to the note [the] husband got emotional and asked [his] wife, ‘Who wrote this??’.  

[And she said]: ‘OUR SON ’…  

(https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10158873764373935) 

  

Is this a true story? I don't know, but I have known many people who have had that relationship with their 

phones and computers, over people. 

  

Our last image here is a television. People schedule their lives around their favorite shows. It is the focal point 

in most living rooms. Sometimes people have a whole room dedicated to TV watching. Could it be an altar, 

even considered a place of worship? Now with streaming services and "on demand," we can watch and even 

binge on TV shows, but it has enormous influence in bringing things into our homes. Celebrity worship, money 

and material things through advertising, and so much more. Does it reflect culture, or does it create and define 

culture for us? Defining for us what is right and wrong based on the behaviors of characters in shows and 

movies.  

  

How many of us can identify with these traps? There have been times when I have been drawn to, even 

worshiped all these kinds of things, sometimes several at the same time. 

  

The things that we turn into idols can be tangible, things we can hold in our hands, but they can also be 

concepts, attitudes, and ideas that we hold dear. Maybe things we consider a part of our identity that is more 

important to us than our identity as a Christ Follower or Christian. 

  

The Book of Judges describes over and over again how the Israelites were drawn to the gods of the nations 

around them. (eg. Judges 10:6-16 (11:1-22)) They thought that God was trying to keep something good from 

them, and they said, Hey, we want what they have. They seem to be doing so much better, having so much fun. 

And, effectively, our God, the One God, Yahweh says, Okay. You want to do that, to abandon Me. Go ahead. I 

will let you be ruled by the people of that imaginary god, that nation, that culture.  

  

Soon, they found themselves harassed and oppressed by those nations, and they cried out for the mercy of our 

Lord, God to rescue them. Can the same be said of us? Politics, culture, Hollywood, the -isms of our 

polarizations, our group, our tribe, or whatever you want to call it, does not love you, has no mercy for you. All 

they want is to use you to further their goals, their influence. 

  

But God will always welcome us back with open arms. As it says in Lamentations beginning at 3:22 "3:22  The 

steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 3:23  they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness."  

  

Over the next several weeks, we will look at the traps that we can fall into, often without even realizing it. The 

past year and a half with pandemic, protests, elections, and more, some of these things have been like neon 

lights attracting us like moths to a flame. They're things like politics. Then, there are the "-isms" like racism, 

classism, poverty-ism … Okay, I may have just made that last word up, but you know, if Shakespeare can do it, 

why can't I, right? And lastly, we have culture and the things in it. The influence that it can have over us. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10158873764373935


We are looking for hope, peace, fulfillment, and unconditional love, and we can turn to these other things 

thinking that they will give them to us. We are looking for things to fill us up, but ultimately, they leave us 

feeling empty, unsatisfied. That's why we always need more. 

  

But the good news is that God wants to save us from all of that, give us rest for our souls. As God promises us 

in Isaiah 55: 

 

  

1 “Come, all you who are thirsty, 

    come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without cost. 

2 Why spend money on what is not bread, 

    and your labor on what does not satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 

    and you will delight in the richest of fare. 

3 Give ear and come to me; 

    listen, that you may live. 

  

So, I invite you … I challenge you to consider three things as we go through this worship series that you may 

not have ever realized: 

• What pulls you away from God? What things, feelings, desires?  

• What is more important to you than God? 

• What are you worshiping now? 

  

As over the next several weeks we Identify the Idols in our lives because we want to give all the glory to God. 

  

Amen! 


