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We've been on a journey through the Book of Hebrews for the last eight weeks. On this journey we have had an 

opportunity to see what makes Jesus so important and special … unique … for us, and for the whole world. We 

haven't merely been dealing in platitudes and random Bible verses but exploring what the Gospel, the Good 

News, really is. Of course, we have only scratched the surface with this book.  

  

For a New Testament book, especially a letter or epistle, Hebrews is pretty long at 13 chapters even though the 

author refers to it as a "brief exposition" (13:22). However, there is so much important information for the Jesus 

follower packed in its pages. In one of my Bibles, where it's text only and no study notes, it comes to 7.5 pages. 

I draw your attention to this group of books here on the alter. Each one is about two inches thick. They are a six 

volume series just on the book of Hebrews. That is a visual illustration of how much is packed into this one 

letter. 

  

As I've mentioned before, this book, or letter, was originally written to a group of Jewish Christians whose 

community may have been falling apart for a variety of reasons. They were tempted to go back to Judaism, to 

what was comfortable and familiar, quite frankly what was easier. Hebrews is telling them throughout the letter 

that turning their back on Jesus is rejecting their best chance for permanent reconciliation and a life with God 

because Jesus has been a part of everything from the beginning. Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God. He does 

not want them to lose out on that. 

  

But, these Jewish Christians are not alone in their desire to go back to the familiar. We are all tempted to drift 

back to the comfortable and familiar, even without family pressure or persecution. If we think about what we 

have learned and what we believe, it's hard to dismiss it. But, if we stop thinking about it and just focus on the 

day-to-day challenges of living, it's easy to drift. There's a line from the 80s TV show, Moonlighting, that has 

always stuck with me, and can be applied to so much of what we see going on around us every day. David 

Addison says, "I'm fine with it … as long as I don't have to think about it." 

  

Hebrew urges us to think about it. Think about what you believe, and why do you believe it. Hebrews 

encourages us to live into those beliefs with authenticity. To truthfully, faithfully live into what we believe, let it 

govern our lives. What is our response to that challenge? 

Or … do we not actually believe it? It sounds nice in theory, but in practice? Ummmmm …. 

  

If we're not thinking about our faith, it's easy to drift. That's one of the reasons that we, as an assembly, a 

congregation, a family, Jesus' sheep, are safer together in a herd. A single sheep is more at risk of attack or 

simply to wander into unsafe situations. We can encourage one another. 

  

This week we look at some of the concluding remarks of this letter that remind us of some of the highlights of 

this letter. We will be reading Hebrew 13:1-8. Here the word of the Lord: 

  

13:1 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3 Continue 

to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated 

as if you yourselves were suffering. 
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4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer 

and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what 

you have, because God has said,  

“Never will I leave you; 

    never will I forsake you.”[Deut. 31:6] 

  

6 So we say with confidence,  

“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. 

    What can mere mortals do to me?”[Psalm 118:6,7] 

  

7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life 

and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

What do you think the news headlines will be tomorrow? We are coming through a weekend where, at least in 

my newsfeed, has greatly reduced from the normal feeding frenzy to remember and honor the events and people 

affected for the 20th anniversary of 9/11. I'm sorry to say that I am not confident that it will continue into 

tomorrow. As with most days scandals, political grandstanding, money, sex, and suffering will be a part of it all. 

It's all so disturbing, and that's why it sells. It's what gets people to click those links. Jesus? Well, maybe if they 

can twist his words to support their position in any of those categories. The Prince of Peace? Loving your 

neighbors, let alone loving your enemies? That would be very rare. 

  

However, in this last chapter of Hebrews, we have sex, power, money, suffering, and Jesus. The good news is 

that he helps us make sense of the rest. He is "the same yesterday and today and forever" (Heb 13:8). Through 

this book we realize that by having faith in him and by following him, we can resist drifting back and allowing 

those scandals to hurt us.1 

  

Throughout the Letter to the Hebrews the author has been reminding us that God has been leading God's people 

from the beginning. We have seen the comparisons of Moses leading the Israelites through the wilderness and 

Jesus leading his followers through the wilderness that we find in the world now. It was really God both guiding 

Moses and leading the Israelites so long ago as a pillar of cloud or fire, and it is God leading us now in the 

person of Jesus. It is the same God yesterday, today, and forever. 

  

When Jesus arrived, it wasn't the person of a new or different God, but God was revealed in a new way. Think 

of meeting someone with whom you had only exchanged letters or the rare phone call. Now, you are seeing 

them for the first time. I know that I've talked to people on the phone. I have a picture in my mind of what they 

look like, but when I actually meet them it's usually so different. With Jesus we can have such a fuller picture of 

God such a better understanding as he is the exact representation of God's being, as it said in chapter 1 of 

Hebrews (vs 3). 
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As we get to know and understand God better and better, we (as humans) can accept and understand more and 

more about God. I know it's cliché, but you have to walk before you can run. 

  

God/Jesus is the one who never left and never will. When we know that this is the Jesus we follow, who 

sacrificed so much for us, we can hear the love, mercy, personal sacrifice, and compassion in these commands. 

We are doing these things for God's family, which, of course, we are a part of, and therefore are our family too, 

brothers and sisters. 

  

When we accept this the question becomes how do we live in community in light of what we know and believe? 

How do we do all of this? What identifies us as a community of people who follow Jesus as Lord of our lives? 

This passage gives us several marks. They can also be thought of as markers on the path of our Journey of 

Faith. 

  

The first mark forms the foundation of all the rest, love. "Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters" 

(Heb 13:1). We have our family of faith. We need to work on maintaining our relationships with each other to 

provide the support that we all need. We are vulnerable on our own.   

  

However, that love cannot entirely be focused within our group. We have to look out. We love those that we 

don't know, the stranger, through our hospitality. We do that by welcoming the new person in our midst. We do 

that by offering food to those on their journey both physical like we do through the Blessing Box and the food 

bank and spiritual through welcome in worship and fellowship, especially if they may seem different. We 

receive gifts when we do this because they may be angels. The author may be referencing when Abraham 

welcomed the three angels and offered food and rest on their journey (Genesis 18), but it also happened in other 

places in the Bible. (See Judges 6 and 13) Think about the walk to Emmaus, where the disciples encounter the 

risen Jesus without even realizing it until the breaking of the bread (cf. Luke24:13-32). In all these places, 

hospitality was the pathway to new possibilities and new life. 

  

The next mark is helping people in times of crisis and distress. We hear about those in prison and those 

mistreated. It could be referring specifically to those Christians that were being persecuted, but the principal 

applies to all who are in the body of the human race. To remember them implies more than simply thinking of 

them from time to time. We can pray. We can feel compassion for them, rather than simply dismiss them. How 

can we help if it is within our power? As we would hope would be done for us in similar circumstances. I know 

I've heard something like that somewhere before. What is that? Something like, "Do unto others as you would 

have them do unto you." See Matthew 7 for more details about that. 

  

The third mark is faithfulness in our personal relationships. Honoring marriage be it our own or others. Casual 

sex was just as common in the Roman world of the 1st Century as it is in society today. One of the most 

counter-cultural things we can do is to reserve sex for our spouse and remain true to them alone.  God cares 

about all of our relationships including our closest ones. When those break, there is so much collateral damage 

of the innocent around them leaving feelings of betrayal and deep scars. That is part of its tragedy. 

  

The fourth mark talks about the love of money. We can be enslaved by it. Then, it laughs at us when it doesn't 

give us the happiness it promised. Of course, poverty doesn't bring happiness either. That's a whole other story, 

but we need to be careful of the love of money. As NT Wright says, "When you love something or someone, 
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you make sacrifices for them. When you find yourself making a sacrifice of something or someone else in your 

life, simply so that you can follow where money is beckoning you, [see] that as a danger signal."2   

  

Grasping after sex, money, and power have been temptations from the beginning, and those are the things that 

put us in the headlines now. How much more heart wrenching is it when we see these headlines associated with 

people who claim to follow Jesus? But, we can remember in our own journey that we are not on our own. God 

has promised to never leave us or forsake us and more than that … will in fact be our helper. 3 "God is our 

refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble" (Psalm 46:1). 

  

Then we have the fifth mark is remembering our leaders in the faith. Think of the person or people who first 

introduced you to Jesus, who showed you how to follow him, who started you down this Journey of Faith that 

we walk, maybe even before you realized that you had started. Who are the people who walk with you now, 

who even inspire you to continue on?  

  

Of course, our supreme example remains Jesus himself, the one who leads us on our Journey of Faith but also 

walks with us on it. The one who is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

  

Amen!  

  

________________________ 
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