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Beautiful Weather Brings Worship Outdoors 

 

The temps are cooler and the smoke has 

left us for now. We are taking advantage 

of it by having worship in God’s 

Cathedral, the great outdoors! A bonus 

is that we can sing all the verses of our 

favorite hymns. Hooray! So many of us 

have missed that so much. We had our 

first Sunday outside on Aug 29. We want 

to continue to take advantage of this 

opportunity as long as the weather 

cooperates. So, bring a lawn chair and 

be ready to worship and sing praises to 

the Lord at 10 AM on Sunday mornings … in front of God and everybody. (P.S. We have chairs for those who 

cannot bring them.) 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

 

Not only did we bless the back packs for the students from our own congregation and their families. This year 

people from our congregation loaded twelve school back packs all through the month of August. Then they 

brought them for a special blessing during August 22’s worship service. Building Healthy Families knew of 

children who could use them ranging from first grade through junior high. The staff was so appreciative of the 

donation of the back packs, and they now have good homes as children have returned to school.  Our prayers 

and blessings go with them. Many are excited to see what we can do next year. Thank you to everyone who 

participated! 

 

        
 



United Methodist Women – Making a Difference 

 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) will have a booth at the 
Farmers Market this Saturday Sept 4th.  We will be selling 
baked goods, canned vegetables, jams and jellies, spices, and 
hand crafts. Please donate items for the sale. Bring them to the 
booth at the market by 8:45 Saturday morning.  We made $1000 
each of the last two times we sold at the market.  With another 
$1000, we will be able to meet our mission giving commitments 
for 2021.  Our UMW unit gives locally to Safe Harbors, Building 
Healthy Families, Community Connections, and the Elks 
Christmas baskets.  Each year we meet our pledge to support 
national and international United Methodist Women’s 
ministries. 
 

The September meeting of United Methodist Women will be on 
Thursday, September 16th at 1 pm.  Location of the meeting will 
be determined depending on the COVID situation.  Sue Moore 
will be presenting our program.  There will be a “mission 
moment” as we learn about our outreach to marginalized women 
and children.  We will have a letter people can sign for our 
Congressmen concerning climate change, stating the priorities 
United Methodist Women have set to meet the challenges of rising global temperatures.   
All women are invited to the meeting. 
 
 

Sage District United Methodist Women Annual Meeting  
Lead with Love-September 18, 2021 Starting 9 am 
We are going virtual for our Sage District Annual Meeting due to the Delta variant of COVID spread in 
our communities.  
 
United Methodist Women is deeply committed to the ongoing work of racial justice. We seek to be in 
right relationship with one another. We work together for the 
transformation of church and world, following the teaching and example 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
How can we be in right relationship with one another?  We can start by 
listening attentively to one another. You are invited to join us for the 
opportunity to listen attentively to Rev. Kalina Malua Katoa’s story of how 
her Tongan culture impacts her ministry in serving as a pastor of the Open 
Door churches in Salem, Oregon.  You are invited to participate with one 
of the “We will...” statements from our United Methodist Church Charter 
for Racial Justice. 
 

Registration: Send an email to Judy Halverson, judybhalverson@gmail.com requesting the Zoom link 
for September 18 meeting. Please include your church/UMW affiliation in the email. 

Blue Ribbon Dill Pickles and Sweet Garlic Dill 
Pickles will be at the Farmers Market this 
Saturday 9/4. David Cook and Betty Cosgrove 
working on canning pickles. 

mailto:judybhalverson@gmail.com


Generosity as an Act of Faith  

Throughout this unprecedented time, you have chosen to stick by our side. We want to thank you for your 

commitment, it has meant so much. Thank you for your patience as we took time to find steady ground while 

we navigated the uncharted territory of being faithful to God, keeping our connection, and loving our 

neighbors in the midst of pandemic. In many ways, are still doing so. Our commitment to you is that we will 

continue to improve the way we worship God together and continue to 

share God’s love with the people of Wallowa County and beyond who 

are impacted by COVID, while remaining steadfast in our values of 

integrity, community, inclusivity, and compassion–no matter what.  

 

Your generous gifts have given us the ability to make a real difference, 

helping hundreds of people connect with and learn of the love that God 

has for them during these difficult times. We can continue to be a light that reflects God’s glory. We are so 

grateful. Your continued support with allow us to move forward in this brave new world as a light to those 

sitting in darkness, reflecting God’s glory and love into the world. It is your generosity that allows us to 

continue. Thank you for your unwavering support. 
 

 

Starting the Harvest Season at the Magic Garden 
 

The Magic Garden is producing lots of vegetables to share.  After all our planting and weeding we are seeing 

the results of our labors.  Each Monday morning at 8 am, six to ten adults and children help to harvest the 

zucchini, green beans, cucumbers, lettuce, chard, and peppers.  The sweet corn will be ready this Monday.  

The beets, carrots, and potatoes will soon be dug.  The produce from the garden is shared with neighbors, 

friends at the Cottonwood Apartments, the Food Bank, and the Wallowa Lake United Methodist Camp.  We 

are thankful to have the garden at Point of Connection property just north of Joseph.   

 

The cucumbers from the Magic Garden and Sue Coppin’s garden have been made into pickles to sell at the 

United Methodist Women’s booth at the Farmers Market.  With Betty Cosgrove as our “leader” several of us 

have met for four Tuesday morning sessions to turn cucumbers into pickles.  We have canned 175 pints of 

Blue Ribbon Dill and Sweet Garlic Dill pickles.  Come to the market this Saturday and buy your pickles! 

 

              



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday to You! 
 
SEPTEMBER 
  2 Sherry Murphy 
  7 Kyle Graham 
  9 Janie Tippett 
11 Lynn Stein 
12 Carolyn Dawson 
22 Bella Russell 
26 Linda Eytchison 
 

OCTOBER 
  7 Jackson Russell 
10 Robin Martin 
29 Dean Wallen 
31 Sara Miller 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Alcoholics Anonymous  
We are happy to be able to host Alcoholics Anonymous meetings again. We have two groups meeting in the 
historical church basement three times a week.  

• Wednesdays at 12 PM – “The Buck Stops Here” 

• Thursdays at 12 PM – “Grace & Dignity” Meeting for Women 

• Saturdays at 12 PM – “The Buck Stops Here” 
 

A Chance to Get Together 
Fall is a time to start new groups to study and 

learn about our Christian faith, how to reach 

out to our neighbors, and how to be God’s 

witnesses in this confusing and sometimes 

polarized world. 
 

We would like to help folks with similar 

interests and questions about a common topic, 

come together.  To some this is Adult Sunday 

School, to others a Bible study, and for others 

a guided discussion about our faith as it relates 

to a current issue. 
 

Would you like to be a part of a group?  What 

would you like to study or discuss?  When 

could you meet? (With COVID and cooler 

temperatures, zoom meetings are 

recommended.) 
 

We would like to help facilitate the forming of 
small study groups.  If you are interested, 
please call or text Claudia Boswell (503-779-
3896) or Ingrid Cook (541-263-1519). 

Collection for the Food Bank and 

Blessing Box September 5th  

School has started, so there will be increased 

need for things like peanut butter and jelly, 

tuna, crackers, and boxed milk (which does not 

require refrigeration). The food bank always 

appreciates paper products and personal 

hygiene products that people cannot get with 

SNAP. 

  

Bring your spare change to for the Blessing 

Box. (David Cook and Pastor Cherie have 

cleared out their piggy banks. Pastor Cherie 

challenges you to find what change you might 

have.)  

 

The Blessing Box is one place that people can 

access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week without 

the red tape and administrative hassles. The 

motto is “Give what you can. Take what you 

need. Be a blessing.” 

 



Using Facebook for Faith 
Help us show the world all the things that we are doing as Joseph UMC! 
People look at our Facebook Page to see what kind of people we are. Do we 
reflect God’s love? Are we a caring community of Christians who show the 
joy of the Lord? We can do that by showing what we actually do for and as 
the church.  
 
It starts by sharing pictures of what we are doing for the church. Are you 
making something for the Farmer’s Market? Take a picture of it and send it 
to Shelly Ann Turner. She will turn it into a Facebook post (like she did with 
her own baked goods). Getting together with a friend for some Bible Study 
or fellowship time? Maybe it’s time for a selfie. Buying things for the Christmas Store? (Now’s a good time for 
sales.) You get the idea.  
 
Shelly Ann was introduced to our church through the UMW booth at the Farmer’s Market earlier this year. She 
wants to help us get the word out about how great our church is and invite people to be a part of it. She has a 
gift for using the tool of social media to increase the Kingdom of God. All we have to do is show her what 
we’re doing. You can send pictures to her through email at Turnersfloridabound@icloud.com or text it to 
(541) 419-1980. If you have any questions, please contact the church at (541) 432-3102 or jumc@eoni.com.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

We are here to love God,  love people, and actively serve the world. 
You are receiving this via the US Post Office because we don’t have your email address. If you would like to start 

receiving these via email, please let us know! (It also helps us to save on postage.) 
 

Joseph United Methodist Church ● 301 S Lake St ● PO Box 81 ● Joseph, OR 97846 
Email: jumc@eoni.com ● Website: JosephUMC.org ● (541) 432-3102 
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