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We are in the middle of our Journey of Faith through the Book of Hebrews. This whole book is a 

confession of faith. Meaning, it is a description of what we believe in, who we believe in, and 

why. Who, of course, is Jesus. So far, we have been learning about what makes Jesus special and 

unique from anyone who has come before. He is superior to the angels. He is closer to God than 

even Moses. This is because, to quote the first two verses of Hebrews our theme verse for this 

series, "In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 

ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son" (Hebrews 1:1-2a). We've discussed 

how he is the imprint of God. What I've heard others says is that if you want to see God, you 

look at Jesus. And yet, today we will look at another aspect of his nature, and it is very helpful to 

us, that of high priest, intercessor, mediator between us and God. 

  

Cultures all over the world and throughout time have had mediators with the divine. Whether it 

was shamans who would interact with ancestor spirits or priests who would offer incense and 

sacrifices to gods and goddesses, human beings are fascinated with interacting with the 

nonphysical world. Modern-day psychics, mediums, and spiritualists are sought out for their 

ability to supposedly interact with the spiritual world. Even presidents and governors have 

sought the advice of psychics and mediums during their terms. The author of Hebrews wants to 

tell us about the one that surpasses them all. Our passage comes from Hebrews 4:14-5:6. Hear 

the word of the Lord. 

  

4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high 

priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 

tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s 

throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us 

in our time of need. 

  

5:1 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the 

people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal 

gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to 

weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins 

of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by 

God, just as Aaron [the first High Priest] was. 

  

5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But 

God said to him, 

“You are my Son; 

    today I have become your Father.”[Psalm 2:7] 
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6 And he says in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

    in the order of Melchizedek.”[Psalm 110:4] 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

You may not know this about me, but I have a real fascination with history. I have read and 

studied a lot about World War 2. The other day, I came across a story of an Australian soldier 

held in a prisoner of war camp in Germany. He was the highest ranking officer in the barrack, so 

he not only had responsibility for all the soldiers in the barrack, he had the added responsibility 

as the person talking directly with the German authorities. The author, John King writes: 

  

The authorities expect him to see their displeasure when anything is wrong with the state of the 

barrack or the behavior of the men. On the other hand, the men look to him to champion  their 

rights and liberties, real and imagined. To carry out the job efficiently and to retain the 

confidence of both sides is a rare achievement … but Tom succeeded."  

  

So, Tom would serve as go between with the German officials and his men. He would talk to and 

coordinate with other Allied officers in the camp to keep things as smooth as possible even with 

the terrible conditions. He was respected by everyone. (NT Wright, Hebrews for Everyone, pg 

43) 

  

This is the kind of role that Jesus has as high priest. Of course, God is not like an enemy officer, 

and we are not in a prison camp. However, Jesus does serve and can relate to both God and 

humanity. In Jesus, we have someone who is completely on our side, but can represent us in 

God's presence. Through Jesus, God fulfilled his promise from long ago to send a great high 

priest who would serve forever, perfectly perform the role that others could only do partially and 

imperfectly. 

  

Hebrews talks about this more later, but now we are introduced to Jesus, who like the Australian 

officer both completely belongs on "our side," so to speak, but also completely belongs and can 

be our representative on God's side. 

  

Jesus was and remains fully human, and therefore remains connected with us. I really had never 

thought about it before, one way or another. But in the back of my mind, I probably figured that 

once he returned to the heavenly places that he returned to the way he was before he came to 

earth. But that's not true. Jesus remains fully God and fully human, as hard as that is to imagine. 

When he represents us before God, he's not looking down on us, thinking badly of us for messing 

up the way we do. He can sympathize because he's been here. He knows what it's like. 
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Are any of you familiar with the book The Shack? I understand that there is a local connection in 

where it is set though it never does say specifically. I never saw the movie, but it is an intriguing 

and imaginative way to look at the Trinity as Parent, Son, and Holy Spirit. It's particularly 

interesting in the way it tries to show the human side of Jesus. He remains human doing things 

like chopping wood, getting tired, getting dirty things that we certainly can relate to as humans, 

but I never would associate with God. It can help us see that not only was Jesus fully God and 

fully human when he walked the earth, but he's still fully God and fully human now. 

  

That's an important part of being a high priest, that is being sympathetic to the people. That's part 

of what the High Priest did for the Israelites. It was not listed among the duties of a priest, but it 

would have been necessary to carry out those duties. Of course, there were sacrifices to be made 

to God on behalf of the people. Before, he could do that he had to give sacrifices for himself, so 

that he could appear holy before God. "Priests were the mediators of the sacrifices given by 

everyday people for worship and the atonement of sins. One day out of the year, the High Priest 

would enter the tabernacle to offer sacrifices for the forgiveness of sins for all of Israel. “This 

one day each year the high priest entered the Holy of Holies (Most Holy Place) in the tabernacle 

and sprinkled blood on the ark of the covenant. Israel experienced a clean slate before God, who 

responded to their repentance and faith with forgiveness” (Stephen J. Lennox, God’s Story 

Revealed: Guide to Understanding the Old Testament [Indianapolis: Wesleyan Publishing 

House, 2009], 112). 

  

But even though, a part of and sympathetic to the people, he could never appear before God 

perfectly. Jesus can though as the sinless one, and by that I mean completely connected to God. 

He's the both/and. As Fred Craddock puts it, "He was as we are, and therefore he will help; he 

was not as we are, and therefore he can." (New Interpreter's Bible Commentary, "Hebrews") 

Moreover, we don't have to wait for one day a year. With Jesus as our High Priest, we can go to 

God at any time. And we can go with confidence. As it says in verse 16, "Let us then 

approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help us in our time of need." 

  

Let's think about approaching with confidence. The way we walk projects to the world the 

confidence we do -- or don't -- have. I have a little humorous video clip demonstrating a 

confident walk with one that isn't so confident.  

  



 4 August 8, 2021 

            

 

So we want to approach with confidence, not arrogance, but confidence. Confidence to receive 

mercy and help. We go respectfully, of course, but no need to doubt whether we will receive it 

or not. We approach the throne of grace before the God of grace, not arrogantly but confidently. 

When we accept what Jesus has done and is doing for us, arrogance would be refusing his offer 

of help, thinking or trying to do it all ourselves. Jesus gives us a directly line to God with no 

other intermediaries necessary. No other high priests, no shamans, no other person, no angels, no 

one who has gone before. 

  

That's not my job or role for you either. I'm not an intermediary. My role is to equip you. As Paul 

says in Ephesians 4:12, "to equip the saints [That's you! You're a saint. Did you know that? But 

that's another story … to equip the saints] for the work of ministry." So, we can all be ministers 

being the light in the world that points people, directs people to our High Priest, the perfect High 

Priest, Jesus, as we continue our Journey of Faith. 

  

Amen!  


