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We are continuing our Journey of Faith. Last week we took a pause from the Book of Hebrews, but today we 

are back. You may remember that the author of Hebrews is a bit of a mystery. Even though the teachings match 

closely with the Apostle Paul, the writing style is very different. So, many scholars think that it was written by 

someone who worked closely with Paul and also knew some of the other apostles. It was specifically written to 

Jewish converts to Christianity who were going through a difficult time. It might have been persecution from 

the Roman authorities or pressure from their families. People who became Christians were often cut off and 

ostracized by their families. These people were tempted to go back their old ways and return to Judaism. The 

author wants to show them why that would be a terrible mistake. In short, he's trying to show them why Jesus is 

"the way and the truth and the life" (John 14:6).  There are things that have been helpful in the past, but once 

you have Jesus, why would you want to go back? 

  

So, if this book was written to Jewish Christians, is there anything there for those of us who were never Jewish? 

Absolutely. Anyone can be tempted to turn off the path, go in a new direction, or go back to their old way of 

doing things whether purposefully or by drifting back to the familiar without even realizing it. The book of 

Hebrews both encourages us directly and urges us to encourage each other to stay on the Journey of Faith with 

Jesus, too. 

  

The whole theme of this book is summarized in the first two verses, "In the past God spoke to our ancestors 

through the prophets at many times and in various ways,  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son" 

(Hebrews 1:1-2a).  

  

A couple of weeks ago, we saw how Jesus is more important than the angels, the messengers of God, who 

brought the Law to Moses. This week we will look at how God's relationship with Moses (though very special) 

was different than God's relationship to and with Jesus. How does that affect what happens and how we are 

guided in the wilderness?  

  

Now, one thing about the book of Hebrews is that the book is so well written as a whole that it can be hard to 

have short sections to cover a particular topic. What that means is that I'm going to read a little bit from the 

section before to set up the context, and then skip some passages to keep us to one thread. So, I'm going to 

begin at Hebrews 2:14 ending at 4:11. Hear the word of the Lord! 

  

2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood (in other words, us), [Jesus] too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, 

the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For 

surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like 

them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 

service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 

suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

  

3:1 Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, 

whom we acknowledge [or confess] as our apostle [one sent by God] and high priest. 2 He was faithful 

to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been found 
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worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house 

itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful 

as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6 But 

Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our 

confidence and the hope in which we glory. 

………………… 

  

12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from 

the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you 

may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 

original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has just been said: 

  

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

    do not harden your hearts 

    as you did in the rebellion.”[Psalm 95:7-8] 

  

16 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with 

whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the 

wilderness? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest [The Promised Land] if 

not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief. 

………………… 

  

4:11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest [for us the Kingdom of God], so that no one 

will perish by following their example of disobedience. 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Think of the most influential spiritual person you know. The person that, when you think of them, you say, 

“They know God, and someday I want to be like them.” Maybe it’s your grandmother who prayed constantly 

and knows the Bible like the back of her hand. It might be your spouse, a favorite Sunday School teacher as a 

child (or even as a grown-up). It might be celebrity pastor that you listen to. Some people really looked up to 

Billy Graham or Mother Theresa. Others might think of Rachel Held Evans, Richard Rohr, or Anne Lamott.  As 

great as these people are, as helpful as they and others might be in leading people to God and helping people 

have a closer relationship with God, they aren't Jesus. Other things might be helpful, but Jesus is the pinnacle. 

He is unique. The writer of Hebrews wants to emphasize this by talking about one of the most important people 

in the Old Testament and especially revered by the Jewish people. That is Moses. 

  

No one can deny that Moses was great. He spoke directly with God. Being in God's presence made his face 

glow to such an extent that it unnerved the Israelites, and he put a veil over his face. He was the mediator 

between God and the Israelites who gave them God's law. And, of course, he led the people through the 

wilderness to the Promised Land. Though not without a fair amount of grumbling. We'll come back to that. He 

was faithful. Saying that Jesus ranks higher than Moses is no putdown. The difference is that Moses gave us the 

word of God, and Jesus IS the Word of God. 



 3 August 8, 2021 

  

The author makes another comparison. That is between the faithfulness of Jesus, Moses and the reader, all of 

God's house. That means us, too. The author encourages those of us who acknowledge or confess Jesus as Lord 

and savior, or in the language of today's text, "our apostle and high priest" to remain faithful to what we have 

said we believe. 

  

Before we go any further, I want to take a moment with this word "confess." It's an idea that appears a lot in the 

book of Hebrews. The Bible translation we are using today is the NIV, and it translates this word as 

"acknowledge." This is good because it's less confusing for us today, but many English translations use the 

word "confess." Today, we commonly use the word confess to describe admitting when we've done something 

wrong. We confess our sins to God, or where we've missed the mark, and ask for forgiveness, right? A person 

might confess to a police officer, prosecutor, or judge that they have broken the law.  

  

Here it means agree to a statement or an idea. It's telling what you think is true. In other words to acknowledge 

and accept. As Paul says in Romans 10:9, "If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved."  That's why things like the Apostle's or Nicene 

Creeds and others are called Confessions of Faith. Now, if that related to people in the Early Church getting in 

trouble, being thrown in jail, and worse for confessing their faith in Jesus, I don't know. So, the next time we 

have a "confession of faith" as part of the worship service, you will know what that's talking about.  

  

We were talking about being true/faithful to what you have acknowledged about Jesus in the past in the way 

that both Jesus and Moses were faithful to God, and the author does what happens so often in the Bible. He 

gives us an example of when the people of God, in this case the Israelites freshly rescued out of Egypt failed in 

their faithfulness. It caused dire consequences. He wants to save his readers from that. 

  

Imagine the Israelites in Egypt after Moses had returned. They witness the plagues, the signs that God uses to 

"persuade" Pharaoh to "Let my people go." They see frogs, locusts, a river of blood, and the angel of death visit 

the Egyptian homes but pass over and spare their families. The Egyptians not only urge the Israelites to leave, 

but say here take our stuff for your journey. Just go, please.  

  

Eventually, Pharaoh changes his mind and the Egyptian Army is chasing them. Moses is leading them, and they 

find themselves between the Egyptian Army and the Red Sea. The start panicking. Moses opens the sea, and 

they cross. After that, they don't have to worry about the Egyptian Army any more.  

  

They hang out at Mount Sinai. They receive the law through Moses and make the covenant to be God's people. 

They create the Tabernacle or Tent of Meeting where God can come and be among them. They were camping 

just outside Canaan, the Promised Land, promised since Abraham. They sent in the spies to check things out. 

The spies were horrified by the strength of the people they saw, and the Israelites lost faith in God's ability to 

deliver on God's promises. They grumbled. They were afraid. After all that God had done, before their very 

eyes, they didn't trust that God could take care of things. So, instead of going into the Promised Land 

immediately, they were denied God's rest in the Promised Land. God turned them toward the wilderness where 

they would wander for forty years.  The author does not want that for his readers. 
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Think about it though our lives. We may have that mountaintop moment. We felt so close to God, sure that we 

had gained some new insight. Then the complications of life come in, and they're hard. The electric bill, the 

medical diagnosis, another natural disaster, a reversal in the progress we've made in this pandemic. Frustrating 

and disheartening, right? Like the reality of what the spies saw in Canaan. They were afraid. They wanted to go 

back to the familiar, to the life they knew … in Egypt … a life of brutal slavery. The Jewish Christians wanted 

to go back to the old way. We might be tempted to do the same. Hebrews says don't. Once you have accepted 

that Jesus is the imprint of God, how can you go back?  

  

What does it mean to have faith in Jesus? That's what Hebrews wants to tells us. As we go through Hebrews, we 

take a journey of the promises that God make to us through Jesus, showing us what he has done and who Jesus 

really is. It is a confession of faith. 

  

We are on our own journey, both as individuals and as a community. Any one of us can drift or even make a 

sharp left turn off the path, in times of pain and stress, or even out of boredom and apathy. That's when it's time 

for us to encourage each other, to remind each other of the love God has for us, encourage us to get back on that 

path and continue the journey. 

  

This Journey of Faith is something that we are on all of our lives. John Wesley, founder of the Methodist 

Church, thought that a person could reach complete sanctification, complete spiritual holiness though he never 

claimed to reach it. Moreover, it was not a destination, a permanent state in this life. It was temporary. When we 

keep going on that journey, we can get glimpses of it. We get periods of rest until we eventually reach our final 

destination. That is a reason for hope. We get to experience the Kingdom of God now and in the future.  

  

Moses led the Israelites through the wilderness, but we are living in another kind of wilderness now. And, I 

don't mean the Eagle Cap Wilderness just outside our door to the south. I mean this broken world we live in, 

this world that can feel like a snow globe being shaken. The good news is that the one that was sent to us, our 

great high priest, the one who experienced pain and brokenness of this world, Jesus, is our guide through the 

wilderness. Let us enter his rest through our Journey of Faith. 

  

Amen!  


