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We are continuing our worship series, The Call of God. What can the Call of God look like? Just as important, 

how do we live our lives in light of that Call because God’s Call expects a response.  How do we live our lives, 

how do they change in due to God’s Call. In these challenging times how do we respond as followers of Jesus? 

These are the things are we looking at in this series. Today we look at the call of the first disciples. 

 

This week the Call of God takes us to the Gospel of Mark. This book is the shortest of all the Gospels. Mark 

keeps the narrative moving forward. There is this feeling of urgency. "Immediately" is a favorite word in this 

Gospel. We will hear it as "at that very moment" in this week's text. In Mark's Gospel we don't have the 

grandiose beginnings with the birth of Jesus with visions, angelic appearances, genealogies, and palace intrigue 

like in the books of Matthew and Luke. We don't have the cosmic mysteries of John. Mark's opening is more 

humble and modest. In a way Mark's nativity is Jesus' baptism. It isn't his physical birth, but it is the birth of his 

mission and ministry. He is sent into the wilderness to go through his period of testing and tempering. He has 

emerged. Now, it's time to begin. There is no time to lose. That is where our text picks up today, Mark 1:14-20. 

Today, I'll be reading from the Common English Bible. Hear the word of the Lord: 

  

Mark 1:14-20 CEB 

14 After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good news, 15 saying, “Now is 

the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and lives, and trust this good news!” 

  

16 As Jesus passed alongside the Galilee Sea, he saw two brothers, Simon and Andrew, throwing fishing 

nets into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” he said, “and I’ll show you how to 

fish for people.” 18 Right away, they left their nets and followed him. 19 After going a little farther, he 

saw James and John, Zebedee’s sons, in their boat repairing the fishing nets. 20 At that very moment he 

called them. They followed him, leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired workers. 

  

The word of life. 

Thanks be to God! 

  

Now is the time! The kingdom is coming. It has started, and it is near. Jesus proclaims this all around Galilee. 

He does it in a place under occupation, a place where those who speak truth to power are arrested and executed. 

It’s dangerous. Why does Jesus begin this now? What is the indicator that this is the proper time? In fact it’s 

because John the Baptist has been arrested. It's like there has been a realization. This devastating thing has 

happened, and Jesus says, “That's it. I can't wait any longer. It's time to stop sitting in the shadows. It's time to 

act.” Of course, though his message is remarkably similar to John the Baptist's, his method is very different. He 

doesn't stay in one place and have the people come to him. Jesus travels around proclaiming his message. 

  

Jesus calls the people to change their hearts. This is often translated in our Bibles as "repent." So often we think 

of "repent" is feeling sorry for doing something wrong, for missing the mark, for sinning. It really means more 

than that. It's more life changing than that. For one thing, we can feel bad about doing something but have no 

intension of stopping. Have you ever prayed this prayer? God, I know that was bad, but I'm not ready to give it 

up yet. That would not be repentance. Repentance is a change of heart, a change of mind. A repentant prayer 



 2 January 24, 2021 

would be, God I know that was bad, and I don't want to do it anymore. That doesn't mean that we'll instantly be 

successful, but at least that desire is there.  

  

But what if we looked at repentance here in a slightly different way. In light of John the Baptist's arrest, the 

abuse of the authorities over the people that we will see illustrated in the gospel in all sorts of ways, what is the 

change of mind, the change of heart? Enough of bad we see! Right now, let's point to the presence of God that is 

among us. Let go of the false teachings. Let's grasp onto the peace of God that is available because of the 

presence of God. Let's remember the promise of God that the kingdom is near.  

  

So, they were still on the journey. We are still on the journey. We know that it is not completely fulfilled yet. 

All we have to do is take a look around us to see that, but we know that it is near. We can take strength from 

that. We can take hope. 

  

Jesus calls to all the people with this message, but then we see Jesus select some very specific people: Andrew, 

Peter, James, and John. He literally calls to them, and here's the turning point in our series. He doesn't just call 

them. He doesn't just want them to follow him. He expects them to do something in response to the calling. 

Jesus calls these fishermen who will fish for people. It's a good analogy, and it works on so many levels. But, 

imagine if he was calling construction workers. Would he have called them to be builders of human hearts? If 

they were in real estate, would he have called them to sell plots of land in the Kingdom of God? 

  

But, these were fishermen. It was their profession, their livelihood. There is a need for discipline and 

persistence in order to succeed in this field. They couldn't catch one or two fish at a time or even 10 or 12. They 

had to catch enough to sell, so they could make a living. They did this with nets. They would be catching a large 

volume of fish, or at least that was the goal.  

  

In Luke's telling of the events, he goes into a bit more detail. In chapter 5, he tells how Jesus broached the 

conversation by asking how the night’s catch had been. Peter tells him that they didn't catch anything. Jesus 

tells them to let the nets down one more time in the deep water to try again. When they do, the catch is so large 

that the nets start to break, and they ask for help to pull it all in. 

  

When they're processing the catch, all that fish, do you think that they have the time to look at each individual 

fish and determine whether it's a good fish or a bad fish? No, they take all the fish. In the same way, when 

fishing for people, they can't determine which are worthy or have the ability to receive the good news of the 

kingdom of God. They cast the net wide. 

  

It reminds me of Jonah. You know the prophet from the Older Testament who was told to share a warning from 

God of imminent destruction with Jonah's enemies, people who had done terrible things to his country. He 

didn't want to, so he ran away, or to be more accurate, he sailed away. This resulted in his being thrown 

overboard, being swallowed by a big fish, then vomited back on shore to where he started. When God told him 

to go a second time, he changed his mind if not his heart. When God showed mercy to Jonah's enemies, the 

Ninevites, he was mad. He knew that God is merciful, but he did not like the idea that God could love people 

that he hated. Many of us right now may feel about some people the way that Jonah felt about the Ninevites. He 

couldn’t understand how God could love people that wanted to conquer and completely take over Israel. It’s 
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easy to understand Jonah’s frustration, but that's the thing about God's Call to be fishers of people, we are not 

the ones who get to make the decision. That's for God to decide. 

  

The next thing we’re told in today’s text is also important. Jesus calls out to another pair of fishermen, the 

brothers Zebedee. What are they doing? They are mending their nets. This shows the determination and 

dedication in their work. The nets are torn or broken in some way. That can happen for all sorts of reasons, 

normal wear and tear, but with breaks or holes in the nets, the fish get away. Do they just say, "Oh well, I guess 

I can't be a fisherman anymore"? Certainly not! No, they fix the nets. They make better nets. The same goes for 

fishing for people in the name of God. Not everything is going to work. Things that used to work will stop 

being effective. It's a good time to examine the nets. See what has to change, what the problem might be. I don't 

know this, but I suspect that it's best to check the nets all the time to make sure that they're sound. That sounds 

like great advice for a church, especially in a time that has A LOT of change all at once. 

  

Have you ever been fishing? Seen it, even on TV? Maybe you've heard the saying "A bad day fishing is better 

than a good day working." I have never been good at fishing. Now, having a line in the water as an excuse for 

going for a boat ride? That's a different story.  

  

But if you actually want to catch fish, I understand that you need to know some things. What kind of bait? The 

method. Even with a rod and reel putting out a line on Wallowa Lake is going to be very different than the fly 

fisher-folk do that I see in the Wallowa River. That’s totally different than what the ocean going vessels that we 

hear about on shows like The Deadliest Catch. You have to know where the fish are likely to be. Now, they 

have all kinds of gizmos to help with that, at least on lakes and in the ocean. Some even have sonar.   

  

What if fishing was your business, your livelihood like with Andrew, Peter, and the brothers Zebedee? They 

weren't using a rod and reel. Like I've said, they were fishing with nets, but they still had to know what time of 

day was best. Where to drop their nets. Should it be close to shore or farther away? 

  

I was watching a documentary the other day, The Blue Planet. I learned that many ocean fish that live in the 

deeper and darker parts of the ocean will come much closer to the surface at night in order to feed. The location 

of particular fish can vary widely at different times of day. Knowing this is very important for fisher-folk.  

  

Of course, as a profession, fishing is hard work. It's not a relaxing pastime. You mu have the ability to catch the 

fish. In Matthew 17:27, Jesus tells Peter to catch a fish, and in it, he will find a four drachma coin to pay their 

temple tax. He has confidence that Peter will be able to do this. If Jesus asked me to do that, I wouldn't begin to 

know where to even start. The point is that Peter is a professional, and he knows his profession. 

  

But Jesus calls them to fish for people. To do that, they need to be able to do with people what they do with 

fish. Jesus spends time nurturing them, teaching them to do just that. Jesus fished for Peter, Andrew, James, and 

John. Then, taking their own unique talents, knowledge, and abilities, he teaches them to fish for others. 

  

Jesus was or is fishing for us. Like Peter, he knows how to fish. Once he has us, he takes our unique gifts, 

talents, knowledge, and abilities, and he sends us out to fish. He teaches us through his word, his Spirit, and 

other fisher-folk around us. (Did you know that you were a fisher-folk?) He uses all of that, and we are 

transformed. We take what we learn in this constantly renewing process to care for, nurture, teach, and love the 
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ones around us. Sometimes is will be for the building up of the body, the people in the church who are in crisis. 

Sometimes it is all the people in the seas around us. Inevitably, we build within in order to reach out. Because 

sometimes Jesus will tell us to put the nets out into the deep water to find the ones who need a helping hand to 

get into the boat, those who need to hear a word of hope. The kingdom of God is near. How do you answer that 

call? The Call of God. 

  

Let me pray for you: 

Dear Lord, help us to be fishers for people to lead them to you. Help us to know when to mend our nets, help, 

nurture, and care for others in our midst. Help us know when to drop them into deep water. Encourage us to 

continue on and maintain our hope, so we can continue to share your love with others without regard to 

whether we think that they are worthy or deserving. Help us to see as you see and love as you love. We thank 

you for your love in all things and not giving up on us. Great is Your faithfulness. Amen! 

 


