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It is my hope that we will be able to tap into a bit of that with our new worship series, The 

Worship Playlist. We will be using this to inspire us over the next 4 weeks. When I was young, 

we used to be able to record music right off the radio. I would put it next to the speaker on a 

radio. Or maybe you had one of these, a reel-to-reel tape recorder. Goodness, that seems so long 

ago, but at the time, that was cutting edge. You might make a mixtape of fun songs for your 

friends, or put romantic music to give to someone you loved. You might even do it for yourself 

to have all your favorite songs all in 

one place or even songs of a 

particular style. Now, we do it in a 

different way. We make playlists on 

our phones, on our computers, and 

even on YouTube. Of course, this 

worship service is on a playlist. 

This is a picture of one of my 

YouTube playlists. Some of these 

we may be singing in worship. Over 

the next 4 weeks we will be looking at some songs that sing to our souls and can teach us 

spiritual truths as we draw closer to God. They are songs that you may want to add to your 

Spiritual Playlist or have on your Spiritual Mixtape. 

Our first song is our opening hymn that I invite you to sing, “I Stand Amazed.” 

 

1. I stand amazed in the presence 

of Jesus the Nazarene, 

and wonder how he could love me, 

a sinner, condemned, unclean. 

 

Refrain: 

How marvelous! How wonderful! 

And my song shall ever be: 

How marvelous! How wonderful 

is my Savior's love for me! 

2. For me it was in the garden 

he prayed: "Not my will, but thine." 

He had no tears for his own griefs, 

but sweat-drops of blood for mine. 

(Refrain) 

 

3. In pity angels beheld him, 

and came from the world of light 

to comfort him in the sorrows 

he bore for my soul that night. 



September 27, 2020  2 

(Refrain) 

 

4. He took my sins and my sorrows, 

he made them his very own; 

he bore the burden to Calvary, 

and suffered and died alone. 

(Refrain) 

 

5. When with the ransomed in glory 

his face I at last shall see, 

'twill be my joy through the ages 

to sing of his love for me. 

(Refrain)

 

 

We may have our first song for our spiritual playlist or mixtape. The wonder of the music is that 

sometimes it reaches places that words alone may not hit. They can help us express joy, worry, 

lament, strength, trust, and more. We can use them to pray to God. We can use them to share 

God's truth. Sometimes we're sharing that truth to the world. Sometimes we can use them to 

remind ourselves of that truth.  

  

So, for the next four weeks, worship will be filled with lots of music. It will be in a wide variety 

of styles because different styles connect with different people. After all tastes differ, and in 

God's infinite variety that's okay. If you encounter a style that isn't your favorite, I ask that you 

hang with it for a few minutes. It won't be very long, and it may be just the thing that connects 

with someone else. Most of all through this, I pray that you will find something that makes the 

message, the Good News about Jesus, come alive for you in a special way. 

  

This week we have a couple of featured songs. Each week we will have one or two, hopefully 

one of them will already be familiar to you, even if we do them in a new way. The other might 

be new, but the lyrics will be very powerful and help us experience a powerful truth. We sang the 

first one a few moments ago, "I Stand Amazed in the Presence." The hymn is a classic, but the 

style was different than I've sung it in the past. This was much more soulful and contemplative.  

  

One of the things that is interesting about it is how different the tone of the verse is compared 

with the refrain. The verses highlight Jesus' sacrifice and suffering. Like in fourth verse we sang 

today: 

  

He took my sins and my sorrows, 

he made them his very own; 

he bore the burden to Calvary, 

and suffered and died alone. 

  

Does that speak to anyone today? Or, is it just me. 

 

Then refrain is joyful and grateful. It's a celebration of what Jesus did for us.  
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How marvelous! How wonderful! 

And my song shall ever be: 

How marvelous! How wonderful 

is my Savior's love for me! 

  

If I’m in a low place, just hearing, saying, singing those words gives me power, strength, resolve, 

hope. Taking what looks like defeat and turning it into victory. Do you need some of this in your 

life? These lyrics describe the biggest of all the table turning experiences in the Bible, but we see 

examples of this kind of thing everywhere. For example in the Old Testament, David, the 

youngest and smallest of all his brothers, is chosen to be the next king of Israel. He goes on to 

face the battle hardened Goliath and defeats him, not with a mighty sword or spear but with a 

simple (yet effective) slingshot. Then in the New Testament, who is highlighted as the most 

effective missionary? Paul, the man who had previously dedicated himself to completely 

dismantling the Christian Church. Ah irony, my old friend. And, that's just scraping the surface. 

  

Of course, we see this kind of thing in books and movies all the time. The best stories tell about 

good triumphing over evil. Many films depict a seemingly hopeless situation that is eventually 

overcome, bringing about happy ending. For the characters in that initial moment of darkness, 

hope is gone. Can you think of a time when your life was bleak, and it felt like there was no 

hope? For some of you this year might feel that way. For me personally, one of those times had 

to do with finances (or a lack thereof) and another involved relationships. 

  

The entertainment industry does it to us with movies. There are so many choose from, I'm having 

a hard time limiting myself to one example. In Star Wars, when you think of the original movie 

or even more recently in the first film of the modern trilogy, The Force Awakens. It starts with 

tragedy and the overwhelming strength of the enemy. It doesn't look like there is any chance for 

the good guys to win. In the original movie, the Death Star destroys Leia's home planet of 

Alderaan, as she watches. How can anyone defeat that? And yet … spoiler alert … almost at the 

last second, that particular manifestation of evil is destroyed. Then, the movie lives up to its title, 

A New Hope. (Did you know that the original Star Wars movie has an actual title?) 

  

Kari Jobe has a song called “Forever.” It describes the defeat at Christ’s crucifixion … and the 

victory of his resurrection. You may be familiar with it, but it was new to me. We haven't sung it 

in worship before … but you will have an opportunity soon. The song begins by describing the 

silence of the cosmos as the curse of humanity was placed upon Jesus. The song captures the 

darkness of the hour during Christ’s crucifixion. The hope that so many had in Jesus as the 

Messiah seemed destroyed because of his death. 

  

Luke describes the natural order being affected at the crucifixion in 23:44-46.  
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44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus 

called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said 

this, he breathed his last. 

  

Matthew describes Christ’s anguish, and the sense that heaven had turned its back on Jesus.  

  

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About 

three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, 

Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).  

(Matthew 27:45–46) 

  

The song’s next section describes the glory of Christ’s resurrection. Though it does not go into 

detail about what took place between the cross and when the stone was rolled away, the song 

declares that death has been overcome by the resurrected King Jesus. This movement from the 

somber darkness at the crucifixion to the glory of Christ’s resurrection can be seen in a change in 

the music. The song gets louder and sustains its volume as it moves to describe the victory of 

Jesus. This is where the song can start to connect to us at a deeper level and even feel the hope 

that we have in Jesus. 

  

Scripture is filled with the triumph of Jesus on the cross. The apostle Paul describes this cosmic 

salvation over the forces of darkness in the book of Colossians. Speaking of God, Paul says, 

“13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 

Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins" (Colossians 1:13–14). 

Paul goes on to say in 2:13-15, 

  

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our 

legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, 

nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. [Emphasis mine.] 

  

The Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

“The picture, quite familiar in the Roman world, is that of a triumphant general leading a parade 

of victory. The conqueror, riding at the front in his chariot, leads his troops through the streets of 

the city. Behind them trails a wretched company of [defeated] kings, officers, and soldiers—the 

spoils of battle. [But here in this passage the picture is of Christ as] the conquering general; the 
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powers and authorities are the [defeated] enemy displayed as the spoils of battle before the entire 

universe” (Curtis Vaughan, “Colossians,” in Ephesians through Philemon, The Expositor’s Bible 

Commentary 11 [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981], 202). 

  

When times are challenging or downright hard, when we feel hopeless. It's important to 

remember who our God is. Our God is the one who strips the armor off the rulers and authorities. 

Music can help us feel and experience this truth right down to our bones. When we feel helpless 

and hopeless, music can remind us of what God has done for us and continues to do for us. It is 

Christ who is victorious, and he did it to save us all.  

 

How marvelous! How wonderful! 

And my song shall ever be: 

How marvelous! How wonderful 

is my Savior's love for me! 

  

We've talked about Kari Jobe's song "Forever." Let's listen to it. Let's sing it. The lyrics will be 

on your screen. Read them. Hear them. Feel them. Let them help you to remember the fullness of 

the One who loves you and is on your side, Forever. 

  

Amen! 

 

“Forever” Kari Jobe 

The moon and stars they wept 

The morning sun was dead 

The Savior of the world was fallen 

His body on the cross 

His blood poured out for us 

The weight of every curse upon him 

  

 

One final breath He gave 

As Heaven looked away 

The Son of God was laid in darkness 

A battle in the grave 

The war on death was waged 

The power of hell forever broken 

  

The ground began to shake 

The stone was rolled away 

His perfect love could not be overcome 

Now death where is your sting 

Our resurrected King has rendered you 

defeated 

  

Forever, He is glorified 

Forever, He is lifted high 

Forever, He is risen 

He is alive 

He is alive 

  

 

The ground began to shake 

The stone was rolled away 

His perfect love could not be overcome 

Now death where is your sting 

Our resurrected King has rendered you 

defeated 
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Forever, He is glorified 

Forever, He is lifted high 

Forever, He is risen 

He is alive 

He is alive 

  

Forever, forever 

You have overcome 

Your resurrected King 

You have overcome the grave 

You have overcome 

  

We sing Hallelujah 

We sing Hallelujah 

We sing Hallelujah 

The Lamb has overcome 

(4 x’s) 

  

 

 

 

 

We sing Hallelujah 

We sing Hallelujah 

We sing Hallelujah 

  

The Lamb has overcome 

We sing Hallelujah 

We sing Hallelujah 

We sing Hallelujah 

  

The Lamb has overcome 

Forever, He is glorified 

Forever, He is lifted high 

Forever, He is risen 

He is alive 

He is alive (Forever) 

  

Forever, He is glorified 

Forever, He is lifted high 

Forever, He is risen 

He is alive 

He is alive 

 

 

 


