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We continue our worship series, Unplanned: When the New Normal Is Not Normal. We are 

trying to find consistency in our lives when so much of the way we live them has changed. I have 

a mask when I go into public and there's even a chance that I might go into a store or other 

business. This is my favorite mask. Ingrid Cook made it for me very early on in this time of 

pandemic. My husband's favorite is kind of camo colored. I have one with me most of the time. I 

even have it in my pocket when I go to the park … just in case. I've started to feel naked when I 

don't wear it. It has become normal for me. It seems such a strange thing for this to be normal. 

Now, I also have a face shield. I like it when I see others wearing this one because I can see their 

whole face, but it doesn't feel normal to me yet. These are the kinds of things that we are having 

to navigate in the name of safety.  

  

The people in Jerusalem in Zechariah's day did not feel safe. They were people who returned to 

their homeland after about 70 years in exile across the desert in Babylonia, present day Iraq. 

Most of them had never been to Jerusalem when they moved back with their families. They 

returned for the express purpose of rebuilding Jerusalem and the Temple. They were under the 

rule of a new empire, Medo-Persia, and the way they ruled was very different from the 

Babylonians. They wanted to return some local control and allowed peoples to worship their own 

gods.  

  

However, the people who had been living around Jerusalem in the meantime were not too happy 

to see these Judeans return. In the face of opposition, the returning Judeans kind of hunkered 

down and tried not to make waves. They didn't feel safe continuing the work. Last week, we 

heard from Haggai, who encouraged the people to resume their work on the Temple as a way of 

demonstrating that they put God first in their lives, even if it couldn't be the same as it was 

before. For them it would serve as an act of worship. 

  

Now, we are God's Temple, but it still remains our responsibility to make our relationship with 

God our first priority. And, this is a perfect place in time for that.  
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This week in our Scripture passage, it is a bit different. We hear from Zechariah, who was a 

prophet about the same time as Haggai. He started a little after Haggai's first proclamation on 

behalf of the Lord, but he continued on years after Haggai stopped talking to the people.  

  

At this point, the Temple is about half way to completion. There has been a lot of progress over 

the last couple of years, but the Judeans still have years to go before the project is complete. 

Anyone who has participated in a building or renovation project? Hello! Our fellowship hall, for 

lack of a better term, The Place, five years ago … by halfway through the projects, tempers are 

getting short, frustration is building.  There are still people living around them that are trying to 

stop it one way or another. They need a dose of encouragement, and Zechariah gives it to them, 

as he invites them to imagine the future when the Temple has long been completed.  Hear the 

Word of the Lord, Zechariah 8:4-13. 

  

4 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Once again men and women of ripe old age will sit 

in the streets of Jerusalem, each of them with cane in hand because of their age. 5 The city 

streets will be filled with boys and girls playing there.” 

  

6 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “It may seem marvelous to the remnant of this 

people at that time, but will it seem marvelous to me?” declares the Lord Almighty. 

  

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “I will save my people from the countries of the east 

and the west. 8 I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be my people, and I 

will be faithful and righteous to them as their God.” 

  

9 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Now hear these words, ‘Let your hands be 

strong so that the temple may be built.’ This is also what the prophets said who were 

present when the foundation was laid for the house of the Lord Almighty. 10 Before that 

time there were no wages for people or hire for animals. No one could go about their 

business safely because of their enemies, since I had turned everyone against their 

neighbor. 11 But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as I did in the 

past,” declares the Lord Almighty. 

  

12 “The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its fruit, the ground will produce its 

crops, and the heavens will drop their dew. I will give all these things as an inheritance to 

the remnant of this people. 13 Just as you, Judah and Israel, have been a curse among the 

nations, so I will save you, and you will be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands 

be strong.” 

  

The Word of Life. 
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Thanks be to God! 

  

Zechariah paints detailed pictures of the Judeans' hopeful future by comparing it with rebuilding 

of the Temple. Right now we are midway through this ordeal. Imagine life when the building is 

complete. Imagine when life will be good again. People will live long full lives, long enough that 

everyone will need a cane to walk because of their age. Meanwhile, it will be safe enough for 

children to be playing in the streets. Imagine children laughing and squealing as they run and 

play. 

  

As much as anything, this is the vision we need now. We still have a ways to go, but just like 

when we were mid-way through our building project and complications came up, we have to 

keep moving forward and adapt to the 

conditions where we find ourselves. 

Because of the diligence and 

faithfulness, we have a place to 

welcome the community that is accessible regardless of age or physical condition. It will also 

probably be the first place that we will have in-person worship when that time comes. 

  

 
 

Imagine that future. Things will not be exactly as they were before. We don't know exactly when 

that will be, but the time will come when we will be able to be together safely once more.  

  

Living in our uncertainty is hard. God told Abraham to go. God to a land I will show you. That 

may sound difficult. Pack up everything you have, and make a difficult and dangerous journey to 
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an unknown destination. However, in a way, that's easier than what God tells other, maybe what 

God is telling us now. Wait here. With the command to go there is movement, action. We know 

what we're supposed to do, what our responsibilities are. We have a physical part to play. Even 

the exiles returning home to Jerusalem have things to do: Pack, travel, find a place to live. They 

were even coming from a place close to where Abraham started out. But now, for us it is wait. 

Doing the internal work of faith and trust.  

  

This kind of describes where we are at right now. Sit still, but what are we supposed to do? A 

couple of weeks ago Pastor Juanita gave us some things to do. Dream dreams. Identify our 

longings. Make plans of how to pursue them.  That's good advice. When we do that, we will be 

primed and ready, but what do we do now? We wait. Inactivity is hard. 

  

We are having to come to grips with our dependence on others, on God. We cannot fix this 

problem on our own. It's too big. But do we believe that God is big enough to take care of it? 

Zechariah invites us to see our future too. He gives us a picture. What can remind us? What can 

help us to feel it in our heart, so that we can have peace in the midst of chaos? One way is to sing 

songs of restoration. 

  

We can't sing together, but we can sing. I put out a poll on Facebook. What is your favorite 

praise song or hymn? I received a variety of answers. "Amazing Grace" was popular. As was 

"Trust and Obey". "In the Garden," "Holy, Holy, Holy," "It Is Well with My Soul," "Wade in the 

Water," and "Let There Be Peace on Earth." One person answered "His Eye Is on the Sparrow." 

Claudia Boswell will be playing that for us soon. It is a song that I have gone to time and again at 

my times of deepest despair when I didn't know what I could do. 

  

Why should I feel discouraged? 

Why should the shadows come? 

Why should my heart be lonely 

and long for heaven and home, 

When Jesus is my portion? 

My constant friend is he: 

His eye is on the sparrow, 

and I know he watches me. 

  

I sing this song and others, including many of the ones that others listed. I sing songs either to or 

about the Lord. As prayer, as praise, as a reminder of God's promises. Of who the Lord is to me, 

and that I am his treasured possession, his treasured child, even when things seem bleak. 
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When I am planning out worship services, I take special care in choosing songs that provide that 

for you. I do it through different styles of music from different eras of different tempos. Some 

are invigorating. Some are slow and contemplative.  

  

What songs do that for you? Tell me in the comments of this video or on our Facebook page. I 

will use those suggestions when planning worship. Maybe, I'll post it on Facebook for everyone 

to enjoy. In this way we gain strength from each other to enhance our relationship with God. 

What a wonderful thing. 

  

We also have to hang onto each other. The church is not a building. We are the church. I've been 

asked, "What is the importance of the church?" That can seem especially relevant now that we 

are physically distant, wearing masks to protect others, worshiping online in our homes. 

  

It is simply this. It is the best analogy I've heard. Yes, we technically can do it on our own. We 

have Bibles. We can pray. We can sing on our own. There are people who do this, and do it well. 

But, for most of us, it is like a herd of sheep. Together we are safer. The shepherd can look out 

for us. We protect each other and encourage each other simply by being part of the herd. It 

increases our chances for survival. In our case, it increases the chance that we will stay 

connected with God. 

  

On our own, alone and isolated, we are more vulnerable to attack. We don't have the shepherd 

guiding us to water and food. There is no one to fight of the predators. If we are injured, there is 

no one to help us. We are vulnerable to drifting further and further away from God. 

  

Right now, it's harder to remain connected and support each other. We have a tendency to drift 

and go off our own way. Now, it's more important than ever that we hang onto each other, to 

keep us all directed toward and relying upon God. Because we can't do it on our own. 

  

In the meantime, we need to stay strong and stay the course. We rely on God, and we rely on 

each other, our church family. We may seem quiet and almost motionless on the outside, but 

there is plenty going on underneath and within us … perhaps hidden from first glance. 

  

In New Zealand, scientists made an interesting discovery in a forest of Kauri trees. A couple of 

ecologists were taking a hike, and they noticed a tree stump. This tree stump, as a matter of fact.   
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You and I may just dismiss it as just another stump, but these ecologists noticed something. The 

wood of the stump was not dead. The cells were still alive. They decided to investigate further. 

  

They found that the root system from this tree was grafted into the trees around it. So, they 

shared water and nutrients. The stump would get energy from the trees around it with living 

leaves, so it could survive. 

  

Okay, that sounds good, right? Here's the really amazing part. The stump shared the water it 

absorbed through its root system with those same trees. Its roots also could provide ground 

stability to its neighbors. So, this relationship was not a one way thing. Even this stump could 

help its community, so to speak, even though to most of us it would appear dead. ("Tree stumps 

are dead, right? This one was alive", JoAnna Klein, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/25/science/tree-stump-alive.html) 

  

Here are some other ways that trees have shared resources and the resulting indelible mark of 

this sharing.  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During times of stress, like we find ourselves in now, we can find sustenance through each other. 

That's why it's so important for us to maintain those connections. We may feel spiritually dead or 

see others that way, but we can support each other in ways that may be hard to see from the 

outside. There is life there. What can you do to help your neighbor, to help your friend, to help 

someone you know in the church? It does not have to be some grand magnanimous gesture. It 

can be small. It can be a call where you simply say, "Hi! How are you doing?" It can be a note. It 

can be sharing of the abundance from your garden. I know that many of you are doing exactly 

those things. Keep up the good work. Know that when you are doing this, you are ministering to 

people. You are helping them and sharing the love of God with them. If you've been on the 

receiving end, how can you keep the chain moving forward? Not necessarily the same thing that 

you received but given in the same spirit with the same love that you received. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/25/science/tree-stump-alive.html
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And, that is how we adapt and adjust to a new normal that is not normal. We tap into that living 

water that God provides with the help and the network of these people who are the church … 

whose roots are also tapped into that living water and the bread that leads to life that we all need.  

  

Let me pray for you. Good and gracious God, we thank you for the people and the resources 

that you put around us that we may not even realize until we look for it. We thank you for your 

church and the people in it that help to support us and each other when we are feeling shaky, 

scared, or alone. We are going through the traumatic tumultuous time in our lives, in the history 

of the world. Help us to envision a future where we are living in the hope of your love. We pray 

these things in your name. 

  

Amen! 


